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There is an isolated mention of the name of the Bessi in the seventh book
of Herodotus, in the passage devoted to the Satrae which itself is part of the de-
scription of the march of Xerxes” army through Thrace in 480 BC.! The text is
enigmatic and has often been the object of deliberation; there are two main views
about its interpretation, the one more often sustained being that Bessi from the
Satrae were priests (or rather seers) in the sanctuary (of Dionysos); the alterna-
tive one — that the priests in the sanctuary which belonged to the Satrae were
Bessi. Besides all other problems there is some uncertainty in the transmission
of the name, some of the codices giving Bnooot and others Biooot; the second
variant has no known analogies and has been definitely discounted by all editors
of the text. After Herodotus the name of the Satrae disappears completely from
all ancient texts (with the exception of the parallel instances in Herodianus and
Stephanus Byzantinus who both quote from Hecataeus), while that of the Bessi
will eventually reappear in a number of communications referring to the later
Hellenistic Age (the second and first centuries BC), starting with Polybios and
afterwards gradually becoming one of the most popular Thracian ethnonyms.?

U'Hdt. 7.111.2: Bnoooi d¢ tov Zatpéwv ¢iot ol mgodntevovTeg ToL iQov.

2 Cf. e.g. Smith, W. (ed.). Dictionary of Greek and Roman Geography. Vol. 1. London, 1854,
p. 395; Tomaschek, W. Die alten Thraker (1). — SB Akad. Wien 128/4, 1893, 72—-80; Oberhummer, E.
Bessoi. — RE, 3, 1897, Sp. 329; Kayapos, I'. Tpakuiickure 6ecu. — U3B. Uctop. npyxectso, 6, 1924,
31-47; Detschew, D. Die thrakischen Sprachreste. Wien, 1957, 57-59; Danov, C. Bessoi. — Der
Kleine Pauly. Lexikon der Antike, 1, 1964, 872-873; /lanos, X. [IpeBna Tpakus. C., 1968, 118-124;
Capagpos, T. Tpakuiickute carpu. [IpuHOC KbM eTHOreHe3uca Ha Tpakuickure miemena. — I'CY,
@axk. 3anaguu ¢unonoruu (P3D), 67/1, 1974, 119-191; Sarafov, T. L’étymologie du nom de la
tribu thrace Brjoool, Bessi. — Thracia, 3, 1974, 135-138; Maximov, E. Der Erzbergbau der Bessen.
— Thracia, 3, 1974, 397-408; Zaucdpn, A. Totoour) yewyoadio g avatoAns Makedoviag kati
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TPAKUVCKUTE BECU

IIETHP JEJIEB

Nmeto Ha Oecute ce MOSBABA MHITUICHTHO y XEpOIOT B MOCBETCHUS Ha
caTpHUTe Iacax B ceMa KHUTa, BKIIOYCH B omucaHueTo Ha KcepkcoBus moxon
mpe3 Tpakus B 480 1. ip.Xp.! TeKCTHT € EeHUrMaTHYCH ¥ MHOTOKPATHO KOMEHTH-
paH; OT IBETE AITEPHATHBHU CTAHOBUIIA 33 HHTEPIPETAIMATA MY [TO-9€CTO IPH-
e€MaHOoTO €, Ue Oecu om campume OunU dcpeyu (NpedcKazamenil) 8 CemuaUuuemo
(na Juonuc), IpyroTo — 9e dicpeyume 6 NPUHAOIENCAUJOMO HA campume Ceemu-
auwe ounu 6ecu. OCBEH BCHUYKH JPYTH NPOOJIEMH, TEKCTHT ChAbpPKa U HECUTYP-
HOCT B IpeJlaBaHeTo Ha MMeTo — Brjoool B Hskon xoxekcu umm Biooot B npyru;
BTOPOTO HAMA HUKAKBH aHAJIO3H U € peHeOperHaTo Oe3anenaoHHO OT BCHIKH
u3naresnu Ha Xepopot. Ciex XepomoT MMETO Ha caTpHTe M3ue3Ba HAITBIHO OT
U3BOpHUTE (aKO HE OPOMM KBCHUTE W JIMIIEHH OT JIOMBIHUTEIHH MOAPOOHOCTH
nutatd Ha Xekareil y Xepoauan u Credan Buzanrtuiickn), a ToBa Ha Oecure e
Ce MOSIBM OTHOBO €7IBa B CBEJCHMUS, OTHACSIIN CE KbM KBCHATA CIIMHUCTUICCKA
enoxa (II-1 B. mp.Xp.), or [lonubuii HaceTHe, 3a a ce MPEBbPHE NMOCTETICHHO B
eIIUH OT HAl-NOMYJISIPHUTE TPAKUHCKA €THOHHUMU,

' Hdt. 7.111.2: Bnoooi d¢ tov Zatpéwv iot ol mgodntevovTeg ToL iQov.

2 Bk. Hanp. Smith, W. (ed.). Dictionary of Greek and Roman Geography. Vol. 1. London,
1854, p. 395; Tomaschek, W. Die alten Thraker (1). — SB Akad. Wien 128/4, 1893, 72-80; Ober-
hummer, E. Bessoi. — RE, 3, 1897, Sp. 329; Kayapos, I'. Tpakuiickute 6ecu. — 13B. cTop. npy-
XKecTBO, 6, 1924, 31-47; Detschew, D. Die thrakischen Sprachreste. Wien, 1957, 57-59; Danov,
C. Bessoi. — Der Kleine Pauly. Lexikon der Antike, 1, 1964, 872—873; Janos, X. [lpeBHa Tpa-
kust. C., 1968, 118-124; Capaghos, T. Tpaxuiickute catpu. [IpuHOC KBM €THOTE€HE3MCa Ha Tpa-
kuiickute mwemena. — ['CY, ®dak. 3ananuu dunonoruu (O3D), 67/1, 1974, 119-191; Sarafov, T.
L’étymologie du nom de la tribu thrace Bnoooi, Bessi. — Thracia, 3, 1974, 135-138; Maximov, E.
Der Erzbergbau der Bessen. — Thracia 3, 1974, 397—408; Zapodon, A. Totogikr) yewyoadio g
avatoAwns Makedoviag kata v agxatotjta. Oecoatovikn, 1976, 66-67; Don, A., T. Cnupu-
Odonos. Victopuuecka reorpadus Ha Tpakuiickure miemena jo I 8. mp. H. e. C., 1983, 85-87, 116;
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The Satrae are the last mentioned in Herodotus’ enumeration of the Thra-
cian tribes along the North Aegean coast whose lands were traversed from east
to west by the Persian land army during the invasion of Xerxes (7.110); they are
placed after the Edonians and before the subsequent account of the advance of
Xerxes between the seaward fortresses of the Pierians and the Pangaion Mountain
(7.112.1), which gives Herodotus the opportunity to add the information that the
silver mines on the mountain were exploited by the Pierians, the Odomanti and
mostly by the Satrae themselves. Although the text of Herodotus associates the
Satrae explicitly only with Mount Pangaion, his brief digression (7.111) leaves
the impression that they were a large and powerful tribe, inhabiting mainly the
mountains to the north, in the interior of Thrace. Herodotus mentions their bel-
licosity and insists that they had never yet been conquered by anybody and were
the only ones to reject the order to join the army of Xerxes.> Unfortunately the
loose description of their territories (they live in high mountains covered with
varied forests and snow) does not permit to establish their geographical location
with any degree of certainty.

The interpretation of Herodotus’ phrase in 7.111.2 discussed above as Bessi
from the Satrae gives rise to the conjecture that in the early fifth century BC the
Bessi were a constituent tribe in the wider tribal community of the Satrae. The
text of Herodotus states explicitly that the Satrae were a tribe: they are listed
among the Thracian tribes (¢0vea d¢ Opnikwv) whose lands were traversed by
the army of Xerxes. The lack of any similar assertion about the Bessi who are only
mentioned in the text of Herodotus as the priests in the sanctuary of Dionysos has
opened the way for their alternative interpretation as a priestly clan or caste or
estate of the Satrae,* with the necessary further supposition that their name was
established only in a later age as an ethnonym. Both of these two variant sugges-
tions (the Bessi as a clan/estate or as a tribe of the Satrae) presuppose that with
time their name gained in popularity and eventually not only replaced that of the

mv goxaotjta. Oecgoarovikn, 1976, 66-67; Pon, A., Cnupuoonos, T. Vctopudecka reorpadus
Ha Tpakuiickure emena ao 11 B. mp. H. e. C., 1983, 85-87, 116; Cnupuoonos, T. ictopuyecka
reorpadus Ha Tpakuiickute wieMena 1o I1I B. np. H. e. Arnac. C., 1983, kaptu 34-40; Kparka enim-
kionenus ,,Ipakuiicka apesHoct™. C., 1993, 38-40 (Opaue); Tauesa, M. 3a Gecute U TEXHUTE TJIe-
MEHHU TepuTopuu. — Munaio, 1995, Ne 1, 9-15; homesa, /[. Erpononckust cBetu Aranac, Caba3uit
U IpopHUANUIIeTo Ha Oecute. — Munano, 1996, Ne 2, 18-28; eadem. Ilpobnemu Ha Tpakuiickara
ucropus u kynrypa. C., 2000, 150-159.

3 Only among those mentioned so far. Herodotus himself recounts in a subsequent passage
(8.116) that the king of the Bisaltae and Crestonians withdrew into ,,the Rhodope*, also refusing to
follow the Persians. As Bisaltia is rather far-removed from the Rhodope Mountains, it could eventu-
ally be suggested that Herodotus might have made a mistake, substituting the Satrae with the Bisaltae
in this second instance (?), but the factual details in both passages decrease the probability of this
conjecture. It should be added that in the Bisaltian story the sons of the king disobeyed their father’s
orders and nonetheless went with Xerxes, and afterwards when all six returned safe home they were
severely punished by their father.

4 Sarafov, T. Op. cit., p. 137; Capaghos, T. Op. cit., p. 187. Along time ago Wilhelm Tomaschek
suggested on the contrary that the Satrae represented a sort of aristocratic élite and the Bessi — the
mass of regular subordinate population, admitting also the possibility of ethnic distinction between
them (Tomaschek, W. Op. cit., p. 73).



Carpure ca cnoMeHaru B XepoJOTOBHsI paszka3 3a moxona Ha Kcepkce B kpas
Ha M30pOsSBaHETO HAa TPaKUHCKUTE IieMeHa 1o Erelickoro kpaiibpexue, mpe3 Te-
PHUTOpHSATA HA KOUTO CE JBIDKENIA OT U3TOK Ha 3amaj nepcuiickara apmust (7.110),
CJIeJ] €ZIOHIIUTE U MPEAU OTAEITHO OTOEA3aHOTO IPEMHUHABAHE MEX Y KpaOpex-
HUTE KPEMOCTH Ha uepuTe U ranuHara [lanreit (7.112.1); Xepogot nobass, e
CpeOBPHUTE PYAHUIN B ITIAHWHATA OMITH pa3paOOTBaHU OT IIHEPUTE, ONOMAHTHUTE
Y Hali-Beue OT BBIIPOCHUTE caTpH. BhIpeku U3pHuHOTO UM CBbp3BaHe y XepomnoT
€IMHCTBEHO C TutaHnHara [lanreit, HeroBusT KparhK Joroc (7.111) nomycka npen-
CTaBaTa 3a CaTPUTE KaTO TOJSIMO ¥ CHIJIHO IUIeMe, OOMTAaBaIlo OCHOBHO IUTAHUH-
CKU paliOHHM Ha ceBep, BbB BbTpEIIHOCTTA Ha Tpakus. XepoaoT oTOens3Ba Tax-
HaTa BOWHCTBEHOCT M U3PHYHO ITOAYEPTAaBa, Ye T€ HUKOTa He OMIIN MOTYNHSIBAHU
OT HHUKOTO, & U TOraBa €AMHCTBEHU OTKAa3ald Jla Ce NPUCheIUHAT KbM Kcepkc®.
3a cbkajeHue, 00II0TO ONMCAaHUE HA TEXHUTE TEPUTOPHUH (dfcueesm 6b68 8UCOKU
RAGHUHU, NOKPUMU C PA3HOOOpA3HU 20pu U CHsA2) He TI03BOJIIBA MOCIEIHUTE N1
ObaaT reorpadcku ONpeeNicHN ¢ HAKAKBa CTETICH HA CUTYPHOCT.

Ot uHTepnperanuaTa Ha XepomoroBara Gpaza B CMHUCHI becu om campume
MOJKE J1a Ce M3BEIE MPEICTaBara, ue OecuTe ca OiIi B Ha4asoTo Ha V B. p.Xp. ChC-
TaBHO IUIEME B MO-IIUPOKATa IUIEMEHHA OOIITHOCT Ha caTpute. TeKcThT Ha XepoaoT
BITPOUEM U3PUYHO TBHP/IH, Y€ CATPUTE ca IUIEME, TOCTABIUKN ' B U30POSBAHETO
Ha Tpakuiickure reMena (£0vea d¢ Ognikwv), Ipe3 3eMUTE Ha KOUTO IIPeMUHaIa
apmmsata Ha Kcepke. Humo momo6HO obave He € ka3aHo 3a eTHOKPATHO CIIOMEHa-
TUTE KaTo >Kpely B CBETUIHUINETO Ha J[noHKC GecH, M TOBa OTBaps BT 3a alTepHa-
THBHATA UM HHTEPIPETAIMS KATO JKPEUECKU PO, KACTa WU ChCIOBUE y CaTpuTe?,
C HEOOXOIMMOTO JIOITBITHUTEITHO TPEITIONIOKEHIE, Y€ eIBa MTO-KHCHO TAXHOTO UME
CC € HaJOXKIIO M KaTo eTHOHUM. Brpodem u nmBara Bapmanra (Oecure kato pon/
CHCIIOBHE WJIM KaTo IUIEME OT CaTPHTE) IMPEIoarar, ue ¢ BpeMETO 3HaYeHHETO Ha
TSAXHOTO UME € HapacTBajo U HE CaMO € M3MECTHIIO TOBA Ha CaTPHUTE, HO CE € HaJIOo-
JKUITIO KaTo MOIMYJISIPEH U LIMPOKO PA3MPOCTPaHEH ETHOHUM, KOMTO B HAKOU CITy4Yau
U3IIeXK/[a € OWII M3MOJI3BaH 300110 KaTO CHHOHUM Ha mpaxkuiyu’.

Cnupuoonos, T. Uctopnuecka reorpadus Ha Tpakuiickute remena ao III B. mp. H. e. Atnac. C.,
1983, kaptu 34-40; Kparka enuuknonenus ,,I[pakuiicka apesnoct™. C., 1993, 38-40 (Opaues);
Tauesa, M. 3a Gecure U TEXHUTE MJIEMEHHU TepuTopuu. — Munano, 1995, Ne 1, 9-15; bomesa,
/I. Erpononckust ceetu Atanac, Caba3uii u nmpopunanuuiero Ha 6ecure. — Munano, 1996, Ne 2,
18-28; cwviyama. [Ipobnemu Ha Tpakuiickara uctopus u kynrypa. C., 2000, 150-159.

3 EmuHCTBEHH caMo OT m30poeHHTe NOTYK IuiemeHa. Camusar XepoooT pa3kas3Ba Ha APYro
msicto (8.116) 3a orrersHeTo ,,B Pomonute™ Ha napst Ha OUCAITUTE M KPECTOHIMTE, KOUTO CHIIO
oTKazal Ja mociezsa nepcuiiiure. Twil kato bucantusa e gocta oraanedeHa ot Pononute, Moxe
€BEHTYaJHO [ja Cé MHCIIH M 32 HAKAKBa Ipellka Ha XepoIoT, KOHTo aa e o0bpKal caTpu U Oucai-
TH(?), MaKap KOHKpPETHUTE AeTailn Ha JBaTa Iacaxka Ja IpaBsT HOJOOHO IPEAHNOIOKEHHE MAJIKO
BeposATHO. Bripouem cropen XeponoT CHHOBETe Ha OHcanTCKus Lap Bce mak nocieasanu Kcepke,
HapylIaBaiiKy 3al0BeATa Ha 0allla CH, 3a KOETO I0—KbCHO OMIIU )KECTOKO HaKa3aHU OT HETo.

4 Sarafov, T. ur. cwu., c. 137; Capagpos, T. Lut. cpu., c. 187. HaBpemero Buixenm Tomarek
mpeprnonaranie oopaTHo, 4e caTpuTe ca IPEACTaBIsIBAM apUCTOKpaTHYEeCKa BbPXYIIKa, a Oecure
PEnoBO NOBIACTHO HACENICHHUE, JOIYCKAaHKI ¥ €THUYECKO PasrpaHuuCHIE MEXIy CAHUTE U IPYTUTe
(Tomaschek, W. Lur. cbu., c. 73).

S Bik.: Sarafov, T. Les Besses et Rome. — In: Actes du Ier congrés international des études
balkaniques, 2, Sofia, 1970, 141-150; Capaghos, T. Llut. cbu., 186—187.



Satrae, but was imposed as a familiar and widely recognized ethnonym which
would sometimes even be used loosely as a general synonym for Thracians.’

The alternative interpretation of the same phrase as meaning that the priests
in the sanctuary which belonged to the Satrae were Bessi differentiates between
the Bessi and Satrae as presumably distinct tribal groups, although the distinction
could as well be of a social, territorial, economic, or other order. Insofar as the Sa-
trae are definitely attested in the statement of Herodotus in the area of the Pangaion
Mountain (but with the further implication that their main territories lay in the high
snow-covered mountains in the north), while the Bessi are conspicuously absent
from the relatively detailed and comprehensive information in the “Histories” about
the populatian of the coastal region of Aegean Thrace, this interpretation of the text
would lead to the general assumption that their territories should be searched for in
the even deeper interior of the Thracian lands compared to those of the Satrae. And
although the famous sanctuary of Dionysos where the Bessic priests were serving
was situated somewhere in the highest mountains of the Satrae, Herodotus does not
explicitly refer to the Bessi as another group of mountain dwellers; on the contraty,
his assertion that the said sanctuary was in the territory of the Satrae would rather
dissociate the Bessi as a population from its region.

As already mentioned, the name of the Satrae disappears from the ancient
sources after Herodotus, while that of the Bessi would make a reappearance only
in and after Polybios. There is however an isolated piece of information related
to events of the fourth century BC which could be connected to them, if only
indirectly and somewhat hypothetically. This is in a stratagem of Polyaenus refer-
ring to military activities of the Macedonian general Antipater in the lands of the
Tetrachoritae.® A papyrus fragment also mentions the actions of Antipater and
Parmenion against the Tetrachoritae during the siege of Perinthus and Byzantion
by Philip of Macedon; the quotation from the forty-seventh book of Theopompus
confirms the date of the event either in the second half of 340 or (less probably) in
the early months of 339 BC.” The fragment mentions in the same context a letter
by Philip, and it is possible to at least consider the possibility that this could imply
the device by which Philip evacuated his fleet blocked in the Bosphorus.® In any
case the stratagem of Polyaenus hints at some real military action in which An-
tipater was besieging and taking fortified places of the Tetrachoritae. The link to
the Bessi is supplied by a quotation from the seventh book of Strabo in Stephanus

5 Sarafov, T. Les Besses et Rome. — In: Actes du Ier congrés international des études
balkaniques, 2, Sofia, 1970, 141-150; Capaghos, T. Op. cit., 186—187.

¢ Polyaen. strat. 4.4.1: Antipater while leading a war in the lands of the Tetrachoritae ordered
that the hay for the horses which was stacked around his tent should be set on fire. When it was
ignited the trumpeter gave the signal and the Macedonians gathered around the tent with raised
spears. On this sight the tetrachoritae were terrified and abandoned the fortress which they were
holding and Antipater took it without a battle.

7 Pap. Ryland 1.19 = Theopomp. fr. 217 Jacoby.

8 Frontin. strat. 1.4.13; cpB. Hammond, N. G. L., G. T. Griffith, A History of Macedonia. Vol.
2, 550-336 B. C. Oxford, 1979, p. 580; Jenes, II. ®dunun 1l u 3ane3pt Ha ,,ronsamMoro’ Oapucko
napcetBo B Tpakus. — Bes: lllymencku ynusepcuret ,,Enuckon Koncrantus Ilpecnascku®. Tpynose
Ha KaTe/lpuTe 10 uctopus u dorocnosue, 1, 1997, c. 24.
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AJITepHaTHBHUSAT MPOUYUT Ha XepomoToBara ¢pasa, CIiopell KOUTO scpeyume
6 NpUHaoOIeNCauomo Ha campume ceemunuue ounu becu, pasrpaHndaBa 6ecu u
carpu, 6e3 1a mperonpeens HIBOTO Ha TOBAa pa3rpaHUYaBaHEe — INIEMEHHO, COIHU-
aJTHO, TEPUTOPHAITHO, MKOHOMHYECKO WIIN JApYyTo. JIOKOJIKOTO caTpUTe ca U3PUIHO
3aCBUJICTEJICTBAHN Yy XEpOJOT B paiioHa Ha ruianuHara [lanreid (Makap u C sICHO
BHYIIIABaHATa OT HETOBHSI TEKCT IPENCTaBa, Y¢ OCHOBHUTE MM TEPUTOPHUH Ca BEB
BHCOKHTE CHEXXHHU TUIAHMHU Ha ceBep), a OECUTE OTCHCTBAT 0CE3aeMO OT HETOBUTE
CPaBHUTEIIHO MOAPOOHH U W3YEpIIaTeTHU CBEACHUS 32 HACEICHHETO B paiioHa Ha
npuereiicka Tpakus, Ipu TakaBa HHTEPIIpETanysI Ha XepOIOTOBHUS TEKCT OM MOTIIO
Jia ce IPENIOIoKH, Y€ TEXHUTE TEPUTOPUH CIIE/IBA J]a C€ THPCAT OLIE MO-HABbTPE
B TPaKUiICKUTE 3eMH B CpaBHEHHE ¢ Te3H Ha carpute. M Makap oOCIyXKBaHOTO OT
Xpenu-Oecr cBeTmwINIIE Ha JIMOHUC 1a ce € HAMUPANIO 8 HAli-8UCOKUME NIAHUHU
Ha caTpuTe, XepoaoT He OIpeesisi U3PUYHO U OecHTe KaTo MIIAHUHCKO HAaCeJIeHHE;
HAIIPOTUB, (PAKTHT, Ue CBETHIIMILICTO CE € HAMHUPAJIO B TEPUTOPHATA Ha CaTPHUTE, I10-
CKOPO pa3rpaHndaBa OeCUTE OT BhIIPOCHATA ITAHWHCKA 00JIACT.

Kakro crana nqyma, ciieg XepoJoT UMETO Ha caTpUTe W34ue3Ba OT aHTUYHUTE
W3BOPH, a TOBA Ha OECUTE IIIe ce MOsIBM OTHOBO eBa oT [lonunbuii HaceTHe. EnHO
OTKBCIICYHO CBEICHHE 3a chOUTHUs mpe3 [V B. obade Moxe na ObjIe CBBP3aHO C
TSIX, MaKap U KOCBEHO U JIOHIKB/Ie XUMmoTeTHIHO. CTaBa {yMa 3a eJJHa cTpareremMa
Ha [TonueH, B KOSATO ce pa3ka3Ba 3a BOGHHU JICHCTBHS HAa MaKkeJOHEella AHTUTIATHD
B 3eMHTe Ha mempaxopumume®. EquH manupycoB (pparMeHT ChINO CIOMEHaBa
neicTBus Ha AHTHNATHP U [TapMEeHHMOH cpelly TeTpaXxopuTHUTE 10 Bpeme Ha 00-
canara Ha llepuat u buzantnon ot dunun; MO30BaBaHETO HA YETHPUIECET U
cenMara KHUra Ha TeomoMI MOTBbPKIaBa JOIBIHUTETHO JATHPOBKATa Ha CHOH-
THETO Ipe3 Bropara nojoBuHa Ha 340 wiu (0-Majko BEpOATHO) B HAUaJIOTO HA
339 1. mp.Xp.” JIokoIKOTO (hparMEHTHT CIIOMEHABA B CBHINUSA KOHTEKCT U IHCMO
Ha Ounwi, BE3MOXKHO € Ja e MUCIH Jaji B HETO He ¢ Omiia BU3HUpaHa YIIOB-
Kara, ¢ kKosro Ounun u3MbKHAN Oj0Kupanus cu B bocdhopa ¢uot’. Bee Beekn
ciydaii [lonreHoBara cTpareremMa moacKa3Ba ChIIECTBYBaHETO HA PEaHH BOCH-
HU JEHCTBUS, B X0la HA KOUTO AHTHIIATEP € 00Cakaall U MpeB3eMall YKPeIeHH
MecTa Ha TeTpaxopuTuTe. Bpb3kara ¢ Gecurte e mojckazaHa OT €IuH IIUTAT OT
cenmara kHura Ha Ctpabon y Credan BuzaHTuiicku, criope KOWTO TETpaxopUTH
0w UMEHHO OecHuTe; Te ce HapuJasu ouie u mempaxomu’. He3aBUCHMO OT Bb3-
MOJYKHATa WHTEPIPeTalns Ha Ha3BaHUATA TETPAXOPUTH U TeTpakoMu (OyKBaJHO

¢ Polyaen. strat. 4.4.1: Aumunamop, Ko2amo 601064l 6 3eMAMa HA mempaxopumume, 3d-
noeaoan 0a nOONAnAm CeHOmMO Ha KOHeme, KOemo ce HaMupano oxkono naramkama my. Kamo 2o
3ananunu, mpvoayvm 0ain cusHan u MakeOoHyume ce CvbOpanu OKONO nanamxkama ¢ u3oueHamu
xonus. Kamo eudenu mosa, mempaxopumume ce Yniawuiyu u u30Cmaguiu Kpenocmma, Koamo
3aemanu, a Aumunamup 5 3a63en 6e3 bumxa.

7 Pap. Ryland 1.19 = Theopomp. fr. 217 Jacoby.

8 Frontin. strat. 1.4.13; cps. Hammond, N. G. L., G. T. Griffith. A History of Macedonia. Vol. 2,
550-336 B. C. Oxford, 1979, p. 580; Jenes, I1. ®unun Il u 3ane3pt Ha ,,ronamoTo” Oxpucko nap-
ctBO B Tpakus. — Bea: lllymencku ynusepcurer ,,Enuckon Koncrantun Ilpecnascku®. Tpynose Ha
KaTeZIpuTe 10 UCTOpHs U Gorocnosue, 1, 1997, c. 24.

° Steph. Byz. s. v. Tetoaxwoitai, ol Beoool, &g Lto&Bwv éBdOuN. obtoL Aéyovtat kai
Tetodcwpot.
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Byzantinus according to which the Tetrachoritae were the Bessi who were also
called Tetrakomoi.’ Notwithstanding the possible interperetations of the appela-
tions Tetrachoritae and Tetrakomoi (literally they would mean something like of’
the four forts or villages),'® the identification suggested by this fragment points
to the Bessi as the main adversaries of Antipater and Parmenion in this cam-
paign, the remaining circumstances of which have not reached us. As far as both
mentioned generals were left by Philip in Pella during the siege of Perinthus and
Byzantion,!" the episode would suggest a localization of the mentioned military
activities somewhere not very far away from the main territory of the Macedo-
nian Kingdom. It remains however absolutely enigmatic whether this campaign
should eventually be placed in some sort of relation with the action of the young
Alexander against the Maedi'? or regarded as a separate and independent affair; in
any case it seems to fit well in the general strategy of Philip aiming to establish a
durable hegemony over the southern regions of Thrace and may have represented
an attempt to create a direct link to the Odrysian territories in the upper Hebros
Valley recently subjugated by the king.

The name of the Bessi makes an isolated reappearance in the early second
century BC in the accounts of Polybios and Titus Livius of the Thracian campaign
of Philip V in 183 BC." In the spring of the same year Philip had been constrained
by the Romans to evacuate his garrisons from Maroneia, Aenus and the other
coastal cities. Already disillusioned of the perspectives of the Roman peace im-
posed on him after the battle of Cynoscephalae and intent on preparation for a new
decisive encounter which demanded both the internal stabilization of Macedonia
and the provision of a stable rear and eventual Balkan allies from without the
zone which had already fallen under Roman authority and which included Epirus,
Thessaly, the whole of Greece and the southern Thracian littoral, in the summer
of the same year Philip led his army into the interior of Thrace. According to the
brief account of Polybios he invaded through the middle of Thrace (dwx péong g
®odxkng) and fell on the territories of the Odrysians, the Bessi and the Denthele-
tae; having stormed and taken Philippopolis which had been evacuated by most of
the citizens, he traversed the whole plain, ravaging the territory of some, receiv-
ing oaths of allegiance from others, and then withdrew, having left a garrison in
Philippopolis; this however was soon evicted by the Odrysians who renounced

° Steph. Byz. s. v. Tetoaxwoitai, ol Beoool, ¢ Lte&Bwv éBdOun. obtol Aéyovtat kai
Tetoducwpot.

10 About the tetrachoritae cf. Oberhummer, E. Op. cit., 329-330; Kayapos, I'. Op. cit., p. 31; cf.
also Boschnakov, K. Die Thraker ,,Tetrachoritai“. — Talanta, 22/23, 1990/1991, 7-13, whose hypothesis
1 do not accept. The name tetoaywotta itself could be related to the ancient Greek xwotov (fort, town,
place) in a sense of those of the four forts or to xwoa (land, district, territory) eventually meaning those
of the four cantons; the second seems less plausible for the alternative version Tetodkwpot in Stepha-
nus Byzantinys which certainly derives from wcoun (village, hamlet, settlement).

W Hammond, N. G. L., G. T. Griffith, Op. cit., p. 545.

12 Plut. Alex. 9.1. Bxx. Hammond, N. G. L., G. T. Griffith, Op. cit., p. 558.

13 Polyb. 23.8.3-7; T. Liv. 39.53.12—14. Cpg. Const. Porph. de legat. p. 47. About the date cf.
Walbank, F. W. Philip V of Macedon. London, 1967?, p. 334; Hammond, N. G. L., F. W. Walbank.
A History of Macedonia. Vol. 3, 336-167 B. C. Oxford, 1988, p. 468.
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yemupukpenocmuu, yemupucenuwynu)'’, IoacKasaHara oT TO3U (pparMeHT UICH-
TU(UKAIMA HACOYBA MMEHHO KbM OSCHTE KaTO OCHOBHH MPOTHUBHUIM HA AHTH-
narsp u [lapMeHNOH B Ta3u ocTaHana 6e3 moBede JOKyMEHTHPAHU TIOAPOOHOCTH
kammanus. M 1okoakoTo 1 neaMata OUINIIOBH BOCHAYATHUIIM ¢a OUId OCTaBEHHU
B Ilena mo Bpeme Ha ob6camara Ha Ilepunt u Busantuon!!, emu3oapT HacoduBa
KBbM JIOKQIH3AIUs Ha TEPUTOPHUSTA, B KOSITO Ca C€ pa3UTpaii BEIIPOCHUTE BOCHHU
JIeHCTBUSI, B OTHOCUTENHA OIM30CT 10 OCHOBHATA TEPUTOPHUS Ha MaKeJOHCKOTO
napctBo. OcTaBa HAITBITHO HESICHO JIajli Ta3U KaMIaHMs € OWia B HIKaKBa Bph3Ka
C IeHCTBHATA Ha MIIaaust AJIEKCaHABp cpemly mMemure'? wim e Ouia OTAeaHa U
CaMOCTOSITeNIHA; BB BCEKU Clydail TS ce BIIMCBA B CTpaTerusara Ha OUIUNIOBHS
OTUT 32 YCTAaHOBSIBAHE Ha TpaiiHa XereMOHHMs HaJ I0KHUTE paiionn Ha Tpakus u
MOXKE JIa € TIPEJICTABIsIBala OIMUT 3a OCHIIECTBIBAHE HA MPSKA BPh3Ka ChC 3aBIIa-
JIEHUTE OT Lapsl OJPUCKHU TepUTOpUHU B [ OpHOTpakuiickaTa HU3MHA.

Enpa B Haganoto Ha Il B. ip. Xp. uMeTo Ha OecuTe U3ILTyBa OTHOBO, Makap U
CBBCEM EIU30IMYHO, B cBeneHusaTa Ha [lonubuit u Tur JIuBuii 3a kaMIianuaTa Ha
makenoHckust ap @umun V B Tpakus npe3 183 . op.Xp." TIpe3 nposnerra Ha Cb-
niara roguHa Ouiun OWIT 3acTaBeH OT PUMIITHUTE J]a U3TEIVIH TApHU30HUTE CU OT
Mapones, EHoc u mpyru rpajose B kpaiibpexHara 30Ha. OTaaBHA pa304apoBaH OT
MEPCIIEKTUBUTE Ha HAJIOXKeHUs My cieq Kunockedane puMcKyd MUP U TpbTrHAI MO
BT Ha TTOATOTOBKA 332 HOB PEIIUTENCH COTBCHK, KOSATO MPETIoaraia v BbTPEIIHO
cTaOWIM3npane Ha MakeIOHHS, M OCUTYpsSIBaHe Ha 3JIpaB THJI U ChIO3HHUIM Ha bai-
KaHUTE U3BBH 30HATa, MOCTaBEHa MO/l pUMCKa oreka 1 BiirouBama Enup, Tecanus,
msuta Emana u Tpakuiickoto kpaiOpekue, mpe3 JSTOTO Ha chllata roguHa Ouimum
TIOBEJ apPMHUSITA CH KbM BBTpPEIIHOCTTa Ha Tpakus. Criopes TakOHUYHHS pa3ka3 Ha
IonuOnii Tol Haxmyn npe3z cpeoama na Tpaxua (dux péong g Odkng) U Ha-
Na/THAJT TEPUTOPHHTE HA OJPUCHTE, OSCUTE M JICHTEIICTUTE; TIPEB3EN C HalaJICHUE
HaIyCHaTHsl OT MHO3MHCTBO TpakaaHu DUIMIIONONUC U npemunan npes3 yaiama
PABHUHA, KAMO ONYCMOWUIL 3eMUme Ha eOHU, a 0m Opyeu 83ell KJlemsd 3d 6apHOCH,
CJell KOETO C€ OTTENNIWJI, OCTAaBSIMKK TapHU30H BbB (DUIUIONONNC; MOCIEIHUST
BITPOYEM OHJI CKOPO MTPOTOHEH OT OTMETHAIIUTE CE OT HAJIOXKESHUS UM ChIO3 OJIPHCH.
IToutu cpioro e nmosropeHo y Tut JluBuii, kbreto obaue peabT Ha OUIUTIOBUTE
MIPOTUBHUIIM € pa3MecTeH (OAPHUCH, JCHTENETH U Oecu). XeMbH] PEKOHCTPYHpa
nBrkeHneTo Ha dunumosara apmus npe3 Pogonure, mo mbTd HA AJEKCaHIBP OT
335 r. Ha OTHBaHE, a CJeJ pa3rpoMa Ha OIPUCUTE U MpeB3eMaHeTo Ha PHIUMo-

10 3a terpaxopurute BX.: Oberhummer, E. urt. cpu., 329-330; Kayapos, I'. ur. cpu., c. 31;
BX. U Boschnakov, K. Die Thraker ,,Tetrachoritai®. — Talanta, 22/23, 1990/1991, 7—-13, ¢ 4usiTo XU-
moTe3a He CbM chIaceH. CaMoTO MMe TeTQaXWQLTAL MOXKE [1a C€ M3BEIE OT CTAPOrPBIKOTO XWIOV
(KpemocT, yKpeneHo MsCTO) B CMUCHJ HA YemUpUKpenocmuu, Yemupuepaoi, W IbK OT Xwoa (3eMs,
00J1aCT, TEPUTOPHS, HO CHIIO U TAK YKPEIICHO MSICTO, KPEIIOCT) B CMUCHII Ha YemupuoOiachHu;, BTO-
POTO M3ITIENkK/IA O-MAJIKO BepOATHO 3apau naneHus y Credan BusanTuiicky anTepHaTUBEH BapHAHT
TeTQAKWLLOL, KOETO ChC CHTYPHOCT BB3X0XK/IA KBbM KW (CEN0, CENMIIE, HACEIEHO MACTO).

" Hammond, N. G. L., G. T. Griffith. Llut. cbu., c. 545.

12 Plut. Alex. 9.1. Bx. Hammond, N. G. L., G. T. Griffith. Llut. cbu., c. 558.

13 Polyb. 23.8.3-7; T. Liv. 39.53.12—-14. Cps. Const. Porph. de legat. p. 47. 3a narara BX.:
Walbank, F. W. Philip V of Macedon. London, 1967, p. 334; Hammond, N. G. L., F. W. Walbank.
A History of Macedonia. Vol. 3, 336-167 B. C. Oxford, 1988, p. 468.
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the imposed alliance. The same story is repeated by Livius, but with a partly re-
versed order of Philip’s enemies (Odrysians, Dentheletae and Bessi). Hammond
has suggested that Philip’s army advanced through the Rhodope Mountains, along
the same road which Alexander used for his advance to the north in 335 BC, and
then after the defeat of the Odrysians and the capture of Philippopolis retreated to
the west through the lands of the Bessi (placed by him in the western part of the
Thracian Plain and along the upper Hebros) and those of the Dentheletae (located
rather arbitrarily around Sofia), who were in turn defeated and reduced to submis-
sion.' Such a reconstruction of the events is not impossible, but it puts too much
confidence in the order of Philip’s adversaries in the text of Polybios; the alterna-
tive suggestion that Philip’s army went both ways along the same road seems also
perfectly plausible, and this could be presumed to coincide at least partly with the
road taken by the army of Sitalces in 429 BC, a stretch of it maybe also with that
of Alexander the Great on his return from the Danube in 335 BC — from the valley
of Axios through the Kjustendil plain (more probable as the core of the territory
of the Dentheletae than Hammond’s localization around Sofia) and then to the
east along what was to become the Roman road from Pautalia to Philippopolis,
along which in this case should be placed the ravaged lands of the Bessi who are
characteristically placed by Polybios between the Odrysians and the Dentheletae.
Another characteristic detail which should not be overlooked is that both Polybios
and Livius explicitly attribute Philippopolis to the Odrysians who regained the
city soon after Philip’s withdrawal; it is evident that in the east the territory of
the Bessi would not have reached the region around Philippopolis and the wide
central part of the Thracian plain.

The brief passages of Polybios and Livius, besides their significance for the
eventual solution of the entangled problem with the localization of the Bessi and
their territories, have the value of being the earliest explicit historical testimonies
presenting the Bessi as an individualized and important Thracian tribal group.
They are mentioned alongside the Odrysians and Dentheletae among the enemies
of Philip V and as one of the objectives of his aggression in 183 BC which implies
that in that age they possessed at least a certain amount of political independence
and organization (on a tribal or early state level?), otherwise they would not have
been noticed as an adversary to the mighty Macedonian king. The identification
of the tetrachoritae whom Antipater and Parmenion fought in 340 BC as the Bessi
would of course project that suggestion back in time, implying that they should
eventually be recognized as a sovereign ethno-political entity throughout the ear-
lier phases of the Hellenistic Age, from the second half of the fourth till the early
second century BC. Unfortunately beyond the brief notices on the Macedonian
military expeditions which reached on those two occasions their territories, the
history of the Bessi in this period remains completely unknown.

The name of the Bessi starts to appear more often in the preserved ancient
historical tradition on the period after the institution of the Roman province of
Macedonia in the middle of the second century BC; together with the Maedi and

4 Hammond, N. G. L., F. W. Walbank. Loc. cit.
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MOJIMC OTTENIIHETO OMIIO Ha 3ama/l pe3 3eMuTe Ha OecuTe (B 3amajiHaTa 4acT Ha
TopHOTpakmiickaTa HU3MHA ¥ OKOJIO TOPHOTO TeueHHEe Ha XeOpoc) U IEHTEICTUTE
(moctaBeHn He ChBCeM Mpenn3Ho okoino Codus), KOUTO CHIO OWIIN MOCIeI0Ba-
TEJHO pasrpoMeHu u nomuuneHu'®, Tlogo6Ha pEeKOHCTPYKIMS HE € HEBB3MOXKHA,
HO OTJaBa MIPEKAJICHO TOSIMO 3HAYEHHE Ha peja Ha M30pOsSBaHETO Ha TPAKUICKUTE
nporuBHAI Ha Ownn y [lonuOuil; HATBIHO JOIYCTUMO H3IICKIA U TIPEIIIO-
JIO)KEHUETO MaKeJIOHCKaTa apMus Jla € MpeMUHala U B JIBETE [MOCOKU MO €lIUH U
CBIIY ITBT, U TO MO BCsKa BEPOSTHOCT To3W Ha Curankosara apmus oT 429 . u Ha
orrensiHeTo Ha Anekcanabpp Benmku B 335 . ip. Xp., T.€. OT AonMHATa HA AKCHOC
npe3 Krocrenamicko (Mo-BeposiTHO KaTo OCHOBHA TEPUTOPHS HA JIEHTEJETUTE OT
nocoueHara ot XeMbH]1 Tokanm3aius B Copuiicko) U 0TTaM Ha U3TOK 10 TPACETO
Ha Opaenmws puMcky bT [layTanms — Ouanmononmc, OKoIo KOHTo cienBa aa 0b-
JIaT Pa3IoJIOKEHU U Pa30pEeHUTE OT HEro 3eMH Ha Oecute, XapakTepHO MOCTaBEeHH
y [onmubuit Mexxay oapucuTe U JeHTeNneTrTe. BaskeH 3a oTOems13BaHe ACTalI €, ue
u [oym6wuid, u Tut JIuBuii M3pudHO CBHP3BaT DUITHITOIONHUC C OPUCUTE, KOUTO CH
BbpHAJIM Tpaja ciej oTTerIsiHeTo Ha Ouiun V; 04eBUIHO HA U3TOK TEPUTOPHTA
Ha OecHTe He € JJocTUraia A0 paiioHa Ha nHemHus [11oBAMB M oOmMpHATa 11eH-
TpanHa yacT Ha [opHOTpakuiickara HU3WHA.

OcBeH 3HAaUYEHUETO UM 3a U3SACHSABAHE Ha 3aIuleTeHUs MpoOJeM C JIoKaIu3a-
ousTa Ha GGCI/ITC U TCXHUTC TCPUTOPHHU, TJAKOHUIHUTC CBHUJACTCIICTBA Ha ITonu-
ouit 1 Tut JIuBuii ca BakHU M KaTO HAlH-pPaHHOTO U3PHYHO MCTOPUICCKO CBH/IC-
TEJICTBO, MPEJCTABSIIO OeCUTe KaTo 3HAUMTENIHA rpyla TPAaKUICKO HacelleHue.
ITocouenu, Hapen ¢ OAPUCHUTE U JACHTENETUTE, KaTo mpoTuBHUIM Ha Dunun V u
o0ekT Ha HeroBara arpecus npe3 183 I., Te OCBEH TOBa IO BCSIKa BEPOSATHOCT ca
MPUTEKABAIM B Ta3H €M0Xa HSIKAKBa CTENEH Ha IMOJIUTUYECKA CAMOCTOSTEIIHOCT
W OopraHu3anus (Ha MJIeMEeHHO WK paHHObPKaBHO HUBO?), HHAYE €/1Ba JIU Ouxa
3a0ems3aHl KaTo MPOTHBHUIIM Ha MOT'BIINS MaKeIOHCKH nap. Pasbupa ce, pas-
MM03HABaHETO MMEHHO Ha OeCUTe 3a]] IOCOYCHUTE KaTo MPOTUBHUIM HA AHTHTIA-
Tbp ¥ [lapmMennon B 340 r. TETpaxOpUTH MPaBU [10-CKOPO BEPOSTHO TBHPIECHUETO,
4e mpe3 LsU1aTa paHHOCTMHUCTHYECKA e1oXa, OT BTopaTa mojoBuHa Ha [V gak 1o
Hadgajoto Ha I B. ip.Xp., 6ecuTe ca mpecTaBIsIBad CaMOCTOSATEIICH €THO-TTOJH-
TUYECKHU CYOeKT. 3a ChKaJleHHe U3BbH JBETEe KPATKU CHOOIICHUS 32 TOCTUTHAIH
JI0 3eMHTE UM MAaKECAOHCKH BOCHHHU €KCIEIUINY TAXHATA UCTOPHUS B TO3H IIEPHOJ
0CTaBa HAITBITHO HETIO3HATA.

Crnen npeBpblliaHeTo Ha MakeZloHUs B pUMCcKa IPOBUHIIMS B cpeaara Ha I B.
np.Xp. OecuTe MOCTETEHHO 3al0yYBaT Ja Ce MOSBABAT BCE II0-YECTO B CBEICHH-
sITa Ha aHTHYHATA UCTOPUYECKA TPATUIINsS, W3SBSBANKHU ce, HApEeI ¢ MEOUTE M
CKOPAUCKHTE, KaTO 0COOEHO aKTUBHU PUMCKHU MPOTUBHUIIM, MO3ULIKSA, KOSITO 1Ie
T'M BKapa B MPOABIDKUTENIECH KOHGIUKT U ¢ KOHGOPMHUCTKH HACTPOEHHUTE CIPSIMO
pumistHATE ofpucH. Tasu abira 6op6a, ocTaBuiia OJe/1a U 1ajey HellbIHA Ciena
B ICTOPUYECKUTE M3BOPHU'’, IMa JIBe CTPAHU: BOMHCTBEHUTE BapPBAPCKH IJIEMEHA

Y Hammond, N. G. L., F. W. Walbank. 1ur. mscto.
15 TnaBHO mopaju 3ary0BaHETO Ha OPUIMHATHATA HCTOPHICCKA TPAAULNS y aBTOpH Kato [1o-
cunonuii, Canycruii, Tut Jlusuii u Ctpabon. [lo Hac ca JOCTUTHAIM OCHOBHO MO-KbCHH LIUTATH U
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Scordisci they are listed systematically among the most active Roman adversaries
in the Balkans, a position which would also entangle them in a prolonged conflict
with the Odrysians who had on their part taken a conformist attitude towards the
Romans. This long strife has left a faint and incomplete trace in the extant histori-
cal sources' with events of two alternating types: the rapacious Barbaric tribes
(among them the Bessi) would periodically raid Macedonian territory, looking for
booty in the prosperous Roman province, while the retaliatory expeditions of the
Roman legions had the purpose of pacifying the frontier and preventing similar
raids in future, a goal which remained unattainable during a long period of time
despite the considerable military resources invested towards this end.'® The pro-
longed discord with the Romans would have influenced the stereotyped image of
the Bessi as an especially wild, belligerent and villainous tribe which prevails in
the testimonies from that age.!”

The earliest known important event in this sequence is connected with the
name of Marcus Minucius Rufus '® who came to Macedonia as a Roman consul
in 110 BC and remained in the province as its governor in the following years
until 106 BC when he returned to Rome and was awarded a triumph; the name of
his adversaries has not however survived in the Fasti triumphales.!” A number of
epitomized accounts in later authors which all seem to ultimately derive from Titus
Livius speak consistently of large-scale military operations lead by Minucius in
the deep interior of the Balkan Peninsula; a recurring detail is a large winter battle
fought near the frozen river Hebros.?® The adversaries of Minucius are described
in these texts either generally as “Thracians” or more specifically as Scordisci,
Triballi and even Dacians. In this case however priority should be given to the

15 The main reason for this sad state of the sources is the unfortunate loss of the original his-
torical tradition represented by authors like Posidonius, Sallust, Titus Livius and Strabo. What has
survived are mainly much later quotations and epitomized accounts which are not only brief but also
quite often imprecise and uncertain in the transmission of concrete details.

16 Cf. e.g. Walbank, F. W. Prelude to Spartacus: The Romans in Southern Thrace, 150-70 B.C. —In:
Spartacus. Symposium rebus Spartaci gestis dedicatum 2050 a., Sofia, 1981, 14-27; Tauesa, M. Victopus
Ha GBJIrapcKUTe 3eMH B IPEBHOCTTA TIPe3 eMMHUCTHYECKaTa U puMcKara emoxa. C., 19972, 61-83.

17 Cf. e.g. Strabo 7.5.12: All these tribes are very much addicted to robbery, especially the
Bessi who ... are called robbers even by the other brigands, they live in huts and lead a hard life
(Mdvta pév ovv tavta Anotokwtata €0, BéoooLd¢ ... O1o tav Anot@v Anotal mgooayogevovatl,
kaAvPitai Tveg kat Avmedpon); 7 fr. 48: All these tribes are addicted to plunder, particularly the
Bessi (&mavta ¢ i €0vn) Anotowa tavta, paAota d ot Béooou).

18 On Minucius cf.: Miinzer, F. Minucius (No 54). — RE, 15, 1932, 1962—1963; Broughton, T.
R. S. The Magistrates of the Roman Republic 1, New York, 1951, 543—-544; Zaowdxkig, ©. X. Pwpaiot
&oxovteg g émaoying Makedoviag. O@ecoadovikn, 1971, 60-62; Papazoglou, F. Quelques aspects
de I’histoire de la province de Macédoine. — Aufstieg und Niedergang der Roemischen Welt 2.7.1,
1979, S. 314.

1 Degrassi, A. Fasti Capitolini. Roma, 1954, p. 107, fills the lacuna with de Scordisteis et
Thraecibus; older editions of the Fasti usually suggest de Scordisteis et Triballeis, based on Euthro-
pius. In any case the empty space on the stone seems to suggest two ethnic names. The information
gleaned from the inscriptions mentioned below would authorize a possible reconstruction of the text
as de Scordisteis et Besseis.

2 T. Liv. per. 65: M. Minucius proconsul adversus Thracas prospere pugnavit, Frontin. 2.4.3;
Amm. Marc. 27.4.10; Eutrop. 4.27; Fest. 9; Flor. 1.39; lord. Rom. 219.
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(cpen xouTo u GecuTe) ca HAXITyBaJIM MEPHOANYHO HA MAKEJOHCKA TEPUTOPHUS,
TBHPCEHKH IUITYKa B Oorarara puMCKa MPOBUHINS, JOKAaTO OTBETHUTE ITOXOIH HA
PUMCKHTE JIETHOHHU Ca MMAJM 32 Lel Aa YMUPOTBOPAT IpaHULATA U Ja MpefoT-
BpaTAT 3a B ObJelle MOAOOHN HaXIyBaHMs, LEJ, KOSITO ABJIIO BpPEMeE, BbIPEKU
BJIOXKEHHUTE MallabHU BOGHHU PeCypCH, OCTaBa HenocturHara's. JIbiaroro npotu-
BOIOCTABSIHE CPEIly PUMIISIHUTE BEPOSITHO € MOBIIUSIIO U HAa HAJIOXKEHHSI B CBEJIE-
HUSTA OT Ta3U €roxa CTePeoTHI OecuTe Aa ce pasmIexJaT KaTo 0COOEHO IUBO,
BOMHCTBEHO U pa30oiiHIYeCKO mieme!’.

[TepBOTO 3HAUMMO CHOMTHE B Ta3W MOPEIMIA € CBBP3aHO C IMETO Ha Mapk
Munyuuit Pyd!'s, koiito qomrsn B MakenoHus kato puMcki koueya B 110 . 1 oc-
TaHaJl B IPOBUHIIMATA KaTO HEWH yIPABHUTEN HE CaMO IIpe3 ClieBaliaTa roiarHa,
Ho 9ak 710 106 . mp. Xp., koraro ce npubpan B PuM u oTripasnyBan Tpuymd; nme-
TO Ha MPOTUBHHUIIUTE My obade He e 3ama3eHo B TpuyMdanaute dactu'®. B eqna
MopeuIia OT Bh3XOXKAaly KbM TUT JIMBUI cBelneHUs Ha MO-KbCHU aBTOPU CE
TOBOpH 3a MamaOHW BOGHHHM AEHCTBUS Ha MUHynnii BB BTpENIHOCTTa Ha ban-
KaHCKHsI [TOJIyOCTPOB; IIOCTOSHHO CIIOMEHABAHUAT JICTANI B TSX € FOJIIMO 3UMHO
Cpa’keHHE Kpaii 3aMpb3HaiaTa peka Xeopoc?’. OcBeH 300110 KaTo ,,TPaKUAIn*,
MIPOTUBHMIINTE Ha MUHYIIMH ca OTOeII3aHN B TE3M TEKCTOBE KaTo CKOPAMCKH,
TpubaM u 1opH Aakuiinu. B ciaydas obade nmpropuTeT UMa KOHKpeTHaTa HH(Oop-
Malus, 3ala3eHa B [Ba OPUTHHAJIHY [TOYETHU HAAIICa, TOCBETEHH Ha MOOEIUTe
Ha Munynuit — enuHUAT 0T endu (¢ TPBUKA U JIATHHCKA BapUAHT), OPYTHAT OT
MakeqoHCKus rpaj Eypomoc B monunara Ha Akcroc?!. B Tsx ce crioMeHaBar mo-

SMUTOMUPAHY U3BICUCHUS, HE CAMO KPAaTKH, HO U YeCTO HEMPELU3HU U HECUTYPHH B IIPEaBaHETO
Ha KOHKPETHU JeTalin.

16 Byk. manp.: Walbank, F. W. Prelude to Spartacus: The Romans in Southern Thrace, 150-70
B.C. — In: Spartacus. Symposium rebus Spartaci gestis dedicatum 2050 a., Sofia, 1981, 14-27; Ta-
uega, M. VicTopus Ha ObIrapcKuTe 3¢MHU B JPEBHOCTTA IIpe3 €IMHUCTHYECKATa U PEMCKaTa eroxa.
C., 1997% 61-83.

17 Cpg. Hamp.: Strabo 7.5.12: Bcuuku me3u niemeHna ca MHO20 paz0oiiHuyecku,; ocobeHo becume,
KOUMO ... ca HApUYaHu pasoouHuyy om camume pazo0tHuyu,; me 0oumasam Konuou u xcusesm 6eoHo
(TMévta pév ovv tavta Anorokwtata €0vn, Béoool ¢ ... U1 v Anot@v Anjotai meooaryogevova,
kaAvBrtal tves kat Avmeopion); 7 fr. 48: Beuuku mesu nnemena ca pasboiinuyecku, Ho Hali-6eyve becu-
me (&roavta 8¢ T €0vn Anotouca tavta, pdAwta d’ ol Béooot).

18 3a mero Bk.: Miinzer, F. Minucius (No 54). — RE, 15, 1932, 1962-1963; Broughton, T. R.
S. The Magistrates of the Roman Republic 1, New York, 1951, 543—-544; Zaowdxkis, ©. X. Pwuaiot
a&oxovteg g émagyiag Makedoviag. Oegoarovikn, 1971, 60-62; Papazoglou, F. Quelques aspects
de I’histoire de la province de Macédoine. — Aufstieg und Niedergang der Roemischen Welt 2.7.1,
1979, S. 314.

1 Degrassi, A. Fasti Capitolini. Roma, 1954, p. 107, nonsiBa nakyHara ¢ de Scordisteis et
Thraecibus; B mo-ctapu u3ganus Ha (acTuTe AOMbIBaHETO € N0 de Scordisteis et Triballeis, Ha
6azara Ha EBTponuii. BbB Bceku ciyuail mpa3HOTO MSICTO Ha Hajmuca Mpearonara e uMeHa. B
CBET/IMHATA HAa HH(OPMALIUATA OT pa3IvIeflaHUTe [10-0Iy HaAIIICH BIPOYEM H3IVIEK1a HAIIBIHO Bb3-
MOKHO U JIOIIBJIBAHETO C de Scordisteis et Besseis.

2 T. Liv. per. 65: M. Minucius proconsul adversus Thracas prospere pugnavit, Frontin. 2.4.3;
Amm. Marc. 27.4.10; Eutrop. 4.27; Fest. 9; Flor. 1.39; lord. Rom. 219.

2! Vatin, C. Les monuments de M. Minucius a Delphes. —BCH, 91, 1967, 401-407; Bousquet, J.
Inscriptions de Delphes. — BCH, 115, 1991, 177-179. Hapgnucst ot [endu e Oun u3npibdan BbpXy
0a3ara Ha KOHHA CTaTys ¥ INIACH B IPBIKHUS CH BapHAHT:
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more precise information preserved in two original honorific inscriptions dedicated
to the victories of Minucius, one from Delphi (with Greek and Latin versions) and
another from the Macedonian city Europos in the valley of the Axios.?' These
texts mention the victories of Marcus Minucius Rufus over the Scordisci and
over the Bessi and other Thracians; the text of the Delphic inscription suggest
explicitly two separate campaigns (vucijoavta tov meog F'aAdtag Zrogdiotag
Kol TOv 1eos Béoooug kal tovg Aowmovg Opaukas toAepov).? Jean Bousquet
even feels authorized to suggest that Minucius must have lead his campaign
against the Scordisci in his consular year (110 BC) and the other one, against the
Bessi and other Thracians, in the following years as a proconsul and together with
his brother Quintus.?’

These laconic testimonies carry the reflection of what seems to have been
events on a great scale, and in which the Bessi evidently played a preeminent
role. It is to be regretted that the scanty information does not permit a fuller
reconstruction and the situation remains to a considerable degree elusive not
only in regard to the separate military campaigns of Minucius but also to the
preceding events and the ensuing results and after-effects. It could easily be
suggested for example that the arrival of the Roman consul and his following
resolute actions were occasioned by preceding raids on the territory of the prov-
ince of Macedonia in which the Scordisci and the Bessi would have played a
preeminent role. It could also be remarked that however impressive they might
seem, the victories of the consul Minucius evidently did not bring about a last-
ing debilitation of his adversaries as both the Scordisci and the Bessi would
remain throughout the following century among the most conspicuous Roman
enemies on the Balkan Peninsula.

2 Vatin, C. Les monuments de M. Minucius a Delphes. — BCH, 91, 1967, 401-407; Bousquet,
J. Inscriptions de Delphes. — BCH, 115, 1991, 177-179. The Delphic inscription was engraved on
the basis of an equestrian statue and reads in the Greek version:

Maagrov Mtl vikiov Ko[tvtov viov Po]opov otoa-

[tInyov Umal tov Pwpaifwv viknolavta tov meog
I'aAdtag Llkoediotag [kat to]v meog Béoooug
K]at toug Alotrtove Oau[rag mJoAepov & TTOALS
tJov AeAd lwv apetag éve[kev] kai evegyeoiag tag
el]c éavtalv AOAA VL
and in the Latin version:

M. Minucium Q. f. Rufum

Imperatorem Galleis

Scordisteis et Besseis

[devictei]s [ob me]rita [Apolline]i de[di]-

cavit Populus Delphius.
The inscription from Europos is of almost identical content with insignificant textual deviations:

[Maagkov Muviukiov] Kotvtov viov [Plov[d]ov ofto]atnyov

[Orat]ov Pwpaiwv vikioavta to[v] meog I'aAdtag Likodi-

[oTac] kait Béoooug kai tovg Aotrtove Opaukag moAeov

[Ttov avt]@v evegyétnv aoetnc évekev kal evvolag

Evgwnaiwv 1) moALG.

2 Cf. Papazoglu, F. The Central Balkan Tribes in Pre-Roman Times. Triballi, Autariatae,
Dardanians, Scordisci and Moesians. Amsterdam, 1978, 299-300.

3 Bousquet, J. Op. cit., p. 178.

[
[
[
[
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6eaure Ha Mapk Munymmii Py Han rajgatute CKOpIUCKH U Hall OECUTE U APYTH
TPAaKUUIM; TEKCTHT HA NEI(UHACKIS HAAMUC W3PHYHO MpEanoiara IBe OTACTHH
KaMnaHuu (vikfjoavta tov meog I'aAdtag Lrogdiotag kai tov mpog Béoooug
Kol Tovg Aowovg Boaukag TtoAepov)?. Kan Bycke mopu cMsiTa 3a BB3MOXKHO Jia
ce yroyHd, ye MuHyIui OW BOIWII BOMHATA CPEITy CKOPIUCKUTE KaTo KOHCYI
mpe3 110 T, a Ta3um cpenry OecuTe U APYTUTE TPAKUHIN B CIICIBAIIUTE TOTMHH
BeUe KaToO MPOKOHCYM U 3aemHo ¢ 6par cu KBuHT?.

HocTurHanuTe 10 HAC JAKOHWYHH CBEICHHUS HOCAT OTIIaca Ha MamaOHu
CBHOUTHSA, B KOUTO OSCHTE OUYEBHIHO Ca WTPANU IIEPBOCTEIICHHA POIs. 3a ChikKa-
JIeHHE Te He ca JOCTaThUHU 33 MBIHOKPBHBHA PEKOHCTPYKIUS U CUTYyalUsATa OC-
TaBa B MHOTO OTHOIICHUS HEM3SCHIMA HE CaMO C OIVIel Ha KOHKPETHUTE BOCHHU
KaMIaHUU Ha MUHYIWH, HO ¥ Ha MPETUCTOPHUATA UM U Ha TEXHUTE PE3yNTaTH U
nocyieAnii. Moxe JIECHO J1a Ce MPEAIONIoKH HAlPUMEp, Ye MOosBaTa Ha PUMCKHUS
KOHCYJI ¥ HeTOBHUTE PEIIUTETHHN JCHCTBUS ca OMIM OTTOBOP Ha MpEAIICCTBAIIN
HAIIECTBUS HA TEPUTOPHUATA HA TMPOBHHIUS MaKeIOHUS, B KOUTO CKOPIUCKUTE
u OecuTe BEpOATHO ca Mrpalii MbPBOCTENEHHA poiisi. Moxe ChIo Ja ce oThe-
JIeKH, 4e, KOJIKOTO M BIEYAT/IBAILM Ja ca OmiIu, modenuTe Ha KOHCyna Muny-
Uil OYEeBUIHO HE Ca TOBEJH O TpaHO 00e3CHIBaHEe HA HETOBUTE IIPOTHBHUIIN;
CKOPJIMICKHTE U OSCHTE IIIe OCTAHAT CPe/ Hall-3HAYMMUTE PUMCKH POTUBHUIIN HA
BankaHckus OTyoCTPOB TIpe3 IETUs CIIeABAIl BEK.

dparMeHTapHUTE CBEJCHUS 3a oxonuTe Ha Mapk Munynwuii Py¢ ca Bax-
HU U C TOBTAPSIIOTO C€ ChOOIICHNUE 3a TOJSIMOTO 3UMHO CpaKeHUE Kpai 3aM-
pB3HanaTa peka XeOpoc, O4EBUHO MO BpeMe Ha BOWHATa cpelry Oecute; TO
CBhC CHUTYPHOCT CIIeZBa J1a C€ B3eMe MPEIBHJ, HApPEed ¢ OCTAHAJIUTE aHTHYHU
CBEJICHUS, TIPU Pa3IICKIAHETO HAa TPYIHUS BBIIPOC 3a JTOKAIH3AUATA Ha Oec-
KHTE TCPUTOPHH.

Maagrov Ml vikiov Ko[itvtov viov PoJodov otoa-

tJnyov vmaltov Pwpai[wv viknolavia tov meog

TaAdtag Xlkopdilotag [kat To]v meog Béoooug

K]at toug Alotrtove Oa[kag m]oAepov & TTOALS

tJov AeAd lwv agetag éve[kev] kai evegyeoiag tag
[el]g éavtal v ATTOAA VL.

U B JIATUHCKHSI BapUAHT:

M. Minucium Q. f. Rufum

Imperatorem Galleis

Scordisteis et Besseis

[devictei]s [ob me]rita [Apolline]i de[di]-
cavit Populus Delphius.

Haanucst ot Eyponoc nma nouTH ChIOTO ChABPKAHUE C HE3HAYUTEIIHHU Pa3JIUKU:
[Maagkov Muvikiov] Kotvtov viov [Plov[d]ov ofto]atnyov
[brat]ov Popailwv viknoavia to[v] meog IF'aAdtag Licogdi-
[oTac] kat Béoooug kai tovg Aotrtove Ogatukag moAeov
[Tov alT]@v eveQyétnv aQetng évekev kal evvolag

Evpwnaiwv 1) moALG.
22 Bx. Papazoglu, F. The Central Balkan Tribes in Pre-Roman Times. Triballi, Autariatae,

Dardanians, Scordisci and Moesians. Amsterdam, 1978, 299-300.
3 Bousquet, J. ur. cpu., c. 178.
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The fragmentary pieces of evidence on the expeditions of Marcus Minucius
Rufus contain the repeated detail of a large winter battle by the frozen river He-
bros; as this seems to fit feasibly in the context of the war against the Bessi, it
should evidently be added to the remaining ancient testimonies when trying to
solve the difficult problem posed by the localization of their territories.

There is no explicit mention of the Bessi in the extant evidence on the Thra-
co-Roman conflicts of the following three decades which were almost incessant,
exacerbated and often on a considerable scale.?* The Roman enemies most of-
ten mentioned in this period are the Maedi together with the Dardanians and the
Scordisci among others; but the fragmentary accounts often speak more generally
of the Thracian tribes, as the Roman military expeditions reached further and
further in the Thracian interior: in 76 BC Appius Claudius Pulcher fought in the
Rhodopae, and in 75-73 BC Gaius Scribonius Curio reached the Thracian sec-
tion of the Danube. Thus it seems easy to suggest that the Bessi would also have
played some role in the events of this period, but this was probably not of such
an outstanding character as to make their name noticed in the scanty summaries
extracted from the original historical tradition which have come down to us.

The next explicit mention of the name of the Bessi is on the occasion
of the large military campaign in Thrace of Marcus Terentius Varro Lucullus,
consul for 73 BC and brother of Lucius Licinius Lucullus, the commander in
charge of the war against Mithridates in Asia. Marcus Lucullus was proconsul
of Macedonia in 72 and 71 BC; his campaigns in Thrace were described in
detail in the 97" book of Titus Livius from which only the perioche containing
the laconic notice M. Lucullus procos. Thracas subegit has remained.”® Several
short excerpts deriving from the lost text of Livius have been preserved
in Eutropius, Ammianus Marcellinus, Rufus Festus, Jordanes, Florus and
Orosius;?® they mention military actions of Lucullus in different parts of Thrace,
including the taking of the cities of Eumolpias or Pulpudeva (Philippopolis),
Uscudama (the future Hadrianopolis) and Cabyle in the interior and Apollonia,
Callatis, Parthenopolis, Tomoi and Histria along the Black Sea coast. The more
detailed accounts explicitly mention in the first place the Bessi, the most valiant
nation of the Bessi in Ammianus, surpassing all the rest in valiance and glory
in Jordanes, the chief tribe of Thrace in Rufus Festus;?’ they evidently suffered
a decisive defeat from the Roman proconsul in the very first campaign of his
Thracian war. In spite of the textual variants most texts affirm that Lucullus
was the first to defeat the Bessi (Bessis primus Romanorum intulit bellum in
Eutropius; modtog émyaye Béoooic méAepov in the Greek translation of
Paeanius; cum Bessis primus conflixit in Rufus Festus), and this affirmation
needs an explanation in view of the not less significant Bessic campaign of
Marcus Minucius Rufus which was earlier by almost forty years. As already

2 Cf. Walbank, F. W. Prelude..., p. 16; Tauesa, M. Ucropus..., 66—69.

B T. Liv. perioch. 97.

2 Eutrop. 6.10; Amm. Marc. 27.4.11; Rufus Fest. 9; Jordan. Romana 221; Flor. 1.39; Oros. 6.3 .4.

2" Amm. Marc. 27.4.11: durissima gente Bessorum; Jordan. Romana 221: qui in fortitudine
famaque praeibant; Rufus Fest. 9: caput gentis Tratiam.
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Becute He ce crmoMeHaBaT U3PUYHO B CBEJCHUATA 33 TPAKO-PUMCKHUTE KOH-
(IIUKTH B ClenBaIIUTe TPH IECETHIICTUS, KOUTO ca OMIIM MOYTH HETPECTaHHH,
0)KECTOUCHH M HEPSIIKO TBhpAE Maiabun®*. Haii-uecTo Kato pUMCKH MPOTHBHHIH
B TAX (UTypHpaT MEAUTE, Hape] ¢ JapAaHIH, CKOPAUCKHU U Jp., HO B OTKbCICU-
HHUTE CBEACHUS Y€CTO CE€ TOBOPH OOIIO 32 TPAKUHUCKUTE IJIEMEHA, & Ml PUMCKHUTE
BOCHHU €KCIIEIUINH MTPOHUKBAT BCE MO-IBI00KO BBB BETPEITHOCTTA Ha Tpakus:
Amnuit Knasauii ITynxep BotoBan npe3 76 . B Pononute, I"ait Ckpubonuit Kypuon
nocturHain npe3 75—73 1. np.Xp. 10 Tpakuiickus ydyacThk Ha pekara [{ynas. Taka
4e He ¢ HeBB3MOXKHO J1a Ce MPEIIIONIOKH, e OecuTe ca OMIM HeeTHOKPATHO 3aMe-
CEHM U B CbOUTHUATA HA TO3U MEPUOJ, HO BEPOSITHO HE Ca UIPAJIU B TAX TOJIKOBA
II'BPBOCTEIICHHA POJIs, Ye J1a ObaT M3pUYHO OTOENA3aHU B JOCTUTHAIUTE A0 HAC
MOCTHH MU3BJIEYEHHUS OT OPUTHHAIHATA UCTOPUYECKA TPATULIMSL.

CrenBaioTo KOHKpETHO CIIOMEHABaHE Ha OecuTe € BbB Bpb3Ka C rojsimMara
BOoeHHa kamnaHus B Tpakus Ha koHcyna 3a 73 . Mapk Tepennuit Bapon Jlyky,
Opar Ha KOMaHIBAIIHA IO CHIIOTO BpEME BOCHHUTE NEHCTBUS cperry Murtpuaar
B Asus Jlynuit Jlunuanit Jlykyn. Mapk Jlykyn Oun mpokoHcyn Ha MakegoHHs
npe3 72 u 71 1. [eiictBusita My B Tpakus ca 6unm onucanu noxpobHo B 97-ta
kHura Ha Tut JIuBwHiA, OT KOATO O HAC € JOCTUTHAJIO ChbMO ChIBPKAHUETO C Jia-
KOHHYHOTO choOtenne: M. Lucullus procos. Thracas subegif®. Kbm 3aryOenust
TeKcT Ha JIMBUI1 BH3X0XK/IaT HSKOJIKO 3alla3eHy KpaTKu M3BiedeHus: y EBTponuid,
Awmman Mapuemus, Pydyc ®Decryc, ﬁopuaHec, ®rop u Opo3uii®®. B 1s1x ce cmo-
MEHaBaT BOCHHHU JieiicTBus Ha JIyKyn B pa3nuuHu paitoHn Ha Tpakus, B 4aCTHOCT
npes3emMaHeTo Ha rpagoBere EBmonmnuana uinu [Mynmynesa (@ununomnomnuc), Yc-
kynama (Opaemmar Xanpuanononrc) u Kadune BB BbTPEITHOCTTA U ATIONIOHUS,
Kanaruc, [Taprenonomnuc, Tomu n Xuctpust Ha YepHOMOPCKOTO Kpaiibpexue. B
MO-TIOPOOHNUTE BapHUAHTH Ha IBPBO MSCTO M3pUYHO GuUrypupar decure, Haii-
xpabpus Hapoo na becume'y AMUaH, npe6v3xoicoayu 6CUKY OCMAanaiy no xpa-
6pocm u cnasa 'y lopnanec, anasnomo nieme na Tpaxus y Pydpyc Dectyc?; te
OUYEBUIHO ca OWiH moOeeHH Oe3areNaiOHHO OT PUMCKHS IIPOKOHCYM OIIE B
II’bpBaTa KaMIIaHUS Ha HEroBaTa Tpakuiicka BoiiHa. He3aBucHMO OT TeKCcTyaliHUTe
BapUaHTH, Ha IIOBEUYETO MECTa U3PUYHO ce TBbpAH, ye Jlyky:n ,,ipbB* mobenun
6ecure (Bessis primus Romanorum intulit bellum y EBTponmit; mowtog érmjyaye
Béooowg méAepov B rpbikus npeBox Ha [leannit; cum Bessis primus conflixit y
Pydyc dectyc), u ToBa TBEpACHUE N3UCKBA OOSICHEHHE, IPEABU]] ONUCAHUSA T10-
rope OY4EBHHO CHIIO TBBpAE MamradeH moxoa Ha Mapk Munymuit Pyd cpermry
OecuTe MOYTH YETUPH JeceTuneTus no-paHo. Kakro Bede craHa gyma, B UCTO-
pHUUYECKUTE CBUJICTEICTBA 3a Ioxoaa Ha MuHyIuii (IpeACcTaBEeHH OT BCE ChIIUTE
enuToMaropy Ha JInBuii) GecuTe HEe ce CIIOMEHaBaT M3PUYHO ¥ OUTKaTa nmpu Xeo-
poc ce CBBp3Ba ¢ TsX Ha 06a3zaTa Ha ABaTta moueTHH Aekpeta ot [endu u Eyporoc.

2 Bix. Walbank, F. W. Prelude..., p. 16; Tauesa, M. Uctopusi..., 66—69.

3 T. Liv. perioch. 97.

26 Eutrop. 6.10; Amm. Marc. 27.4.11; Rufus Fest. 9; Jordan. Romana 221; Flor. 1.39; Oros.
6.3.4.

27 Amm. Marc. 27.4.11: durissima gente Bessorum; Jordan. Romana 221: qui in fortitudine
famaque praeibant; Rufus Fest. 9: caput gentis Tratiam.
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stated the historical narratives about the expedition of Minucius (preserved
in the same late epitomists of Livius) do not mention the Bessi by name and
the great battle at the Hebros is linked with them only on the evidence of the
two honorific decrees from Delphi and Europos. It could be presumed that
this common reticence reflects the phraseology of the lost primary source,
Titus Livius, who could have described the enemies of Minucius generally
as Thracians; it is difficult to decide whether it was Livius himself who then
made the mistake of qualifying the campaign of Lucullus as the first Roman
war against the Bessi, or this assumption was made in the later excerpts from
his work on which the remaining texts are based, but most probably the alleged
priority of Lucullus stems from a similar misunderstanding.

Another detail deserves special attention: Eutropius mentions explicitly
that the city of Uscudama (the future Hadrianopolis) which Lucullus took on
the first day of his assault was inhabited by Bessi.?® Could this single, but seem-
ingly definitive assertion be accepted as a reliable proof that in the first century
BC the region around the confluence of the rivers Maritsa (Hebros), Arda and
Tundja (Tonzos) had a Bessic population? Two texts transmitting in somewhat
greater detail the lost original account of Livius discredit this supposition. These
are the versions of Rufus Festus and Jordanes which seem fuller of detail and
have roughly the same substance; both mention separate actions of Lucullus
first against the Bessi, then against the Haemimontani (in the course of the latter
were taken the cities of Eumolpiada/Pulpudeva, Uscudama and Cabyle), and
in the third place against the coastal Pontic cities from Apollonia to Histria.?’
Viewed against the background of these somewhat more detailed accounts, the
text of Eutropius seems spuriously condensed, combining two separate cam-
paigns in one: the first of these was against the Bessi, while the taking of Uscu-
dama was part of the second one, against the “Haemomontani”, with whom the
inhabitants of the city should be linked, notwithstanding what stood in reality
behind that appellation.®

2 Eutrop. 6.10: oppidum Uscudamam, quod Bessi habitabant, eodem die, quo adgressus
est, vicit.

» Rufus Fest. 9: M. Lucullus per Thracias cum Bessis primus conflixit. Ipsam caput gentis Tra-
tiam vicit: Haemimontanos subegit: Eumolpiadem, quae nunc Philippopolis dicitur; Uscudamam,
quae modo Hadrianopolis nominatur, in ditionem, nostram redegit: Cabylen cepit. Supra Pontum
positas civitates occupavit, Apolloniam, Calatin, Parthenopolin, Tomos, Histrum, ad Danubium us-
que perveniens, Romana Scythis arma monstravit. lordan. Romana 221: Lucullus si quidem primus
in Thracia contra Bessos pugnans eos qui in fortitudine famaque praeibant devicit Emimontiosque
debellans, Pulpudeva, quae nunc Philippopolis, et Vscudama, quae Adrianopolis vocitantur, in Ro-
manorum redegit dominio. similiterque capiens et civitates, quae litori Pontico inherebant, id est
Apollonia Galato Parthenopolim Thomos Istro, omniaque loca usque ad Danubium subdens Scythis
ostendit Romanorum virtutem.

3 Haemimons was one of the new provinces created by Diocletian at the end of the third cen-
tury AD; it comprised the lands delimited by the Hebros and Tonzos in the west, by the Haemus in
the north (whence the name), by the Pontic coast in the east, and bordering in the south on the small
province of Europa situated on the Propontic coast. Two of the three mentioned cities (Hadrianopolis
and Cabyle) belonged to the Haemimons, while the third, Philippopolis, remained in the teritorially
reduced province of Thracia. The name “Haemimontani” could have been drawn from the name of
the province by the late epitomists of Livius.
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ITo Bcsika BepOsITHOCT TOBa 0010 TPEeMbIYaBaHe OTPa3siBa (ppa3eoorusaTa Ha 3a-
ryOeHHs TbPBOM3TOYHUK — TUT JIMBUI, y KOroTo MOX0bT HAa MUHYITUI H3TIICK-
Jia e 0wy ommcaH O0IIO KaTo HACOYEH CPeIy TpaKuHIuTe; gaiu omle JInBwuii ce e
3a0JIyn U € IOCOYMI el TOBa moxoja Ha JIykyn kaTo mbpBara puMcKa BOiHa
cperty OecuTte, MM TOBa € OMJIO HAIPaBEHO B M3BJICUCHUSATA OT HETOBHS TPYH,
3aJieTHAJIM B OCHOBATa Ha TOCTUTHAJHTE A0 HAC TEKCTOBE, € TPYAHO JIa Ce Kake,
HO BEpOSTHO NpUNUCaHOTO Ha JIyKyn MbPBEHCTBO C€ IBJKU UMEHHO Ha MOJ00HO
HeJopasyMeHue.

Oue eauH aeTain 3aciyXaBa U3pUUHO BHUMaHKe: y EBTponuii npeB3eTusT ot
Jlykyn olie B IbpBUSI ICH Ha HAMaICHUETO CPEIIy Hero rpaj Yekynama (Obaeiust
XapuaHoTIONHKC) € TIOCOYEH U3PHIHO KaTo HaceneH ¢ Oecu?®. Moske 1 TOBa eu-
HUYHO, HO Ha MPEB MOmIe NS(PUHUTHBHO TBHPACHUE J1a CE IPUEME KaTo HaCHKTHO
CBUJIETEJICTBO, Y€ B ITbpBATa MOJI0OBUHA Ha | B. Ip. Xp. pailoHbT OKOJIO BOJOCINBA Ha
Mapwuria, Apaa u Tysmka e 6ui HaceneH ¢ 6ecu? JIBa TekcTa, KOUTO TIpepa3ka3BaT
C MAJIKO IOBEYE MOAPOOHOCTH 3aryOeHust opurvHai Ha JIMBUM, OTXBBPIAT Ta3u
Bb3MOXHOCT. CraBa 1yMma 3a BapuanTtute Ha Pydyc ®ectyc u Mopnanec, kouro
M3MISKAAT TMO-IIBIHM M MMaT MPUONN3UTENIHO €IHAKBO CHIBP)KAHUE; M JBAMara
CIIOMEHAaBaT OTJEIHO ITBPBO JelicTBuATa Ha JIyKyn cperry OGecure, IOCie Te3H cpe-
11y ,, XeMUMOHTaHIIUTE ", B X0/1a Ha KoUTo Omn nipeB3etn EBmMonmumana/Ilynmynesa,
Yekynama u Kabue, u Ha TPeTo MSICTO TE3U CPEIly YEPHOMOPCKUTE IPajioBe OT
Anononus 1o Xuctpus®. Ha ¢oHa Ha Te3u MAJIKO MO-TIOAPOOHH Pa3Ka3d TEKCTHT
Ha EBTponuii m3miexaa MexaHuuHO COUT, CBbP3BAaliKU B €IHO JBE OTICITHH KaM-
MIAHUH: Ta3U cpelly OecuTe U Ta3H CPeIy ,, XeMUMOHTAHIUTE ; PEeB3EMaHETO Ha
VYekynama e yact OT BTopara U ClieloBaTeHO CJIe/Ba J1a Ce CBbP)KE UMEHHO C BbII-
POCHHUTE ,,XeMUMOHTAHIIH“, KAKBOTO U JIa C€ KpHUe 3a,] TOBa nMe™’,

[Tpu 3aBpwitaneto cu B Pum npe3 71 1. mp.Xp. Mapk Jlykyn ornpasHysain
Tpuymd 3a nobenara Haj Gecute’'; BEPOSITHO MMEHHO TOraBa TOM € MOCBETHII Ha

28 Eutrop. 6.10: oppidum Uscudamam, quod Bessi habitabant, eodem die, quo adgressus est,
vicit.

» Rufus Fest. 9: M. Lucullus per Thracias cum Bessis primus conflixit. Ipsam caput gentis Tra-
tiam vicit: Haemimontanos subegit: Eumolpiadem, quae nunc Philippopolis dicitur; Uscudamam,
quae modo Hadrianopolis nominatur, in ditionem, nostram redegit: Cabylen cepit. Supra Pontum
positas civitates occupavit, Apolloniam, Calatin, Parthenopolin, Tomos, Histrum,; ad Danubium us-
que perveniens, Romana Scythis arma monstravit. lordan. Romana 221: Lucullus si quidem primus
in Thracia contra Bessos pugnans eos qui in fortitudine famaque praeibant devicit Emimontiosque
debellans, Pulpudeva, quae nunc Philippopolis, et Vscudama, quae Adrianopolis vocitantur, in Ro-
manorum redegit dominio. similiterque capiens et civitates, quae litori Pontico inherebant, id est
Apollonia Galato Parthenopolim Thomos Istro, omniaque loca usque ad Danubium subdens Scythis
ostendit Romanorum virtutem.

39 B kpas va I11 B. uMeTo XeMHMOHT M0OJy4aBa HOBOCh3/aieHara JIMOKIeTHAHOBA [IPOBHHIINS,
obxBaraia 3emure Mexay Xeopoc u Tonzoc Ha 3aman, Xemyc Ha ceBep U [loHTuiickust Opsr Ha
H3TOK, Oe3 kpaiOpexuero Ha [IpomoHTHIa, BKIIIOYEHO B MajkaTa npoBuHuus Epoma. Ot Tpute
crioMeHaTu rpaja asa (XazapuasHononuc u KaOune) momagaT UMEHHO B Ta3u IPOBUHIMSA, JOKATO
OUINIONONUC OCTaBa B HAMaJIeHaTa KaTo TepUTOpUs MPpoBUHLUS Tpakus. FIMeTo ,,xeMUMOHTaHIIU"
Moske OH € U3BIEUCHO OT HIMETO Ha IPOBUHIMATA OT KbCHUTE eMUTOMATOpH Ha JIuBUid.

3 Hieronym. chron. p. 152: M. Lucullus de Bessis triumphavit, capta Cabyle, et Tomis, et caeteris
vicinis urbibus. Cps. Papazoglou, F. Quelques aspects..., p. 319; The Cambridge Ancient History, 9,
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On his return to Rome in 71 BC Marcus Lucullus was awarded a triumph
for his victory over the Bessi;?! this would also have been the occasion of his
consecration on the Capitolium of the colossal statue of Apollo made by Cala-
mis he had looted from Apollonia Pontica.*?> As harsh as it seems to have been,
even the victory of Lucullus over the Bessi however did not bring about a final
annihilation of their forces of resistance; the accounts of events in Thrace in the
following decades continue mentioning their name among the conspicuous Ro-
man adversaries.

Only a decade after the Thracian war of Marcus Lucullus, in 60 BC the pro-
praetor of Macedonia Octavius, father of the future emperor Augustus, was again
engaged in military actions against the Bessi; Suetonius mentions a large battle 3
In another passage Suetonius relates that while heading his army in remote parts
of Thrace Octavius visited the sanctuary of Dionysos and received a fiery proph-
ecy about the future greatness of his son, similar to the one Alexander the Great
had once upon a time received personally in the same sanctuary.*

Lucius Calpurnius Piso Caesoninus, proconsul of Macedonia from 57 to 55
BC, has left behind a gruesome memory, mainly through the orations of his per-
sonal enemy Cicero which abound in awful incriminations.>®> Among the other
allegations is the murder of the Bessic prince Rabocentus (Rabocentus, Bessicae
gentis princeps) who was killed despite being an ambassador.® From the curt
phrases of Cicero it can be assumed that Rabocentus had come to the camp of
Piso to negotiate, offering a treaty and considerable military aid of Bessic foot
and horse soldiers (magna praesidia et auxilia a Bessis peditum equitumque pol-
liceretur). Piso however had him slain together with his whole train being bribed
by the Odrysian king Cotys to whom he afterwards sent their heads as a proof of
the deed; Cicero even mentions the substantial sum of the bribe, three hundred
talents. Rabocentus is one of the few Bessic notables personally mentioned in the
literary tradition; we remain unfortunately ignorant not only of his personality and
his mission in the Roman camp, but also of the general situation and the particular
events with which his ill-fated embassy was connected. The only fact that can be
inferred from the Ciceronian passage is the evident deep hostility which existed
between the Bessi and the Odrysians and which would be substantiated again later
in the first century BC; the mission of Rabocentus might thus have represented
an attempt to change the traditional pro-Odrysian orientation of the Romans. The

3! Hieronym. chron. p. 152: M. Lucullus de Bessis triumphavit, capta Cabyle, et Tomis, et caeteris
vicinis urbibus. Cf. Papazoglou, F. Quelques aspects..., p. 319; The Cambridge Ancient History, 9,
19922, p. 791; Brennan, T. C. The Praetorship in the Roman Republic. Oxford, 2000, p. 531.

32 Cf. Strabo 7.6.1; Plin. n. h. 4.92; 34.39.

3 Sueton. Aug. 3.2: ... namque Bessis ac Thracibus magno proelio fusis.

3% Sueton. Aug. 94.5: Octauio postea, cum per secreta Thraciae exercitum duceret, in Liberi
patris luco barbara caerimonia de filio consulenti, idem affirmatum est a sacerdotibus, quod
infuso super altaria mero tantum flammae emicuisset, ut supergressa fastigium templi ad caelum
usque ferretur, unique omnino Magno Alexandro apud easdem aras sacrificanti simile prouenisset
ostentum.

35 Cic. de prov. cons. 4-8; in Pis. passim.

3¢ Cic. in Pis. 84.
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Kanuronus u oTBnedeHara oT AMOJIOHUS KOJIOCATIHA CTaTysl Ha ATIONOH, AEJI0 Ha
ckyanropa Kamamuc®2. KonkoTo u cepro3na obade 1a ¢ 6miia nodemara Ha JIykyi
cpemy OecuTe, M T OYEBHIHO HE € JOBEJA O OKOHYATETHO CIOMSABAaHE Ha TeX-
HHUTE CBHIPOTUBUTEIHU CHIIH, 3al[0TO T€ MPOIBIIKABAT Jia c€ CIIOMEHABAT Karo
CEpUO3HH PUMCKH MPOTHBHUIIU U B CBEACHHS OT CICIBAILUTE JCCCTUICTHSL.

EnBa necernna roguHu cien Tpakwiickara BoiHa Ha Mapk Jlykym, B 60 1.
p.Xp. nponpeTopsT Ha Makenonust OktaBuid, 6aia Ha ObAeus uMIepaTop AB-
I'YCT, BOIOBAJ OTHOBO cpenly Oecurte; CBETOHHMI ClIOMEHaBa 3a 2oisama bumka>.
Ha npyro msicto mek CBeTOHUI cHOOIIaBa, e, JOKATO MPEABOXKAAN BOHCKATA CH
6 omoaneuenume yacmu Ha Tpakus, OKTaBUN TOCETUI CBETUIIMILETO Ha JlMoHMC
Y TIOJTY9HJI TaM OTHEHO TIpeicKa3aHue 3a ObIEI0TO BEIMYNe Ha CHHA CH, KAKBOTO
HSKOTa B CHUIOTO CBETUIIHIIE OMI monyuw u Anekcanrbp Benuku*,

IIpoxoncynst Ha Makenonus ot 57 o 55 . np.Xp. Jlynuit Kannypuwuii I1u-
30H € OCTaBHJI MpaueH CIIOMEH, ITIaBHO 3apayl U3IBIHEHUTE C TSKKU OOBUHEHHUS
cpeiry Hero peun Ha [{utiepon™®. Cpex Tsx Gurypupa u 0OBUHEHHETO B IIOCHYA-
HETO Ha JOIUIMA IPU HETo KaTo MpaTeHukK 0ecku quHacT PabokeHT (Rabocentus,
Bessicae gentis princeps)*®. Ot kparkute dpazu Ha [{umepon ce pasdupa camo,
gye PabokeHT Omn moursn B narepa Ha [In30H ma mperoBaps, Mpeuiaraiku Chio3
U 3HAYMTENIHA MTOMOII OT Oecka MmexoTa U KOHHUNA (magna praesidia et auxilia
a Bessis peditum equitumque polliceretur). Iluzon obade Hapeaus Aa 1o yOUsIT
3a€HO C BCHUKUTE MY MPHIAPYKUTEIH, 3alI0TO OWII MMOJKYIICH OT OIPHUCKHUS Hap
Koruc, koMyTo nociie U3NnpaTuil KaTo 10Ka3aTesICTBO MaBuTe UM; Llunepon nopu
CIIOMEHAaBa BHYIINTEIHATA CyMa Ha BBIIPOCHUS MTOJKYII — TPUCTA TaynaHTa. Pabo-
KEHT € eIHa OT ¢AMHUYHUTE MIMOIIETHO MPOOJSCBANIN B aHTHYHATA TPaTUIIHS
JMYHOCTH Ha OECKH IBPBEHIIM; 32 ChKaJICHWE He 3HaeM HUIIO ITOBEYe 3a HEero
¥ MUCHATA My, KaKTO BIPOYEM H 3a 00IIaTa CHUTyalusi 1 CbOUTHATA, B KOUTO CE
BITMCBA HETOBOTO 3JIOIOyYHO MPaTeHNIeCcTBO. I104TH eMHCTBEHOTO CHIECTBE-
HO 3aK/I04eHue oT L{MIepoHOBOTO CHOOLIECHUE € OYEBUJHO OCTPOTO MPOTUBO-
MIOCTaBsIHE MEXAY OecH U OJPUCH, KOETO OTHOBO IIE CE M35BU U MO-KBCHO Tpe3
I B. ip. Xp.; akumsTa Ha PabokeHT M3k 1a 110 HAKaKbB HAYMH € IIPEACTaBIIsIBAIA
OITUT JIa C€ MPOMEHH TPAJAUIIMOHHO IIPOOPUCKATa TO3UIHS Ha puMistHuTe. CIio-
MEHATOTO IpeATIoKEHHE 3a BOCHHA [TOMOII C TIEX0Ta U KOHHHIIA J]aBa MpeCcTaBa
Y 3a 3aIIa3eHaTa BOCHHA MOI Ha OecHTe; 3a ChKaJlCHHE HE 3HAEM CPEIly KaKbB
MIPOTHBHUK U I10 ITOBOJ Ha KAKBH CHOUTHS € OHIIa Mpe Tarana Ts.

B 6utkara npu ®apcana B 48 . np.Xp. B komanBaHara ot ['neii [lommeii ce-
HATCKa apMHus, Hapel ¢ JapAaHIlH, MaKeJIOHIIN U TeCATMHIIN, UMaJlo M OECKH KOH-

19922, p. 791; Brennan, T. C. The Praetorship in the Roman Republic. Oxford, 2000, p. 531.

32 Cps. Strabo 7.6.1; Plin. n. 4. 4.92; 34.39.

3 Sueton. Aug. 3.2: ... namque Bessis ac Thracibus magno proelio fusis.

3% Sueton. Aug. 94.5: Octauio postea, cum per secreta Thraciae exercitum duceret, in Liberi
patris luco barbara caerimonia de filio consulenti, idem affirmatum est a sacerdotibus, quod
infuso super altaria mero tantum flammae emicuisset, ut supergressa fastigium templi ad caelum
usque ferretur, unique omnino Magno Alexandro apud easdem aras sacrificanti simile prouenisset
ostentum.

35 Cic. de prov. cons. 4-8; in Pis. passim.

% Cic. in Pis. 84.
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offer of military aid with foot soldiers and cavalry gives an idea of the preserved
military potential of the Bessi; we remain however completely ignorant against
which enemy and in connection with what predicament it was offered.

In the battle of Pharsalus in 48 BC there were, alongside the Dardanian,
Macedonian and Thessalian allies in the senatorial army commanded by Gnaeus
Pompeius, also some Bessic contingents consisting partly of mercenaries, partly
mobilized by force or by free will (Bessos partim mercennarios, partim imperio aut
gratia comparatos).’’ Five years later, in 43 BC, one of Caesar’s assasins, Marcus
Junius Brutus, fought against the Bessi, having beforehand laid hand on the Odrysian
lands which were bequeathed by the late king Sadalas the son of Cotys to the Romans
when he died childless; in both enterprises he was helped by the Sapaean prince
Rascuporis. According to Cassius Dio the war against the Bessi was undertaken
both as a punishment for the evil deeds they had done, and in order to permit Brutus
to adorn himself with the title imperator which he thought opportune on the eve of
the decisive encounter with the members of the second triumvirate.*® Brutus had
received by decree of the Senate the government of the provinces Macedonia and
Illyria, and he could have undertaken his action against the Bessi in retaliation for
another of their incursions into Roman controlled territory, the traditional occasion
for punitive Roman raids against the recalcitrant Thracian tribes. A problematic
notice by Appian of Alexandria suggests however another possibility. He mentions
a Thracian queen, Polemocratia, the widow of a petty Thracian king (tivog twv
Paoriokwv) who is not mentioned by name, and who was killed by his enemies.
Afraid for the life of her son, Polemocratia entrusted him together with the royal
treasures to Marcus Brutus; the treasures proved so abundant that Brutus was able to
undertake the minting of coins in his own name.* The problem is in the conjecture that
this queen Polemocratia was connected with the Odrysian ruling house; some authors
have suggested the identification of her anonymous husband with the Odrysian king
Sadalas I1.*° This assumption however contradicts the assertion of Cassius Dio that
Sadalas died childless.*! In order to explain this evident contradiction, Margarita
Tacheva has speculated that Polemocratia could have been a sister of king Sadalas
and the wife of an inferior paradynast, whose under-age son was designated as the
successor to the throne of the king when he died childless.** The problem is further
complicated by the existence of a long known inscription from Bizye containing
a dedication by a pacitetc Kétug to the ancestral gods in honor of his parents,

37 Caes. bell. civ. 3.4.5.

38 Cass. Dio 47.25.1-2. Cp.also T. Liv. perioch. 122.

¥ App. civ. 4.10.75.

4 Strazzulla, V. ®odukr). La serie dei re Odrisii dal 200 a.C. al 46 d.C. — Bessarione, 1902,
serie 11, vol. I, 31-32.

4l This assertion however could stem from the inaccurate paraphrase of an original statement
that Sadalas did not have an adult heir, which would correspond with the story of the underage son
of Polemocratia entrusted to the care of Brutus. If we should identify the king Cotys who ruled dur-
ing the thirties and twenties of the first century BC as this son of Sadalas II and Polemocratia, then
they probably also had at least two more sons who were active in the last decades of the century
— Roemetalces (uncle of the children of Cotys) and Rascupolis.

4 Tauega, M. Uctopus..., c. 72, 82.
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TUHTEHTH, KOUTO OUITM ChCTABEHU OTYACTH OT HAEMHHMIIU, OTYACTH OT JOOPOBOII-
1 WJTM HachJIa MOOUIM3Upanu (Bessos partim mercennarios, partim imperio aut
gratia comparatos)’’. Tler romuHu MO-KbCHO, mpe3 43 T. cpelry Oecute BOIOBAI
nesapoyouenrbT Mapk FOnuit BpyT, cnen xaro oiie npeay ToBa CI0XKUI pbKa U Ha
3eMUTE Ha OIPHUCHTE, 3aBeIIaHu oT yMmpenus Oezneren Camanac, cuH Ha Koruc,
Ha pUMJISTHUTE; U B IBE€TE HAUMHAHUS TOM OMJI IOANIOMAaraH OT caneicKus IMHACT
Packynopuc. Cnopen [luon Kacuii BoiiHara cpemty 6ecute 6una mpeanpuera u
KaTO HaKAa3aHue 3a npU4UHAGaHume om msaAx 31unu, U 3a 1a Moxe bpyT na ce oxu-
YU C TUTIATa UMNepamop, Karo CMsITall, 4e TOBa I1I€ MY € OT 110132 B IPEICTOALIMS
CONBCHK ¢ YICHOBETE HA BTOPHSI TPHYMBUPAT*S, BpyT, KOHTO C IOCTAHOBJIEHHE HA
Cenara nomyuun yrpaBieHueto Ha Makegonus u Unupusi, Moxke 1a € npeArnpuen
CBOUTE JEWCTBUS Cpelry OecuTe B OTTOBOP HA TEXHU HAXIYBAaHHS B KOHTPOIH-
paHuTe OT PUMIISIHUTE TEPUTOPHUH, TPAAULIMOHHUST ITOBOJ] 32 HAKa3aTeITHU PUM-
CKU €KCIEeIUINN CpeIly TpaKuickute miemMeHna. Exno mpobnemHo cBeneHne Ha
ArnnaH AJeKcaHIpHUKUCKH 00ade MoJIcKa3Ba M Ipyra Bb3MOKHOCT. CTaBa yma 3a
CIIOMEHaTara y Hero Tpakuiicka napuna Ilonremokparus, BIOBHIIA HA HEHA30BaH
MOMMEHHO TPAKUICKH AUHACT (Tvog TV BacIAloKwV), KOITO Onil yOUT OT CBOH-
Te BparoBe. OnacsBaiiki ce 3a )KUBOTa Ha cHHa cH, [losieMokpaTus ro npeania 3a-
€/IHO C IIAPCKHUTE ChbKpOBUILA Ha Mapk BpyT; BBIIPOCHUTE CHKPOBHUILIA CE OKA3aIH
TOJIKOBA N300MIIHY, Y€ My MTO3BOJIMIH Ja MPEATPHEMe OTCHYaHEeTO Ha MOHETH OT
cBoe ume¥. TIpobneMbT € B peAnonaraHoTo cBbp3Bane Ha [Tonmemokparus ¢ On-
PHUCKHS IUHACTUYECKH JIOM; HSKOM MHEHUS UJSHTH(QUIMPAT HEHHUS aHOHUMEH
cepyr ¢ oapuckus nap Cananac I1*°; Toa npeamnonokerne o6ade MPOTUBOPEIN
Ha cBezeHueTo Ha Jlnon Kacwmii, ue Toit ympsin Gesmeren*'. 3a na o0sicHu oue-
BUJHOTO MpoTuBopeune, Maprapura TaueBa nomycka [lonemokparus na e Omia
cectpa Ha Caganac U K€Ha Ha BTOPOCTEIEHEH MapaJlHacCT, YUHTO MaJIOJETEH
CHH OWJI OIIpe/ieieH 3a HACIIeIHHUK Ha pecToa Ha ympenus 6e3aeren uap*. Ipo-
OJIeMBT NOMBIHUTEIHO C€ YCIOXKHABA OT ChlecTlyBaHETO Ha OT/AaBHA U3BECTCH
Hazanuc ot busus, nocsereH oT eauH Bactdeve Kdtug Ha oTeuecTBEHUTE oorose
B YECT Ha POIUTENNTE MY, BaciAéa addAa kal Bacidiooav IToAeporkpdteiav;
IpUeMaH OT HIKOM KaTo J10Ka3aTesICTBO, ue IlomemMokparus e Ouia chipyra Ha
ympenus B 43 unu 42 . Caganac 1, HO oTHAcsH OT APYry KbM YTNpaBISBaIUS
no Bpeme Ha Mutpuaaroure BoiiHM Cananac | u HeroBus HacnenHuk Koruc,
ChC 33BDKUTEIHATA B TAKbB ClIyyail yroBOpKa 3a ChIIECTBYBAaHETO HA JIBE €-

37 Caes. bell. civ. 3.4.5.

38 Cass. Dio 47.25.1-2. Cps. u T. Liv. perioch. 122.

¥ App. civ. 4.10.75.

4 Strazzulla, V. ®gduxn. La serie dei re Odrisii dal 200 a.C. al 46 d.C. — Bessarione, 1902,
serie 11, vol. II, 31-32.

4 BropocHOTO TBBpACHHE 00ade MOXKe a mepudpasupa MbPBUYHO CBEICHHE B CMHUCHII, UYC
Capasac He € UMaJ ITBJIHOJICTCH HACIISIHUK, KOETO ChOTBETCTBA HA MCTOPUSATA C IOBEPEHHUSI HA TPH-
xuTe Ha BpyT HeBpbeTeH cuH Ha [Tonemokpatus. BripodeM, ako ce mpueme, 4 ypapisBaInsiT mpe3
TpuJeceTTe U IBaaeceTTe ronunu nap Koruc e cun Ha Caganac I u ITonemokparusi, Te BeposTHO ca
KMMaJId [IOHE OLIE JBaMa CUHOBE — M3SABIIIMTE CE B IOCIENHUTE IBE AeceTuneTus Ha I B. Pemerank
(,;an4o Ha nenara Ha Kotuc™) u Packynomnuc.

* Tauesa, M. Uctopus..., c. 72, 82.
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PacAéa ZaddAa kat Pacidiooav TToAepokodatelav; some authors have taken this
as a direct proof that Polemocratia was the wife of king Sadalas II who died in 43
or 42 BC, while others have referred the dedication to Sadalas I who reigned during
the Mithradatic wars and his son Cotys, a suggestion which necessitates the further
stipulation that in such case there should have been two different queens bearing
the name Polemocratia. Notwithstanding the eventual solution to this complicated
dilemma, the eventual connection of Appian’s Polemocratia with the Odrysian
house seems more than probable, and this makes way for the supposition of some
participation of the Bessi, traditional enemies of the Odrysians, in the events which
lead to the death of her husband at the hands of his enemies (avae0évtog [...]
vTo éx0owv).* This supposition would also advance an alternative identification of
the evil deeds for which Brutus punished the dissentious Bessi in some preceding
actions they had undertaken against the Odrysian kingdom the authority over which
he then assumed.

Marcus Licinius Crassus, grandson of the triumvir and consul in 30 BC, led
as proconsul of Macedonia in 29 and 28 BC large scale military campaigns in
Thrace; the Capitoline Fasti mark his triumph ex Thraecia et Geteis staged in
Rome on the 4% of July 727 a.u.c. (=27 BC). The main adversary of Crassus were
the Bastarnae who had invaded Thrace as far as the Dentheletae who were Roman
allies. Besides the overwhelming defeat of the Bastarnae who were vanquished in
two successive campaigns and repulsed for good beyond the Danube Crassus also
subjugated the tribes of the Moesi and Getae in the Danube plain as well as some
of the turbulent tribes of the interior, notably the Maedi and the Serdi who were
repressed with great brutality: the hands of all prisoners were amputated. Cassius
Dio mentions as Roman allies in these campaigns a tribe of the Getae ruled by
king Roles and the Odrysians who met Crassus unarmed and were remunerated
with the sacred land of the god which was confiscated from the Bessi; the phrase
evidently implies the famous sanctuary of Dionysos and this is confirmed by the
ensuing conflicts between the Bessi and the Odrysians. The Bessi are not men-
tioned elsewhere in the account of the campaigns of Crassus, but in all probabil-
ity they were among the generally mentioned remaining tribes of Thrace whose
lands were razed by the Romans.* It is not exactly clear who were the Odrysians
who received from Crassus the Bessic sanctuary of Dionysos as an award for hav-
ing of their own accord submitted themselves to the Romans: the power struggle
between the two rival houses of the Odrysians and the Sapaei makes the political
history of this period quite uncertain. Plutarch includes in his list of the allies of
Marc Antony at Actium in 31 BC the king of Thrace Sadalas, which might be a
mistake;* in two other instances he mentions the Thracian king Roemetalces who

 Ibid., p. 72.

4 Cass. Dio 51.23-27; the mention of the Bessi is in 51.25.5; the raizing of the lands of Thra-
cians except the Odrysians in 51.25.4: 1 & GAAx ATV 116 TV OdQUOWV YTIS KATEDQALE.

4 Plut. Ant. 61: Bacireis d’ LTUIKOOL CLVEHAXOLY ... ZaddAag d¢ odkns. More than ten years
have passed since the death of Sadalas I, and it is possible that Plutarch mistakes him for his son
(?) Cotys; it is not however impossible that another prince with the same dynastic name could have
appeared in the meantime.
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HOMMEHHU napuiu ¢ umeto Ilogemokparus. HezaBucumo oT paspeniaBaHeTo Ha
TO3HM 3aIJIETEH U HESCECH Ka3yC, CBhP3aHOCTTa HAa Anmanosara [lomemoxparus ¢
Oppuckara JUHACTHA U3IVIEKa [MOBEUE OT BEpOATHA, a TOBA MPaBU JOIMYCTUMO
Y TIPEATMONIOKEHUETO 32 HAKAKBO yyacTue Ha OecuTe, TpaAUuLIMOHHHA TPOTUBHUIIH
Ha OJIPHCHUTE, B CHOUTHTA, JOBEIN 10 CMBPTTa Ha HEHHUS youm om gpazoseme
cu (dvageBévtog [...] OO éxBowv) crrpyr®. ToBa MpeANoONOKEHUE 1aBa aTep-
HAaTUBHO OOSICHEHUE Ha 31uHume, 3a KOUTO BpyT Haka3an HEMOKOpHUTE OecH, B
HSKaKBY TEXHH IPEIIISCTBAIIN ICHCTBI, HACOUCHH cperry OAPHCKOTO AapCTBO,
KOETO TOH 1oeJ ToraBa B CBOU PhLIE.

Mapxk JInuunuit Kpac, BHyk Ha TpuyMBHpa U koHCyN npe3 30 I, BoAKUI Ma-
maOHU BOGHHU KammaHuu B Tpakusl KaTo MpOKOHCYNT Ha MakenoHus mpes 29 u
28 1. ip. Xp.; B Kanuronuiickure GacTu € BIKCaH TPHyMGBT My, OTIIPa3HyBaH Ha
4 romu 727 1. a.u.c. (27 ©. up.Xp.), ex Thraecia et Geteis. OCHOBEH MPOTUBHUK Ha
Kpac 6unu 6actapHuUTe, KOUTO HAXJIYIU ABI00KO B Tpakus U Hama HaIu JICeHTe-
JEeTUTE, a Te IIbK OMIIN PUMCKH ChIo3HUIM. Ho ocBeH pasrpoma Ha GacTapHHTE,
KOWUTO B JIBE MIOCJICOBATEIHN KaMIIaHUX OHMJIM TIOTOJIOBHO Pa30UTH U MPOTOHEHH
orBb JyHaBa, Kpac momunHui u Mu3MiicKuTe U TeTcKu mieMmena B [logyHaBu-
€TO, ¥ HAKOM OT HETIOKOPHUTE IUIEMEHA BbB BETPEIIHOCTTA, B YACTHOCT MEIUTE
U CepauTe, KOUTO OWaM 00y3AaHU C M3KJIIOYHUTEITHA XKECTOKOCT: OTCCUCHH OMIH
PBUCTEC HAa BCUYKU IIJICHHUIIA. Karo CbIO3HUIIM Ha PUMCKHA IMPOKOHCYII B TE3U
kamnanuu J{uon Kacuii cmomenaBa eTHO reTCKo miieMe Hadeso ¢ naps my Ponec,
KaKTO U OJPUCHTE, KOUTO O OWJIM MOCpPEIIHAIH 0e3 OpBXKHe U 3aTOBa OWIIN BH3-
HarpaJeHy ¢ OTHETaTa OT OecUTe 3ems, 8 Kosimo yecmeam 602a; OUEBUHO CTaBa
IyMa 3a MPOYyTOTO CBETUIIMIIE HA JIMOHHC, KaKTO CTaBa SICHO M OT CBEICHUSITA
3a MOCNIeABaINTe KOH(QIUKTH MEXTy onpuch U 6ecu. becure He ce crioMeHaBar
M3PUYHO Ha JPYro MSCTO B pa3Kasa 3a KaMmmaHuuTe Ha Kpac, HO MHOTO BeposT-
HO U Te ca Owuim cpen 00II0 yIIOMEHAaTUTe ocmarnany tieMeHa B Tpakus, YuuTo
3eMH OWITK OMyCTOMIEeHH OT pumisiauTe®, He € HaIbJIHO SCHO KOM TOYHO ¢a 00-
pucume, KouTo noayuwian oT Kpac B Harpazga 3a 7oOpOBOIHOTO CH NOAYHMHEHUE
Oeckoro cBetmuie Ha J{noHMC: GOPOUTE 3a BIACT MEXKIY IBETE CHICPHUUCIIN
nuHactud, Onpuckara u Caneiickara, NpaBAT NOJIUTHYECKATa UCTOPHS HA TO3H
NepUOA TBBPAC IUCKyCHOHHA. [ImyTapx BKIIOYBA B CIMCHKA Ha CHIO3HUIUTE HA
Mapk Artonunit npu AxkumyMm B 31 1. yaps na Tpaxus Cadanac, KO€TO MOXe 11a €
rpemika*’; Ha JBe APYTW MecCTa MaK TOi ClIOMEeHaBa mpakxuiickus yap Pememaix,
3a KOTOTO C€ OTHacsuIa 3100HaTa 3abesexka Ha OKTaBraH ABIYCT, 4ye oOmnua rmpe-
JIATeJICTBOTO, HO MpPa3H IMpelaTeNuTe, Ka3aHa Mo MOBOJ Ha HErOBOTO IPEMHUHaBa-
HE OT jlarepa Ha AHTOHUU B HETOBHSI COOCTBEH, OUEBHIHO CHIINO MPH AKIyM*,

4 Tlak Tam, c. 72.

4 Cass. Dio 51.23-27; cmomenaBaneto Ha Gecure B 51.25.5; omycroniaBaHeTo Ha 3eMHUTE Ha
oCTaHaIUTe oceen oopucume B 51.25.4: 1a & dAAa mAN g T@v OdQLO@V YIS kaTédoapLe.

4 Plut. Ant. 61: BaotAeic & OVTYKOOL TUVEHAXOLY ... ZaddAag d¢ Oodkrnc. ITo ToBa Bpeme ca
M3MHHAIM Haj JieceT roauHu ot cmbprra Ha Cananac 11, u e Bp3amoxno [lnyrapx na ro 6epka cbe
cuHa My (?) Kotuc; BmpoueM He € HEBB3MOKHO MEX/IYBPEMEHHO J1a C€ € IOSBUII HOB BIIaJeTeN ChC
CBIOTO AUHACTHIECKO HME.

4 Plut. mor. 207a (Regum et imp. apophth, August. 2.): PoyuntéAkne 0 v Opak@v
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passed from the camp of Antony into that of Octavian, obviously also at Actium,
occasioning the spiteful remark of the latter that he delighted in treason but hated
traitors.*® It is most often presumed however that in that period (from after 42
to before 16 BC) the Odrysian kingdom was ruled by a king Cotys whom some
identify as the son of Sadalas II and Polemocratia who dedicated the inscription
from Bizye, others — as a son of the Sapaean king Rascuporis.*’

The campaigns of Marcus Licinius Crassus in 29 and 28 BC were of key
significance for the durable subjugation of Thrace by the Romans. As already
mentioned, we do not have any detailed information about the eventual actions
of the Roman proconsul against the Bessi. But even if they did not suffer other-
wise, the expropriation of the sanctuary of Dionysos and its handing over to the
Odrysians was evidently a heavy blow for them, which prepared the way for the
last dramatic pages of their independent political history. A brief notice in Cassius
Dio placed among the account of other events in 16 BC mentions that some time
before that year Marcus Lollius had vanquished the Bessi, having come to the aid
of Roemetalces who was the uncle and guardian of the sons of Cotys.*® Lollius
was consul in 21 BC, and in 17 BC he was sent as provincial governor to Gallia
Comata, so the chronological limits of his war against the Bessi fall between these
two dates when he seems to have occupied for some time the office of proconsul
of Macedonia. It has been suggested that the Roman intervention was provoked
by a revolt of the Bessi, triggered by their dispossession of the sanctuary of Di-
onysos which Marcus Crassus had donated to the Odrysians.* This hypothesis
seems acceptable, but cannot be proved beyond doubt on the basis of the meagre
notice of Cassius Dio; if taken for true, it would warrant the additional suggestion
of the possibility that this might have been the occasion for the institution of the
strategy Bessica as an administrative unit of the Odrysian kingdom.

Instead of calming the situation, the victory of Lollius over the Bessi and the
conjectured ensuing arrangement of their status provoked another and even more
terrible rebellion on their part; this is dated differently between 15 and 11 BC and
would have lasted for more than one year.*® The main source of information is
again Cassius Dio;! he says that the rising was headed by a priest of Dionysos,

4 Plut. mor. 207a (Regum et imp. apophth, August. 2.): PoyuntaAxng 6 tov Ogaxev BactAeig;
idem. Rom. 17.3. Roemetalces is differently identified as either the son of Sadalas II (Strazzulla, V.
Op. cit., p. 157), or of the Sapaean king Rascuporis (Tauesa, M. Uctopus..., c. 73); in both cases he
would be a brother of Cotys and after his death the guardian of his underage sons, and then from
about 11 BC to AD 12 himself king of the Odrysian kingdom.

¥ Strazzulla, V. Op. cit., p. 33, 157-161; Wiesner, J. Die Thraker. Studien zu einem versunkenen
Volk des Balkanraumes. Stuttgart, 1963, S. 160; Tauesa, M. Uctopusi..., c. 85.

4 Cass. Dio 54.20.3: v te 1) @odn) modteov Hév Magkog AdAAL0g PupntdAxn Oelw te TV
Tov Kotvog maldwv katl émitedmnw évti fondwv Broooug kateotoéaro.

4 Kayapos, I'. Op. cit., p. 37.

5% About the great Bessic uprising cf. Kayapos, I. Op. cit., 37-38; Danov, C. Die Thraker
auf dem Ostbalkan von der hellenistischen Zeit bis zur Griindung Konstantinopels. — Aufstieg und
Niedergang der Roemischen Welt 2.7.1, 1979, 127-129; Uctopus Ha bbarapus. T. 1. [IspBoOuTHO-
obmuHeH U pobosnaznencku crpoit. Tpaku. C., 1979, c. 284; Tauesa, M. Ucropus..., 86—87.

5! Cass. Dio 54.34.5-7. The original source of the information about the Bessic uprising is in
all probability Titus Livius, the periocha of whose 140" book preserves the brief notice: Thraces
domiti a L. Pisone (T. Liv. perioch. 140).
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Haii-uecto ce npenmonara, ye 1o ToBa Bpeme (ot cien 42 nonpeau 16 r. np.Xp.)
OnpucKoTO IAPCTBO € OMII0 yIpaBisiBaHO OT Iap Kotwuc, B KOTOTO HAKOU BIDKIAT
cuna Ha Cananac Il u [Tonemokparus ot busuniickust HaaMUC B TAXHA YECT, IPY-
I'M — CHH Ha camneiickus iap Packymopuc?®.

Kamnanuunte na Mapk Jlununuit Kpac npes 29 u 28 . ip.Xp. uMar Kio4o-
BO 3HaY€HHUE 3a TPaHOTO MokopsiBaHe Ha Tpakus or pumisaure. 1o ce xacae
KOHKpETHO 710 O6ecuTe, KaKTO Beue CTaHa Jiyma, HIMaMme U3PUYHU CBEACHUS JI0-
KOJIKO U T€ ca OMJIN 3aCeTHATH MPSIKO OT JeHCTBUATAa HAa PUMCKHS IPOoKoHCYy1. Ho
JOPH []a HEe ca MOCTPaJaln JpyTrosde, MpelaBaHeTo Ha CBETHIIUINETO Ha [InoHmc
B PBIETE HA OAPHUCHUTE ¢ OWIIO OYEBUIHO TEXKBK yAap 3a TIX, © UIMEHHO TO CTaBa
IPETIOANS KbM IOCIECAHNUTE IPaMaTH9IHU CTPAHUIIN OT CAaMOCTOSATEIIHATA UM T10-
nuTrdecka ucropusa. EqHo makoHndHO choOmnienne Ha Jlnon Kacuii, momecteHo
B onucaHue Ha chOuTHsTa OT 16 I. p.Xp., HU UHPOPMHUpA, Y€ OILIE npedu Mosa
Mapk Jlonuii, momaraiiki Ha Pemerank, KOiMToO OMI 9YMY0 M HACTOMHHK Ha CH-
Hosete Ha Kotuc, nokopun 6ecume®. Jlonuit e 6un xoucyn npe3 21 r,aB 17
craBa ynpasuten Ha ['anust Komara, Taka 4e XpOHOJIOTHYECKUTE MPaHUIU Ha Ta3H
MopeJIHa BoHa cpenty Oecute ca Mexay 20 u 17 1. mp. Xp., KoraTo Toi H3IIexaa
e OWII 3a U3BECTHO BpeMe MPOKOHCYN Ha Makenonus. OToaBHA € MPEIIONI0Ke-
HO, Y€ JICHUCTBUATA HA pUMJISTHUTE ca OWJIM MPEeITU3BUKAHU OT BhCTaHUE Ha OecH-
T€, MIPOBOKHPAHO OT CBOS CTpaHa OT OTHEMAHETO Ha CBETHIJIHMINETO Ha J{moHHC,
npenazaeHo or Mapk Kpac Ha oapucurte; ciien karo 6w nobeaenu ot Jlonmi,
camuTe OECH BEPOATHO ca OWJIM IIOCTaBEHH TOJ] BIAaCTTa Ha oapucute®. Xumore-
3aTa M3MIeKAa IPUeMITBA, MaKap 1 1a He MOXKe J1a ce JOKake ChC CUTYPHOCT Ha
0a3ara Ha TAKOHHYHOTO CIIOMEeHaBaHe Ha crouTreTo y [mon Kacwii; ako e BipHa,
TO KbM OCTAHAJUTE MPEANOJIOKEHUS MOXe J1a ce 100aBU U BEPOATHOTO OCHOBA-
BaHE UMEHHO TOTaBa Ha cmpamezuama becuxa kxaTto afMUHUCTPaTHBHA SIUHHLIA
B pamkuTe Ha OIPUCKOTO HAPCTBO.

BMmecto na ycriokosT monoxeHueTo, modenara Ha Jlonuii Hag 6ecuTe U pe-
MOJIOKEHOTO TMOCIEABAIO YpeXKIaHe Ha CTaTyTa UM IPOBOKHPATH HOBO H OIIIE
Mo-ManabHoO TAXHO BhCTaHME; TO CE aTHpa pa3IndHo Mexny 15 u 11 1. u Bepo-
SITHO € MPOIBJIKUITO TIOBeY€ OT eiHa rofrHa>, OCHOBHUST U3BOP OTHOBO € JIHoH
Kacwuit®'; Toit paska3Ba, 4e BLCTAHHETO OMIIO OINIABEHO OT Jkpena Ha Juonuc Bo-

Bao\evs; cowuam. Rom. 17.3. Pemerank e uaeHTHGUIMpPaH pa3audHO Kato cuH Owno Ha Ca-
nanac Il (Strazzulla, V. Uut. cbu., 157), 6uno nHa caneena Packynopuc (Tavesa, M. Uctopus...,
c. 73), u B 1Bata ciy4as Opar Ha KoTuc u cien cMbpTTa My HACTOMHHMK Ha MaJIOJIETHUTE My CHHOBE,
a nmpubnu3urenHo ot 11 r. np.Xp. 10 12 r. cn.Xp. u cam nap Ha OAPUCKOTO LAPCTBO.

47 Strazzulla, V. Uut. cbu., ¢. 33, 157-161; Wiesner, J. Die Thraker. Studien zu einem
versunkenen Volk des Balkanraumes. Stuttgart, 1963, S. 160; Tauesa, M. Ucropwus..., c. 85.

# Cass. Dio 54.20.3: v te 1) @odikn) modtegov pév Magkog AdAAL0g PupntaAkn Beiw te TV
oL Kotvog madwv katl émtedmnw évti fondwv Broooug kateotoéarto.

4 Kayapos, I'. Llut. cpu., c. 37.

%% 3a rosiMoTo BeCTaHuE Ha Gecute BK.: Kayapos, I. L{ut. cbu., 37-38; Danov, C. Die Thraker
auf dem Ostbalkan von der hellenistischen Zeit bis zur Griindung Konstantinopels. — Aufstieg und
Niedergang der Roemischen Welt 2.7.1, 1979, 127-129; Ucropus Ha benrapus. Tom nspsu. [TspBo-
OuTHOOOIIMHEH U poboBnanencku crpoi. Tpaku. C., 1979, c. 284; Tauesa, M. Uctopusi..., 86—87.

5! Cass. Dio 54.34.5-7. IIbpBOM3TOYHHK HA CBEICHUATA 33 BHCTAHUETO Ha GECHTE IO BCSAKA
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Vologaesus, who won over many followers with his prophesies and aroused them
to revolt. The young Odrysian king Rascuporis, the son of Cotys, was defeated
and killed in battle by the insurgents; the army of his uncle Roemetalces was
swayed to believe in the miraculous powers of Vologaesus and disarmed, and
Roemetalces had to run away for his life and was pursued as far as the Thracian
Chersonesus which was laid waste by the Bessi. The grand dimensions which the
Bessic insurgency had taken and the concurrent invasion of Macedonia by the
Sialetae (?) forced the Romans to react with haste. Caesar’s brother-in-law Lucius
Calpurnius Piso who had been consul in 15 BC and was at the time of the upris-
ing (probably 13—11 BC) proconsul of Paphlagonia and Galatia in Asia Minor,
was sent to Macedonia as an imperatorial legatus. In the words of an epigram,
Piso put on the Macedonian hat and set to work.” Learning of his arrival, the
Bessi retreated to their own territory. Piso invaded their country and was at first
defeated, but then gained the upper hand and razed their lands as well as those of
their neighbours who had taken part in the rebellion. In the end he subdued them
all, attracting some to his side by their own will, others through force and terror,
and defeating the rest in open battles. Some had to be disciplined again when they
refused to accept the order imposed by him. A curious detail of probably no more
than purely belletristic value is added by Florus, according to whom the Thracian
captives of Piso were biting at their fetters and thus punishing themselves their
own ferocity.”® For the successful suppression of the Bessic uprising Piso was
awarded a regular triumph.** Roemetalces was installed as king of the Odrysian
kingdom, in which the lands of the Bessi were incorporated, this time for good;
several years later together with another brother of his, Rascuporis, he was of-
fering precious help to the Romans in their war in Dalmatia.> It can be taken as
absolutely certain that the defeated Bessi were severely punished; it could be sug-
gested tentatively that it might have been on this occasion that some of them were
deported in the far north-east, in the lands of the Getae, where the poet Ovidius
banished in Tomi would notice their presence two decades later.*

The suppression of the great uprising of the Bessi marks the end of their his-
tory as an independent ethno-political formation. Through the strategy Bessica
presumably created at about this same time their main ethnic body would how-
ever retain in some degree its identity if only as an administrative unit during the
last period of existence of the Odrysian kingdom which swelled its territory with

52 Anth. Gr. 6.335 (Antipater).

33 Flor. 4.12.17; cp. Jordan. Rom.

5+ Besides Cassios Dio the triumph of Piso is also mentioned by Tacitus (Tac. ann. 6.10.3:
L. Piso pontifex ... decus triumphale in Thraecia meruerat).

3 Cass. Dio 55.30.3, 6.

¢ Ovid. trist. 3.10.5; 4.1.67. About the deportation of the Bessi to Dobrudja cf. Casson, S.
Thracian Tribes in Scythia Minor. — JRS, 17, 1927, 97-101; Mihailov, G. Inscriptiones Graecae
in Bulgaria repertae (IGBulg) 12, Serdicae, 1970, p. 305; Tauesa, M. 3a 6ecute npe3 I-VI B. u 3a
TexHus e3uk. — Munano, 1997, Ne 2, 28-34. That this migration was a forced deportation remains
however conjectural; a spontaneous exodus (probabli induced by the regime imposed by the Romans
and Odrysians?) seems however less probable in this age, when Roman control practically reached
all along the right bank of the Lower Danube.
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Jore3, KOMTO crievuen PUBbPKEHHIIU C Pa3INyHU MPEeICcKa3aHus U TH 1Monoy-
JIWIT J1a BbCTaHAT. Mnaauar ogpucku map Packymopuc, cud Ha Kotuc, 6mit mobe-
JICH U YOUT B CpakeHHE OT BbcTaHAMUTe OecH; BoWckaTa Ha yudo My Pemerank
NoBsipBajia B uyloAeiHUTe cHiIM Ha Bojore3 u ce pasopbxuia, a caMusaT TOU
0w puHy/IeH aa Osra u OWi mpeciieiBad Yak B Tpakulickusg XepcoHec, KOWTO
OWJI MOJIJIOXKEH Ha OITyCTOIICHUE OT Oecute. Pasmepute, KouTo 100MI0 OECKOTO
BbCTaHHE, KAKTO M CHBIIAJHAIINTE IO BpeMe HaxyBaHus Ha cuanetute(?) B Ma-
KeIOHMS MPUHYIIN PUMIITHUTE J]a B3eMar CIICIIHU Mepku. B Makenonus Owmi
HM3MPATEH KaTo UMIepaTropcku jerar urypest Ha Llesap Jlyyuii Kannypuuii [Tuzon,
KOHCY1 B 15 . mp.Xp. u mo ToBa BpeMe (BepostTHO 13—11 r. mp.Xp.) NIPOKOHCY Ha
[Madnaronus u Ianarus B Mana Asus. [1o qymute Ha eqHa enurpama [Tuzon Hax-
JIYNUIL MakeOOHCKama wanka 1 ce 3axsanain 3a pabora®. Koraro 6ecure y3Hanu
32 HETOBOTO MPHUCTHUTaHe, C€ OTTENIMIN 0OpaTHO B cOOCTBEHATa CH TEPUTOPUSL.
[In30H HABISA3BM B 3eMATA UM M OTHAYasIo0 OWI moOesieH OT TAX, HO MOCIIE YCIISUT
Jla UM HaHece MOpa)keHUe M OIYCTOUIMJI M TAXHaTa CTpaHa, U 3eMUTE Ha ChCe-
JUTe UM, KOUTO OWJIM BbCTaHAJM 3aeJHO C TAX. B kpast Ha KpauinaTa moJYUHUIT
BCHYKH, KaTO €THH MPHUBIISKBI Ha CBOS CTpaHa JOOPOBOIHO, APYTH — CBC CTPax
Y TIPOTHUB BOJISATA UM, a TPETH pa3OmI B oTKpuTO cpaxenue. [locne ce Hamoxmino
MOBTOPHO /14 MIOAYUHSBA HAKOU OT OYHTOBHUIIUTE, KOMUTO C€ IPOTHUBOIOCTABSIH
Ha BbBE/ICHU OT Hero pea. Eann mobonuTeH netaiin, BEposiTHO caMo ¢ OeNeTpuc-
THYHA CTOMHOCT, 100aBs diop: cropen Hero IieHeHuTe OT [IM30H Tpakuitm ce
OMMTBAJHM ChC 30U J1a Mperpu3aT BEpUruTe, B KOUTO OWJIM OKOBaHU, U TaKa Ha-
Ka3BaJd CaM¥ CBOSATA CBUPEIOCT® . 3a YCIEITHOTO MOTYIIIaBaHe HAa BHCTAHUETO Ha
6ecure [Tuzon nomyuun peaoser Tpuymb**. Haueno Ha OapuckoTo HapcTBO, KbM
KOETO TO3M IIbT TPAHO OWJIM MPHUCHEAMHEHU 3eMUTe Ha Oecute, OMII YTBBPICH
PeMeraJk; HIKOJNKO TOAMHU MO-KBCHO 3a€IHO C IPYT CBOM Opat — Packymopuc,
TOW OKa3all ChICHCTBHE Ha PUMJISTHATE BB BOCHHHU AeiicTBus B Janmarms>. He
Oy HUKaKBO ChbMHEHHE, ue TodeeHuTe Oecu ca OMIM HaKka3aHU CYypPOBO; MOXKe
Jla ce TPEIONI0KH, Ye UMCHHO 10 TOBA BPpeMe YacT OT TAX ca OWiIM NpUHYIUTEN-
HO IIpECeJICHH Jlajley Ha CEBEPOU3TOK, B 3eMUTE Ha T€TUTE, KBbAETO ABE AeCEeTHIe-
THUS TO-KBCHO IIe 0TOeNEe U MPUCHCTBUETO UM OCHICHUAT HA U3THAHUE B Tomu
noet OBuanir®.

BeposTHOCT € Tut JIuBuii, B chapprkaHueTo Ha uusITo 140-Ta KHUra € 3ama3eHo JJAKOHHYHOTO U3pe-
yenue: Thraces domiti a L. Pisone (T. Liv. perioch. 140).

52 Anth. Gr. 6.335 (AHTHDATED).

3 Flor. 4.12.17; cps. Jordan. Rom.

3 Oceen y uon Kacwuii tpuymdbT Ha [Tn30H ce criomenasa u ot Tarur (Tac. ann. 6.10.3: L.
Piso pontifex ... decus triumphale in Thraecia meruerat).

3 Cass. Dio 55.30.3, 6.

¢ Ovid. trist. 3.10.5; 4.1.67. 3a npecenBaneto Ha 6ecure B JIobpymka Bx.: Casson, S. Thracian
Tribes in Scythia Minor. — JRS, 17, 1927, 97-101; Mihailov, G. Inscriptiones Graecae in Bulgaria
repertae (IGBulg) 12, Serdicae, 1970, p. 305; Tauesa, M. 3a 6ecure npe3 [-VI B. 1 3a TeXHUS €3UK. —
Mumnano, 1997, Ne 2, 28-34. [IpuHyIMTeTHOCTTa Ha TOBA MPECEICHNUE € XUIIOTEeTUYHa; J00pOBOII-
HOTO IpecenBaHe (OArCTBO OT HAIOXKEHUS OT PUMIIIHUTE U OAPUCUTE PEXXUM?) H3MIEK (A IO-MAaJIKO
BEPOSITHO B Ta3H €110Xa, KOraT0 PUMCKUAT KOHTPOJ Bede IPaKTHYECKH ce € IPOoCTHpal 4ak 1o Joi-
Hus JlyHas.
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Roman help, and also later after the institution of the Roman province of Thracia
in AD 46. The various passages in authors from the age of the early Roman Em-
pire concerning either the Bessi or the Bessic strategy are especially interesting
with the information they offer about the whereabouts of the Bessic territories.
The Bessi are mentioned several times both in the intact part and in the
preserved fragments of the seventh book of Strabo’s Geography. In one of the
clearest passages Strabo lists the tribes inhabiting the valley of the Hebros: the
Corpili, upstream from them the Breni and furthermost the Bessi, up to whom
the river was navigable.”” The same fragment, preserved in the Vatican epitome
(Vat. 482), continues with the assertion that the mentioned tribes were brigandish,
and especially the Bessi who were neighbours of the Odrysians and Sapaeans.>®
While the first sentence clearly places the Bessi in the western part of the upper
Hebros valley, the second sends them in the Rhodope mountain, between the
Odrysians who held the Hebros valley and the Sapaei in the southern branches
of the Rhodope and the hinterland of the Aegean coast. In another passage from
the preserved part of the seventh book Strabo however relocates the Bessi to the
Haemus: [...] Next are the people about Mount Haemus and those who live at
its foot, extending as far as the Pontus, the Coralli and the Bessi, and some of
the Maedi and of the Dentheletae. All these nations are very much addicted to
robbery. The Bessi possess by far the greatest part of Mount Haemus, and are
called robbers from their way of life as free-booters. Some of them live in huts
and lead a life of hardship.®® And again, in the continuation of the very same
passage, a radically shifted localization: The Bessi border on the Rhodope, on
the Paeonians and on the Illyrian tribes of the Autariatae and Dardanians.®® The
Paeonians inhabited the lands about the upper course of the Axios, the Dardanians
and Autariatae were located to the north of them, in Kosovo and the Morava
region, and placing the Bessi between them and the Rhodope would locate them
around Rila and the upper Strymon, possibly also in the plain of Sofia and to the
north-west eventually as far as Dragoman. The previous text placing the Bessi
in the Haemus contains evident contradictions; leaving aside the Coralli who are
not known from other sources and the Bessi themselves, the other two mentioned
tribes, the Maedi and the Dentheletae, are both known to have inhabited territories
in the basin of the Strymon. A possible explanation of the problem could come
from the suggestion that Strabo was transmitting inaccurately an earlier text which
described the tribes in the Strymon valley; the name Haemus (Aipog) would then
have been used either as a general denomination for the mountains of the Thracian

57 Strabo 7 fr. 48: magowovot d¢ tov "EBgov Kopmidot kai Boévar étt dvwtéow, elt’ éoxatot
Béooot péxot yap devgo 6 avamAouvg.

8 Amacva d¢ T EBvn) AnoToka TavTa, pdAwoTa d ol Béoooy, 0bg Aéyel yertovevey Odgvoalg
Kal Zamnalolg.

% Strabo 7.5.12: ... €l0’ oi mepl O Alpov kai oi VTEQE avTOL olkobvTES pHéxQL ToL TTovToUu
KoépaAAot kai Béooot kai Maidwv tiveg kat AavOnAntwv. mavia pév ovv tTavta ANoToKWTATA
£€0vn, Béoool d¢, oimeg 10 MAéov TOL GQOLG VEpOoVTaL ToL Alpov, kai DTTO TV Anotwv Anotal
TEOoayoQevOVTAL KaALBITAL TIVeS Kt AuTEopioL.

0 Tuvémntovteg ) e Podom kai toig Haioot kai twv TAALQLOV TOIG T ADTAQLATAIS Kai TOlg
Aagdaviolg.
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[TorymaBaneTo Ha roJsiIMOTO BbCTaHUE Ha OecuTe OeNie U Kpasi Ha TAXHATa
HCTOPHS KaTO CAMOCTOSITEITHA €THO-TIONUTHYECKa opMalus. B HiIKakBa creneH
TSXHOTO XOMOTEHHO sIIpo 00aue IIe 3ama3y CBOSATa MACHTHIHOCT Ype3 Ch3aaeHa-
Ta BEPOSATHO IO TOBa BpeMe cTpaTerusi becuka karo aiMUHUCTpaTUBHA eTUHUIIA
B pPaMKHTE HE CaMO Ha MOCJECTHHS IMEPHOJ OT CHIECTBYBAHETO HA HAPACHAIOTO
TEPUTOPHATHO C pUMCKa oakpena OIpucKo HapcTBo, HO U HA PUMCKaTa IPOBUH-
st Tpakusi B HAYaTHUS MEpUOJ] Ha HEHHOTO ChILECTBYBaHE Cle]] Ch3JaBaHeTO 11
B 46 1. ci. Xp. CBeieHUATa Ha aBTOPH OT nepuoaa Ha PanHara umnepus 3a Oecute
u ctparerus becrnka ca 0co0eHO MHTEPECHHU C MOJATKUTE, KOUTO Mpeajiarar 3a
JIOKaJIM3aLusl Ha TEPUTOPUUTE Ha Oecurte.

Becute ce cnomMeHaBaT HEKOJIKOKPATHO B 3ara3eHara yacT U ()parMeHTUTE OT
cenmara kaura Ha CrpaboHoBarta ,,[ eorpadusa™. B eqHo oT Hali-ICHUTE CBEACHUS
CrpaboH u30posiBa IIEMeHaTa, OOUTABAIM TOJHHATA Ha XeOpOoc: KOPIIIIH, IM0-
Harope OT TsAX OpeHH, a Hali-Hakpasi OecH, 0 KOMTO pekara Owia IuiaBaresHa’’.
B mponwimkenuero Ha cpims (GparMeHT, 3amnaseH B T.Hap. Bamukancko enumome
(Vat. 482), ce TBbpAHU, Ye U30OpOEHUTE TIIEMeHa O pa300HHUYECKH, U Hail-Bede
Gecute, KOUTO OWIM ChCequ Ha ofpucuTe U camante®®. JIokato mbpBOTO TBBP-
JICHHE SICHO TOCTaBs OcCHTE B 3allajJHaTa JacT Ha [opHOTpakwiickara HU3WHA,
BTOPOTO T'Ml OTHpallla NPeANnoloKUTeHO B Potonute, Mex 1y BlajeeluTe 10Iu-
HaTa Ha XeOpoc oApucH M OOMTABAIINTE IOKHUTE pa3KiIoHeHUs Ha Pomonwure n
XUHTepiIaHa Ha Ereiickotro kpaliOpexwue caman. B emuH apyr macaxx mbK, TO3H
BT OT 3alla3eHaTa 4acT Ha ceqma kHura, CtpaboH mpaia 6ecute B Xemyc: |...]
Ilocne uosam scugeewume oxono Xemyc u omewvo He2o yak 0o [lonma, a umento
Kopanume, becume, HAKOU Om MeOume u oenmenemume. Bcuuxu mesu niemena
€a MHO20 pazbouHUYecKu; 0cobeHo becume, KOUMO 3aeMam No-20AMAama 4acm
om Xemyc u ca Hapuuanu pazboinuyu u om camume pazoouHuyu, me obumasam
Konubu u dcusesm 6eono®®. I 0THOBO, B MPOMBIDKEHUETO HA CHINUS MAcaxk, €
IpPEeAIoKEeHa KOPEHHO pa3iiMyuHa JoKanuzauus: becume epanuuam ¢ Pooonume,
¢ neonyume u ¢ uauputickume niemena asmapuamu u oapoanyu®. Tleoumure ce
pasrmojarar OKoJIO TOPHOTO TedeHue Ha AKCHOC, JapAaHLIMTe U aBTapuaTuTe — ce-
BEPHO OT TsX, cboTBEeTHO B KocoBo u IlomopaBueTo; pa3nonaranero Ha Oecure
Mexay Tsax u Pogonute ru npaia okono Puna u roproto teuenue Ha CTpUMOH,
BB3MOKHO 1 B Co(HiCKOTO TONIe W Ha ceBepo3amaj MpuMepHo a0 Jparomad.
1o ce kacae 10 macaxa, mocTapsil becure B XeMyc, TO TOH ChIbpKa OUEBHIHU
HeIoOpa3yMEHHsI; OCTaBSIIKN HaCTpaHa He3aCBUIETEIICTBAHUTE APYTae Kopaiu U
Oecure, cienBaT IMeHaTa Ha METU U JCHTEIICTH, YAUTO TEPUTOPHH CE pa3moiarar

57 Strabo 7 fr. 48: magowovot d¢ tov “EBgov Kopmidot kai Boévat €Tt dvwtégw, elt’ éoxatot
Béooor péxot yap devgo 6 avamnAoug.

8 Amacvra O T €OV AnoTtouck TavTa, pdAlota d’ oi Béooo, obg Aéyet yertovevey Odgvoalg
Kal Zamalolg.

%9 Strabo 7.5.12: ... €16’ ol meoi TO Alpov kai 0l UTTéE adTOL oikoDVTES péXL ToD ITovTou KdpaAAot
kai Béooot kai Maidwv tiveg kat AavOnAntav. mavta pev ovv tavta Anotoikatata é0vn, Béooot
0¢, oimteQ 10 MA€0V TOL 6EOVG VELoVTAL TOD Aflov, Kal DTIO TV ANOT@V ANoTAL TEOoAYoQEvOVTAL,
KaAvfitai Tveg kat Avmeopiot.

% Tuvamnrtovreg ) e Podom kai toig Haioot kai tawv TAALQIOV TOIS T ADTAQLATAIS Kai TOIS
Aagdaviolg.
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interior or, more specifically, to denote the Rila Mountain, a mistaken or variant
usage of the name which also appears elsewhere in the Geography, while Pontus
would stand, not for the Pontus Euxinus (the Black Sea), but for the river Pontus,
known also from other sources and usually identified with the Strumeshnitsa (or
Strumitsa).S! Following the order of the enumeration, this supposition would send
the Coralli and the Bessi around the upper course of the Strymon and the Rila
Mountain, to the north and north-east of the Maedi and Dentheletae, which is
rather consistent with their placing between the Rhodope and the territories of the
Paconians, Dardanians and Autariatae in the very next sentence.

On its own the evidence of Strabo with its internal controversies seems inad-
equate for a clear and definite solution of the problem with the localization of the
Bessi. Its comparison with the statements of other earlier or later ancient authors
is the only way to differentiate between the rational pieces of information and
those transmitting a random or distorted tradition. We shall therefore postpone
the further discussion of the ensuing implications and present first briefly several
other ancient texts relevant to this problem.

Pliny the Elder mentions the Bessi only once in his Natural History, placing
them to the east of the river Strymon and as far as the Nestos: Next comes Thrace,
one of the most powerful nations in Europe, divided into fifty strategies. Of its
peoples whom we ought not to omit to name are the Denteletae and the Maedi
who live on the right bank of the river Strymon as far as the Bisaltae above men-
tioned, and on the left bank the Digerri and the Bessi known under many names
as far as the river Nestos which winds round the foot of Mount Pangaeum, pass-
ing through the Haleti, Diobessi and Carbilesi,and then the Brysae, Sapaei and
Odomanti.*® The text contains some ambiguous points; it is not clear whether the
phrases known under many names and as far as the river Nestos refer only to the
Bessi or also to the previously mentioned Digerri. The latter are not known from
other sources; it seems plausible (but is also unprovable) that they might be con-
nected with the Bessi as a side branch or constituent tribe.

The Bessic strategy is mentioned in the list of Thracian strategies in
Claudius Ptolemy which adds a further interesting topographic nuance.®® The

1 Cf. Henes, I1. Tlnuunit Crapu (N. H. 4. 40) u TpakuiickuTte mieMeHa B paifoHa Ha CpeiHa
Mecra. — BoB: ITitom. Uscnensanus B uect Ha npod. MBan Mapasos. C., 2002, c. 275; idem. 3a
HsIKoM mpobneMu B opoHumusita Ha FOrozamanna Tpaxus. — M3B. Mcrop. myseii — brnaroesrpan, 3,
2003, 34-35. On the river Pontus cf. Detschew, D. Op. cit., p. 374.

2 Plin. n. h. 4.40: Thracia sequitur, inter validissimas Europae gentes, in strategias L divisa.
populorum eius, quos nominare non pigeat, amnem Strymonem accolunt dextro latere Denseletae et
Maedi ad Bisaltas usque supra dictos, laevo Digerri Bessorumque multa nomina ad Mestum amnem
ima Pangaei montis ambientem inter Haletos, Diobessos, Carbilesos, inde Bri<g>as, Sapaeos,
<O>domantos. In another passage (n. 4. 6.217) Pliny also mentions Bessica in a list of cities and
regions of the Roman Empire, alongside with Thracia, Maedica, Paeonia and Illyria.

9 Ptol. geogr. 3.11.6: Zroatnyia d¢ eiotv év ) emagxia mEOS uév taic Muoiats kai mepl tov
Aluov 10 60og &EXOHEVOLS ATo dLoU@V AavOnAntikr), Zagdkn, Ovodumotkn, LeAAntucr) 1oog d&
1) Makedovia kai t¢ Atyaiw meAdyet opoiwe otoatnyio Mawukr), Agoowkr), KoAntikn, Zanaikmn,
KoomiAwr), Kawvuer): kai vmég pév v Mawwrv Beoowr), 0’ fjv Bevvikn, eita Zapaikn: maox
d¢ v ano IepivOov moAews péxos AmoAdwviag magdAov 1) Aotkr) otpatnyia. On the list of
Thracian strategies in Claudius Ptolemy cf. Jumumpos, /. I1. 3a ctpareruute u 3a HAKOU TPAACKU
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ChC CUTypHOCT B Oaceitna Ha CTpuMoH. ENHO BB3MOXKHO MPEANnonoxkeHue, 00sic-
HSBAIIIO TOBA IPOTHBOpeYre, Aomnycka CTpaboH a € U3M03Ball HEBHUMATEITHO
IPBOM3TOYHHK, OTHCBAI IUIEMEHarta 6 dorunama Ha Cmpyma; uMeTo XeMyc
(Alpog) MoXxe J1a € M3MOJN3BAHO TyK Karo OOI0 HAMMEHOBAHUE HAa BBTPEIIHO-
TPaKUiICKUTE TNIAHWHH WK MO-KOHKPETHO 32 0003HaYaBaHe Ha IJIaHUHAaTa Puna,
elHA M3MIeXIa CpelllaHa U Ha Ipyru Mecta y CTpaOoH Tpelka WA BapHaHT-
Ha ynotpeba Ha umero, a [loHTtoc na o6o3HauaBa He EBkcunckus [lont (UepHo
Mope), a pexama [lonmoc, N3BECTHA U OT JPYT'H U3TOYHUIIN U OOMKHOBEHO UJICH-
tuduirpana cbe Ctpymenauia®'. B TakbB cityyaii pebT Ha H30pOsiBaHe Ha ILTe-
MeHaTa OU JIOKaJIM3Upall KOPAIUTE U OECUTE OKOJIO TOPHOTO TeueHune Ha CTPUMOH
U IUIaHWHAaTa Pua, ceBepHO M CEeBEPOM3TOYHO OT MEUTE U JCHTENIETHTE, KOSTO
00110 B3€TO CHBIIAAA M C MMOCTABIHETO UM MeXIy Pomommre m Tepuropunre Ha
TICOHIIH, JapJaHIy ¥ aBTapuaTH.

Bsetu camm mo cebe cu, CTpaOoOHOBUTE CBeleHUsS 3a OecUTe MOopajgu BbT-
pelIHaTa CH MPOTUBOPEYUBOCT HE OMXa MOIIIH J[a IOBEJAT JI0 SICHO M eJHO3HAYHO
peleHre Ha mpobiaeMa ¢ TXHata Jjokann3aius. ChIoCTaBIHETO UM ¢ HHpOpMa-
[UATa Ha JAPYTH, [I0-PAaHHU WM [0-KbCHH aHTUYHHU aBTODPH, J1aBa Bb3MOXKHOCT
Jla ce OTCee B TSIX PAIlMOHAIHOTO OT CIIyYalHOTO M U30MAYE€HOTO B [IPEIABAHETO.
3artoBa Ime ce BHPHEM OTHOBO KBM BBIIPOCA 3a TSIXHATA OICHKA U MHTEpIpETa-
LM, Cliell KaTo MPEeJCTaBUM HAKPaTKO OIEe HIKOJIKO aHTHYHU CBHJCTEIICTBA ChC
CBIIECTBEHO 3HAYCHHE 32 PA3MICKAAHETO Ha TO3H BBITPOC.

[Muanit Ctapu crioMeHaBa Mpsiko OecuTe caMo BEIHBXK B cBosTa Ectect-
BEHA HCTOpUs, B U30pOsiBAaHETO HA IIeMeHata B Tpakus, Karo rd MOCTaBs Ha
n3TOK oT peka CtpumoH u a0 pekara Hectoc: Credsa Tpaxus, uutimo Hapoo e
cpeo Haii-xpabpume 6 Eepona; msa e paszoenena Ha 50 cmpamezuu. Om nieme-
Hama v, Koumo Modicem 0a cnomenem, yxcugesam no osacrama cmpara Ha Cmpu-
MOH Oencenemume (Sic) u Medume 4axk 00 cnomeHamume no-2ope oucaimu, no
aseama My cmpauna — oueepume u becume, KOUMO HOCAM MHO20 UMEHA U ce
npocmupam 0o pexa Hecmoc; nocieonama mue nOOHONMCUAMA HA NAAHUHAMA
Tlaneeii u meue medncdy npedenume Ha xaremume, ouobecume, Kapouiecume;
nocie wa opuzume, caneume u ooomanmume®’. TEKCTBT ChIbPXKA HU3BECTHH
HESICHOTH, B YaCTHOCT HE € CUTYPHO Jalu (paszara HOCim MHO20 UMEHA U ce
npocmupam 00 pexa Hecmoc ce oTHacs camo 3a Oecure, WK U 32 CIIOMEHa-
TUTE Tpeau Tsax aurepu. [locieaHuTe He ca U3BECTHU OT JAPYTH U3TOYHHIIM,
JOMYCTUMO (HO M HEJIOKa3yeMo) M3IIIeKIa IPEANOI0KEHHETO J1a ca CBbP3aHu C
OecuTe KaTo TeXEH KJIOH WA ChCTaBHO ILIEME.

! Bxk. [enes, I1. llnuunii Crapu (N. H. 4. 40) u TpakuiicKuTe mieMeHa B pailoHa Ha CpeiHa
Mecrta. — BoB: ITitvn. Uscaensanus B gect Ha npod. Mean Mapasos. C., 2002, c. 275; cvwyusam. 3a
HsIKoM mpobniemMu B opoHumusita Ha FOrozananna Tpaxus. — M3B. Mcrop. myseii — brnaroesrpan, 3,
2003, 34-35. 3a pexara Ilonroc Bx.: Detschew, D. lut. cpu., c. 374.

2 Plin. n. h. 4.40: Thracia sequitur, inter validissimas Europae gentes, in strategias L divisa.
populorum eius, quos nominare non pigeat, amnem Strymonem accolunt dextro latere Denseletae et
Maedi ad Bisaltas usque supra dictos, laevo Digerri Bessorumque multa nomina ad Mestum amnem
ima Pangaei montis ambientem inter Haletos, Diobessos, Carbilesos, inde Bri<g>as, Sapaeos,
<O>domantos. Ha npyro mscro (n. h. 6.217) Ilnunuii cnomenaBa u becuka B eqHO H3pexaHe Ha
rpanoBe u odnactu Ha Pumckara umnepust, Hapen ¢ Tpakus, Menuka, [Teonuns u Mnupus.
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strategies are arranged from west to east in each of three consecutive rows;
the first and northernmost (on the side of the two Moesiae and the Haemus)
features Dentheletica, Serdica, Ousdicesica and Seletica; the southernmost one
(on the side of Macedonia and the Aegean sea) — Maedica, Drosica, Coeletica,
Sapaica, Corpilica and Caenica. Bessica is mentioned at the start of the third and
geographically middle row which continues with Benica and Samaica and ends
in the east with Astica; it is introduced with a peculiar turn of phrase and above
Maedica [is] Bessica (xai Omeo pév v Maudwkr|v Beoowr).

The names of most of the strategies mentioned by Ptolemy derive from the
names of Thracian tribes, and it seems reasonable to suggest that their extent
would have been more or less consistent with the territories of the respective
tribes at the time when they passed under Roman control. It has usually been sug-
gested that the list of strategies together with the whole description of Thrace in
Ptolemy derive from official Roman geographical documentation from the time
of the emperor Trajan.** The pertinent information about the Bessi and the strat-
egy bearing their name is their declared contiguity with the strategy Maedica; the
territory of the Maedi is usually placed around the valley of the middle Strymon
and to the west of it (i.e. in the region of Blagoevgrad and the upper Bregalnitsa
basin),* and therefore the list in Ptolemy could be added to the remaining argu-
ments placing the western bounds of the Bessic territory in the Strymon basin.

Among the remaining data having any relation to the question of the localiza-
tion of the Bessi we should not overlook the mention of Bessapara, a road station
on the Diagonal Road between Serdica and Philippopolis known from the Ro-
man itineraries.*®® Bessapara is the only toponym which could be linked directly

teputopuu B Pumcka Tpakusa. —I'HM, 6, 1932—-1934, 123—-146; Muxaiinos, I'. KM BeIpOCa 3a cTpa-
teruute B Tpakus. — 'CY, ®3d, 61/2, 1967, 31-48; Jones, A. H. M. The Cities of the Eastern Roman
Provinces. Oxford, 19712, 10-23; @oxn, A. Tpakust u BankanuTe npe3 paHHOCTHHUCTAYECKATA SIIOXA.
C., 1975, 60-92; Tauesa, M. KbM nucropuueckara reorpadus Ha J{pesna Tpakus. — Bexose, 1983,
Ne 6, 5-8; Delev, P. Once More on the Thracian Strategies of Claudius Ptolemy. — In: Gedenkschrift
fiir Professor Velizar Velkov. Sofia, 2009, 245-253.

¢ Ptolemy’s list of the cities in Thrace includes Nicopolis ad Istrum (Nwo6moAws 1) meol
Atuov) which was established under Trajan, but still misses Marcianopolis, Augusta Trajana and
Hadrianopolis.

% On the Maedi cf. Tomaschek, W. Op. cit., 61-62; Lenk, B. Maidoi. — RE, 14, 1928, Sp.
541; Gerov, B. Der thrakische Stamm der Méden. Ethnographisch-historische Untersuchungen.
— In: Omagiu lui C. Daicoviciu, Bucuresti, 241-249; idem. A propos de la population et des
localités de la vallée du cours moyen de la Struma dans 1’ Antiquité. — Studia Balcanica, 1, 1970,
7-23; idem. Die Epigraphischen und Archidologischen Forschungen im Mittelstrymontal. — In:
Studia in honorem G. Mihailov, Sofia, 1995, 201-206; Muaues, A. ApXeonoru4ecku pa3konku u
Mpoy4BaHus B gosinHara Ha cpenna Crpyma. — I'CVY, @unoc.-ucrop. dak., 53/1, 1960, 358-463;
Tepos, . IlpoyuBaHus BbPXY 3alaJHOTPAKUICKUTE 3eMH Ipe3 puMcko Bpeme [u4. 1]. — T'CY,
Dunon. dax. 54/3, 1961 [1959/1960], 159-214; Don, 4. Op. cit., 69-71; ﬁopdaﬂoe, K. Menu-
ke, Makenonust u Pum. — Thracia Antiqua, 4, 1978, 17-33; Cicikova, M. Maedica a I’époque
classique et hellénistique. — In: Spartacus. Symposium rebus Spartaci gestis dedicatum 2050 a.,
Sofia, 1981, 56-59.

% 74 136.2 (Bessapara); IH 568.2 (mansio Basapara); Proc. aed. 4.11.20 (Beoovmagov); IG-
Bulg 947 (Besconapnvou). Cf. cod. lust. 3.39.3 (Bessi), 8.4.5 (Bessi), 10.32.21 (Bessae); cod. Theod.
2.26.1 (Bessi), 12.1.30 (Bessae). See also Detschew, D. Op. cit., p. 55; Lonues, /{. PUMCKHAT ObT
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Ome ennH WMHTEpECeH TomorpadCcku HIAHC 00aBs CIIOMEHaBaHETO Ha
ctparerusi becuka B cnimchbka Ha Tpakuiickute crpareruu y Knasmuit Iltone-
meii®. Toii u30posiBa BBIPOCHUTE CTPATETHH B TPHU Pejia B MOCIEAOBATEIIHOCT
OT 3amaji KbM U3TOK; B C€BepHUs pel (omkwvm 0seme Musuu u Xemyc) ca cro-
meHatu Jlenteneruka, Cepanka, Yeaukecuka u CeneTuka, a B FKHUS (0mKvM
Marxeoonus u Eeeticko mope) Menuka, [Ipocuka, Koitnernka, Canmanka, Kopmu-
nuka 1 Kenuka. becuka e momecteHa B cpennus pen, npean bennka, Camanka u
3aTBapsIaTa TO3U pell Ha U3TOK ACTHKA; TS € BbBEIEHA C XapakTepHara (pasa
a Hao Meouxa [e] Becuka (kai OTéQ pév v Mawwkny Beoown).

[ToBeuero ot IlToneMeeBUTE CTpaTerny HOCAT UMEHA, KOUTO ca MPOU3-
BOIHU OT MMEHAaTa Ha TPAKHUIICKU IJIeMeHa, 1 MOXe C OCHOBAaHHE N1a C€ JO-
IIyCHE, Y€ TEPUTOPHUATA MM OTTOBAps IMOHE MPUOTU3UTEITHO HA IUICMEHHHTE
TEpUTOPHUU TAKMBa, KAKBUTO T'M € 3aBapUJIO PUMCKOTO 3aBOoeBaHUe Ha Tpakus.
CwmsiTa ce, ye U CIUCHKBT,  u300m10 [ITonemeeBoTo onrcanue Ha Tpakus ca
0a3upaHu Ha OoQUIMATHA PUMCKa reorpadcka JOKYMEHTANHs OT BPEMETO Ha
umrneparop Tpasu®. TTo oTHOIIEeHHE Ha OeCUTE U HOCE[aTa KMETO UM CTpare-
TUS ChIIECTBEHATAa HH(OPMALHS € B 3asIBEHOTO ChCEICTBO ChC cTparerus Me-
IUKa; OOMKHOBEHO TEPUTOPHUATA Ha MEANTE CE JOKAIM3UPA OKOJIO W 3amagHO
0T cpenHoTo TeueHue Ha CTpuMoH (T.e. B biaroeBrpazcko u 0Kojo AOJWHATa
Ha Bperanuuma)®, u cnucsKsT Ha IITONIEMel MosKe 11a ce 00aBU KbM OCTaHa-
JUTE CBHIIETEIICTBA, CBHP3BAIlld TEPUTOPHUATA Ha OecuTe Ha 3amaj ¢ Oaceiina
Ha CTpymMma.

9 Ptol. geogr. 3.11.6: Zroatnyiar d¢ eioiv év 1) emagxia mEOS pév taic Muoiats kai mepl tov
Aluov 10 60oc &EXOHEVOLS aTo dLoH@V AavOnAntur), Zagdikn, Ovoducn ok, ZeAAntua): Tog dé
1) Makedovia kai t¢ Atyaiw meAdyet opoiwe otoatnyio Mawukr), Agooikr), KoAntikn, Zanaikmn,
KoomiAwer), Kavuer) kai vméQ pév v Mawucr)v Beoowr), 0’ v Bevvikn, eita Zapaiky: maga d&
v ano IepivOov moAews péxois AmoAAwviag magdAtov 1 Aotikn otoatnyia. 3a CIUChKA HA Tpa-
kuiickute crpareruu y Knasauii ITtonemeit Bx.: Jumumpos, /l. I1. 3a cTparerunte U 3a HIKOU Tpaj-
cku Tepuropur B Pumcka Tpakus. — 'HM, 6, 1932-1934, 123-146; Muxaiinos, I'. KbM BbIpoca 3a
crpareruute B Tpakus. — ['CY, @3, 61/2, 1967, 31-48; Jones, A. H. M. The Cities of the Eastern
Roman Provinces. Oxford, 19712, 10-23; ®@ox, A. Tpakus u BankauuTe npe3 paHHOSTHHUCTHYECKA-
ta enoxa. C., 1975, 60-92; Tauesa, M. Kpm ucropuueckara reorpadus Ha JIpeBHa Tpaxus. — Be-
KoBe, 1983, Ne 6, 5-8; Delev, P. Once More on the Thracian Strategies of Claudius Ptolemy. — BbB:
Co6opHuk B namet Ha npodecop Benuzap Benkos. C., 2009, 245-253.

¢ Cpen m3bpoenure y Iltonemeii rpagose B Tpakust ¢ CIIOMEHAT OCHOBAHUAT MO TpasHOBO
Bpeme Hukxomomnuc ag Uctpym (Nik6moAg 1) mept Alpov), HO BCe OlIe JUMICBAaT MapluaHONnonuc,
Asrycta Tpasza u XaJpuaHOIONHUC.

% 3a menute BX. Tomaschek, W. Lur. cpu., 61-62; Lenk, B. Maidoi. — RE, 14, 1928, Sp. 541;
Gerov, B. Der thrakische Stamm der Méden. Ethnographisch-historische Untersuchungen. — In:
Omagiu lui C. Daicoviciu, Bucuresti, 241-249; cvuyusm. A propos de la population et des localités
de la vallée du cours moyen de la Struma dans I’Antiquité. — Studia Balcanica, 1, 1970, 7-23;
cvuyuam. Die Epigraphischen und Archéologischen Forschungen im Mittelstrymontal. — In: Studia in
honorem G. Mihailov, Sofia, 1995, 201-206; Munues, A. ApXxeonorn4ecky pa3KonKH U IpOy4BaHUS
B nonuHara Ha cpenna Crpyma. — ['CY, @unoc. ucrop. dak., 53/1, 1960, 358-463; I'epos, b. I1po-
YUBaHUs BbPXY 3alaJHOTPAKUICKUTE 3eMH Ipe3 puMcko Bpeme [4. 1]. — T'CY, dunon. dax., 54/3,
1961 [1959/1960], 159-214; @on, A. Llut. cbu., 69-71; ﬁopdanoe, K. Menuke, Makenonust 1 Pum. —
Thracia Antiqua, 4, 1978, 17-33; Cicikova, M. Maedica a 1’époque classique et hellénistique. — In:
Spartacus. Symposium rebus Spartaci gestis dedicatum 2050 a., Sofia, 1981, 56-59.
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with the Bessi; the name is conventionally interpreted as market, emporium of the
Bessi. A Greek inscription from Philippopolis attests the existence of an Upper
and a Lower Bessapara;®’ various locations in the region of Pazardjik have been
proposed for the road station which is supposedly identified with Lower Bessa-
para, but the one by the village of Sinitovo which has produced a number of Greek
inscriptions offers the most plausible conjecture.®®

Among the Roman Imperial Age inscriptions in which individual persons
bear the ethnonym of the Bessi, a Latin one from Naples mentioning the praeto-
rian Aurelius Abitus, of Bessic nationality, born in the village Magari in the city
territory of Serdica could be adduced as a definite piece of information bearing on
the problem of the localization of Bessic territories.*

This brief review of the scanty data relevant to the historical and geographical
circumstances of the Bessi clearly shows what difficulties modern science faces
in its attempts at their reconstruction; it is no wonder that the existing literature
abounds in different and often incompatible and widely discrepant opinions. Even
the nature of the social body hidden behind the name of the Bessi is a matter of
dissention; some authors presume it had from the beginning a tribal character and
accordingly should be territorially distinctive, while others prefer the idea that at
least initially the name of the Bessi designated a group with either a specific social
status or specialized religious and sacerdotal functions incorporated in a tribal
formation bearing a different name and possibly even ethnically distinctive.”
While this second hypothesis originates in the widely popular and yet totally
enigmatic notice of Herodotus on the Bessic priests in the sanctuary of Dionysos
and their unspecified relations with the Satrae, the collective evidence from the
second and first centuries B.C. creates the clear and distinct impression that the
Bessi were then a large and rather well attested tribal group with its particular
territory and political physiognomy, and one that has left a more than casual trace
in the history of this perturbed transitional age.

Existing attempts to draw from the historical sources a general idea about
the territory occupied by the Bessi have led in two alternative directions. One
widely popular opinion places them roughly in the Rila-Rhodope mountainous
area or more specifically in the Western Rhodopes. This hypothesis was
developed and expounded most fully and consistently by Todor Sarafov, but
it has been favoured by many other scholars both before and especially after
him.” It is based mainly on the vague idea, drawn from the single mention of

Philippopolis — Tugugerum — Bessapara. — ['on. Ha Haponuus apxeosor. my3eit B [1nosaus 2, 1950,
76-81; IGBulg 3.1, p. 178-179.

7 IGBulg 947: Beooomagnvot ol &vwbev kai of katwOev.

% JGBulg 1329-1337.

% CIL 10, 1754: Aur. Abitus mil. coh. X pr. — — — nat. Bessus, natus reg. Serdica, vico Magari
(quoted after Detschew, D. Op. cit., p. 59). The frontier between the city territories of Serdica and
Philippopolis went along the eastern ridge of Ihtimanska Sredna Gora (the Succi pass), and the village
of Magari, unknown from other sources, should have been situated somewhere to the west of it.

™ Cf. e.g. Tomaschek, W. Op. cit., 72-73; Capaghos, T. Op. cit., p. 187; Sarafov, T.
L’étymologie..., 136-137.

" Capagos, T. Op. cit., 174-175; cf. Detschew, D. Op. cit., p. 57; Ilonos, J]. Tpakomorusi.
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OT ocraHanuTe CBEJCHMS, UMAIIM OTHOIICHHWE KbM BBIIPOCA 3a JIOKaIh3a-
sITa Ha Oecure, ciueBa a ce 100aBU CIIOMEHABaHATA B PUMCKUTE UTHHEPAPHUU
U B IpyTH TeKcToBe becanapa (Bessapara), MbTHA CTaHIUS HA IUATOHATHHS BT
mexay Cepauka u @umunonosuc®. becanapa € eMHCTBEHHAT TOIIOHUM, KOWTO
MOxe J1a Oblle CBbp3aH H3PUYHO ¢ OECHTE; UMETO Ce MHTEPIPETHpa KaTo nazap,
muwporcuuge Ha b6ecume. CIOpEI €IWH CTAPOTPBIKU HAAMHUC OT OWINIIONONUC €
umaso Topua u Jonna becamapa®’; mokanusanusara Ha MbTHATA CTAHIUS, KOSTO
BEPOSITHO CleABa Aa ce uaeHtudunupa ¢ Joiana becamapa, e Omia ThpceHa Ha
pa3NIuvHU MecTa B paifoHa Ha [la3apmkuk, ¢ Hali-cepro3HN OCHOBaHHS IIPHU CEII0
CHHHTOBO, OTKBIETO MPOM3IIM3AT U HAKOJIKO CTAPOTPBIKH Haamuca’s,

OT u3BeCTHHUTE HAAMKCU OT PIMCKaTa UMIIEPaTOPCKa eroxa, B KOUTO OTIeIN-
HU JIMIa ca 0003HA4YEHHN ¢ €THOHMMa OecH, M3BECTHO 3HAYEHHE IT0 BBIIPOCa 3a
JIOKaNu3aluATa Ha Oeckara IuieMeHHa TePUTOPUS UMa e1H JaTUHCKU HaJIIUC OT
Hearon, B ko#iTO ce crioMeHaBa peToprHaHebT ABpeinii AOUTYC, TIO POXKICHHUE
Oec, poneH B cexo Marapu B rpajckara Tepuropus Ha Cepauka®.

[IperneabT Ha OCKBHUTE CBEACHHUS 32 UCTOpHUYECKaTa Ch10a U reorpad)cKoTo
MOJIOKEHHE Ha OecHTe MOoKa3Ba HAIJIEAHO TPYOHOCTHTE, MIPE] KOUTO € H3MPaBeHA
CHhBPEMCHHATA HayKa MIPH pa3mIekIaHEeTO Ha CBBP3AHUTE C TAX MPOOIEMH; HE €
Yy/IHO, Y€ B TUTEeparypara ChIlleCTBYBAT Pa3IMUHU U Y€CTO PA3HOMOCOYHU U TIPO-
TUBOPEYMBH MHEHHS IO MHOTO OT TsX. CIIOpHA € AOpHU CHIIHOCTTA Ha KpUeIara
ce 3a]] IMETO COLHATHA OOIIHOCT, KOATO HAKOW aBTOPH Ca CKJIOHHH JIa MpHeMar
3a IIEMEHHA U ChOTBETHO TEPUTOPHATHO 000COOEHA, JOKATO APYTH CMSTAT, 4e
UMeTO Ha Oecute (MMOHE MbPBOHAYATIHO) € 0003HAUYaBaI0 ChCIOBUE C OMPEEIICH
COIIMAJICH CTaTyC WM PENUTHO3HO-00penHN (PyHKINN B PAMKHUTE HA TUIEMEHEH
MacHUB, HOCEII[ [Pyro UMe U MOXe O JOpH €THUYECKH HeeqHopoaeH”’. Jlokaro
BTOpaTa XUIOTE3a BB3X0XKAa KbM Pa3IIeJaHOTO BeUe CHUTMATUIHO XepPOIOTOBO
CBeleHMe 3a OeCUTe-)Kpelr B CBETHIMINETO Ha [IMOHWC M TEXHUTE HEU3SICHCHH
B3aUMOOTHOIIIEHHUSI ChC carpute, cBeaeHusTa ot Il u I B. mp. Xp. onpeneneHo cb3-
JIaBaT ChBCEM SICHOTO M KOHKPETHO BIIeUaTIeHHUE 3a OecUTe KaTo U3sBEHA U TOJIs-
Ma IJIeMEHHA TPyTia ChC CBOS TEPUTOPHS U CAMOCTOSTENCH ITONUTHYECKU OOJIHK,
OCTaBWJIa CHILECTBEH OTIEYaThK BbPXY CHbOUTHATA OT Ta3H eroxa.

JoceramHuTe ONUTH 3a U3BIMYAHE OT M3BOPHUTE Ha oOIIa mpeacTana 3a
reorpad)CkoTO MOJOKEHHE Ha OecHTe BOIAT B JBE ANTCPHATUBHU ITOCOKH.

% 74 136.2 (Bessapara); IH 568.2 (mansio Basapara); Proc. aed. 4.11.20 (Beoovmagov); IG-
Bulg 947 (Bescormapnvor). Cps. cod. lust. 3.39.3 (Bessi), 8.4.5 (Bessi), 10.32.21 (Bessae); cod. Theod.
2.26.1 (Bessi), 12.1.30 (Bessae). Bx.: Detschew, D. Llut. cbu., c. 55; [Jonues, /]. PUMCKHUIT BT
Philippopolis — Tugugerum — Bessapara. — ['on. na Haponnust apxeosnor. my3seit B [Inosnus, 2, 1950,
76-81; IGBulg 3.1, p. 178-179.

$71GBulg 947: Beoconapnvot ot dvwBOev kai of kdtwOev.

% IGBulg 1329-1337.

¢ CIL 10, 1754: Aur. Abitus mil. coh. X pr. — — — nat. Bessus, natus reg. Serdica, vico Magari
(umrt. no: Detschew, D. Llut. cpu., c. 59). I'panunara mexxy rpanckute tepuropud Ha Cepauka u u-
JIMTIONONKC € MUHABAIIA [0 U3TOYHHs KIIOH Ha VixTiMmancka CpenHa ropa (mpoxonsT TpasiHOBH BpaTa),
a HEM3BECTHOTO OT APYTH M3TOYHHIIM CeI0 Marapi O4eBHAHO CE € HAMHUPAJIO 3aMaHO OT Hesl.

" By. Hamp.: Tomaschek, W. Tur. cpu., 72-73; Capacgos, T. ur. cwu., c. 187; Sarafov, T.
L’étymologie..., 136-137.
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the Bessi in Herodotus, of their eventual identification with the Satrae, and by
analogy also with the Atot avtovopor kat paxawodogor of Thucydides and
with the independent Thracians of Arrian and other ancient authors. However
there are comparatively few ancient testimonies which could be adduced in
direct support of the Rhodopic localization of the Bessi; among these are
Strabo’s general statement that they were neighbours of both the Odrysians
and Sapaeans, the placing of the sanctuary of Dionysos of which they were
the priests in the high mountains of the Satrae by Herodotus, the Diobessi of
Pliny the Elder somewhere in the Nestos valley, and the late remarks on Bessic
metal and gold miners.” The statement of Strabo that the Bessi inhabited the
greater part of the Haemus should hardly be considered as an argument for
their localization in the Rhodopes,” despite the suggested possibility to identify
Strabo’s Haemus with the Rila Mountain. Another argument in favour of the
recognition of the Bessi as mountain dwellers which has not been exploited so
far would come from the possibility to connect the etymology of their name
with the Greek priooa (a wooded place, mountain valley or ravine).”

The alternative popular opinion sends the Bessi in the western part of the He-
bros plain; the part of the plain which different opinions attribute to them however
varies, reaching sometimes as far as the river Sazliyka in the east. Most authors
who have expressed support for this localization however tend to append it to the

C., 1999, c. 61. Wiesner, J. Die Thraker. Studien zu einem versunkenen Volk des Balkanraumes.
Stuttgart, 1963, 19-20 adds the Bessi to a group of mountain tribes (Bergvolker) together with the
Satrae, Dii and Diobessi, suggesting that the term Tetrachotitae indicated a sort of cantonal division
between the four tribes; in his map on p. 13 he has placed the Bessi between the upper course of the
Hebros and the eastern part of the plain of Sofia, the Dii — in the north-western Rhodopes, and the
Satrae — in the Pirin Mountain.

2 Hdt. 7.111.2; Strabo 7 fr. 48; Plin. n. h. 4.40. On the Bessic miners cf. Tomaschek, W. Op.
cit., p. 76; Kayapos, I'. butbT Ha cTapuTe Tpaku criopes kiacnueckure nucarenu. — Cr. Ha BAH, k.
uct. ¢pun. 1, xu. 1, 1913, 27-28; Kacarov, G. Beitrage zur Kulturgeschichte der Thraker. Sarajevo,
1916 (Zur Kunde der Balkanhalbinsel, 2. Quellen und Forschungen, Heft 5), 58—61; because of the
frequent broad usage of the name Bessi in the Roman Imperial Age we cannot be certain that these
texts refer to the real Bessi and not to the Thracians in general.

73 Strabo 7.5.12.

™ On the meaning of frjcoa cf. Hesych. s. v. Briooar kAipakeg, kokiat. kai vdgnAot tomoL
Konpvol. kai t Baoipa 6or). kat mOALS kai Baowot témot twv 0éwv; Herodian. partit. p. 6: prooa,
Kat Pnoonetg, 6 oVVdEVIQOS TOTOG, 1) 0 &V @ doet Paotpog; p. 225: BRooa, 0 PAoLog TOTOS TOD
dpovg; de prosod. cathol. 266: pricoa ... dvoudoOn d¢ AT TG TOL TOTOL GPVTEWS VATIHOOLS OVAT|G;
Zonaras, lex. s. v. Bjooa. 6 Baoipog t1omog kai kotdog kat UPnAdg; cf. also Strabo 9.4.5; Steph. Byz.
s. v. Bhooa; Etymolog. genuin. s. v. Bnooa. Eusthatius in his comments on the usage of the toponym
Bnooa in Homer (Eustath. ad Hom. 1l. 2.532 = vol. 1, p. 426) adduces directly in addition to the
definition of Herodianus a comparison with the name of the Bessi: H ¢ Brjooa 6t pév katd tvag o
£vog yoadetar o, elpntat meo Poaxéwv. Howdiavog d& dux dvo o yoadet. wvouaodn d¢, paotv, amno
TG TOD TOTOL PUTEWS, VATIWDOLS oVoNG. TV d¢ kai €é0vog Bpakikov oi Briooot. The Ethymologicum
Magnum links fjooa with the Thracian name of the Bacchantes, Bassarides (Etymol. Magn. s. v.
Baooagideg: At Baicxar maoa TO diayetv €v fiooats, 6 €0TV 0QELVOIG TOTIOIG: T) TAQX TO PACTAQN
TO Agyopevov DTOdNUA, OTEQ elpnTat A TO ) Bdoel agnEéval Aéyovial PaocoaQal XITWVES
obg épdovv al Opdiiat Barxal, and Tov Pacoagéws Alovioov- 1) and v Prnocav.). For other
hypotheses on the etymology of the name Bessi cf. Sarafov, T. L’étymologie ...
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EnHo mmpoko pa3npocTpaHeHO MHEHHUE TH CBbp3Ba ¢ Puno-Pomornckara 06-
JaCT KaTo ISIJI0 WM MPEUMMYIIEeCcTBeHO cbC 3amanuute Pomonu. Taszu xumo-
Te3a e M3J0XKEeHa Hal-IBJIHO H mocienosarenHo ot Tomop Capados, HO ce
MOJKPENs ¥ OT IPYTH U IPEIH, B 0COOEHO ciie] Hero'!; T ¢ 6asupaHa OCHOBHO
Ha M3BJICUCHATa OT XEpPOJOTOBOTO CIIOMEHABaHE Ha OeCHUTEe HECUTYpHA HIes
3a TAXHATa HOCHTH(UKAINS ChC CAaTPUTE, a 1O aHAIOTHS U ¢ TyKUINIOBHUTE
IUU-Maxaupodopu, U ¢ He3agucumume mpaxutiyu y ApuaH u Ipyru aBTOPH.
B monkpemna Ha pogorckaTa JoKanu3anus Ha OecuTe Morar Jja ce MpHBIEKaT
CPaBHUTEITHO MaJIKO U3BOPOBHU CBEICHHUS; CPEX TSIX ca 00M0TO TBHPICHHE 3a
pasmoiaraneTo uM ,,medcoy oopucume u canaume™ 'y CtpaboH, Heompenemne-
HOTO JIOKaJIH3UpaHe Ha 00CIyXBaHOTO OT TSAX CBETWUJIHINE Ha /IMOHHMC Ha BH-
COK BPBX B IUTAHWHHTE Ha caTpuTe y Xeponort, [lnnaueBure duobecu B 10OIH-
Harta Ha MecTa, KbCHHUTE CBEJCHUs 3a Oecute — pyaapu u 3narapu’>. Easa nu
clenBa B MOJKpeIa Ha poIoIICKaTa JTOKaJdn3anus Ha OecuTe Ja ce MPUBEKIa U
CrpaboHOBOTO TBBpACHUE, Y€ TC OOUTABAIU NO-20NaMama yacm Ha Xemyc’,
BBIIPECKHU MPEIIOIOKEHATa Bh3MOXKHOCT XEeMYC B Cllydast 1a ¢c€ UIACHTUHIIH-
pa c Puna. KeM noBoguTe 3a ompeneisHeTo Ha 6ecuTe U300M10 KaTo MIaHUuH-
CKO HacelleHHEe MOXe J1a ce A00aBM M HeoTOeNsI3BaHaTa J0cera Bh3MOKHOCT
STHMOJIOTHATA HAa KIMETO UM Ja CE€ CBBPKE C IPBUKOTO fiooa (TOPUCTO MACTO,
TUTAHMHCKA JIONTUHA, KIHucypa)’.

" Capagpos, T. Uur. cwu., 174-175; cps. Detschew, D. Uut. cvu., c. 57; Ilonos, /. Tpa-
konorust. C., 1999, c. 61. Wiesner, J. Die Thraker. Studien zu einem versunkenen Volk des
Balkanraumes. Stuttgart, 1963, 19-20 npunucsa O0ecute KbM Ipynara Ha IJIAHWHCKHUTE TUIEMEHa
(Bergvolker) 3aenHO cbC caTpuTte, TUUTE U AUOOECUTE, CMATANKH, Y€ TEPMUHBT mMempaxopumu
0003HauaBa KaHTOHAJHO JeJICHHe MEXIy TsX; B KapTaTta Ha cTp. 13 Toll e pa3monoxuin decute
MEX]y TOPHOTO TeueHue Ha Mapuua u u3roynara yact Ha CopHiiCKOTO 1oJie, TUUTE — B CEBEPO-
3anagaute Pogony, a carpute — B [Iupus.

2Hdt. 7.111.2; Strabo 7 fr. 48; Plin. n. 4. 4.40. 3a cBenenusita 3a 6ecure pynapu Bx.: Tomaschek, W.
ut. cbu., . 76; Kayapos, I'. buteT Ha cTapuTe Tpaku criopes kiacudeckure nucarenu. — Cr. Ha BAH,
KL ucT. pui. 1, k. 1, 1913, 27-28; Kacarov, G. Beitrédge zur Kulturgeschichte der Thraker. Sarajevo,
1916 (Zur Kunde der Balkanhalbinsel, 2. Quellen und Forschungen, Heft 5), 58-61; nopaau pa3uiu-
puTenHara ynorpeda Ha IMETO Oecu B PUMCKaTa IMIIEPAaTOPCKa e1oXa He MOXe ChC CHT'YPHOCT Jia ce
TBBP/H, Y€ B T€3H CBEACHUA CTaBa JyMa 3a ChIIUHCKH OecH, a He H300110 38 TPaKUiIH.

73 Strabo 7.5.12.

™ 3a 3HayenueTo Ha Brjooa Bik.: Hesych. s. v. friooar kAipaies, koL kai VdenAoi tomoL
Konuvol. kat tax Baotpa 6on. kat moAIS kait Baotpot tomol Twv 0géwv; Herodian. partit. p. 6: frooa,
Kat Pnoonets, 6 ovVdEVIQOS TOTOG, 1) 0 &V ¢ OeL Paotpog; p. 225: BRooa, 0 P&oLog TOTOS TOD
dpovg; de prosod. cathol. 266: pricoa ... &voudoOn d¢ Ao TS TOL TOTOL HPVTEWS VATIHOOLS OVAT|G;
Zonaras, lex. s. v. Bnooa. 6 Bdopog témog kai kotAog kai OPnAdg; cps. u Strabo 9.4.5; Steph. Byz.
S. v. Biooa; Etymolog. genuin. s. v. Bjooa. EBcraruii B koMeHTapa KbM TOHOHUMA Bricoa y Omup
(Eustath. ad Hom. 11.2.532 = vol. 1, p. 426) npuBexJa JUPEKTHO B JOM'bIHEHHE KbM ONPEACICHUETO
Ha XepoIuaH cpaBHeHUe ¢ uMeTo Ha Oecure: H 8¢ Biooa 6tL pév katé tvag dU évog yoadetal o,
elontat mEo Poaxéwv. Howdiavog d¢ dix dVo o yoadel. wvouaodn dé, Gpaoiv, &no Thg Tov Témov
PVoewe, vamdoug ovamne. v d¢ kai €éBvog Bpaiktcov ot BRooot. B T'onemust eTumonor ek ¢ priooa
€ CBbP3aHO M TPAKMHCKOTO Ha3BaHME Ha BakxaHkute, Oacapuau (Etymol. Magn. s. v. Baooagidec:
Al Bdacxan maga TO didyewy v friooais, 6 0TV 0QELVOIS TOTIOIG: T TAQA TO BACTTAQN TO AgyOuevov
VTOdN UK, OTtEQ elpnTAL TAQAX TO 1) PAoeL agnEévat. Aéyovtal Bacodoat XITwveg oG EPogovv ai
Bodkiat Barxal &mod ToL Bacoagéws Alovioov: 1) &md TV Pnocwv.). JloceranHuTe XUIOTE3! 3a
ETUMOJIOTHAATA Ha UMETO Oecu BXK. y: Sarafov, T. L’étymologie...
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previous one, suggesting the parallel existence of highland and lowland Bessi.”
Further on, various ideas have been expressed about the attribution (Bessic or
Odrysian) of some important archaeological finds and sites like the Panagyur-
ishte Treasure and especially the dynastic necropolis at Duvanli; recent finds have
added more pieces to this puzzle, mainly in the foothills and southern slopes of
the Sredna Gora — tombs and rich burials near Strelcha, Starosel and Chernozem,
as well as a number of settlement sites (Koprivshtitsa, Krustevich, Kozi Gramadi
etc.). The usual arguments adduced in support of placing the Bessi in the Hebros
plain include the notice of Strabo that they lived on the river Hebros which was
navigable up to their lands; the localization of the road station Bessapara (the
name of which is usually interpreted as ,,marketplace, emporium of the Bessi”)
by Sinitovo in the region of Pazardjik, and especially the association of the Bessi
with the Haemus (again in Strabo) and the attempt to reunite this northern local-
ization with that in the Rhodopes to the south in a compact territory.”® More evi-
dence could be brought forward to this end, like the victory of Marcus Minucius
Rufus over the Bessi by the frozen Hebros or the presence of cavalry among the
forces which the Bessic chief Rabocentus was offering to Lucius Calpurnius Piso
in the first century B.C.”’

The existing attempts to define the territory of the Bessi have all underesti-
mated an important part of the evidence which authorizes its extension in a west-
ern direction as far as the Upper Strymon basin. Thus, as already mentioned, Pliny
definitely positions the Digerri and the Bessi ,,known under many names” along
the left bank of the Strymon and from there to the Nestos in the east,’”® and Claudi-
us Ptolemy places the Bessic strategy ,,above Maedica“.” In one of the most char-
acteristic ancient descriptions Strabo places the Bessi between the Rhodopes on
one side and the Paeonians, Dardanians and Autariatae on the other.3’ It has been
suggested above that the preceding text in the same passage of Strabo placing the
Coralli, the Bessi, the Maedi and the Denteletae ,,about Mount Haemus and at its

5 Kayapos, I'. Tpakuiickute 6ecH, ¢. 31; Benedukos, H. Taiinara Ha tpakuiickure mormii. C.,
1968, 43—-44; Jlanos, X. Tpaxu. C., 1969, 118-124; Muxaiinos, I Tpakure. C., 1972, c. 50 and the
map on p. 295; @on, A. Ilonutudecka uctopus Ha Tpakute. Kpas Ha BTOpOTO XUISI0TE€THE [0 Kpast
Ha IeTu Bek npenu Hosarta epa. C., 1972, 73-75; idem. Tpakus u bankaunute..., 77-83 (but cp. also
75-76, 83-85 with a localization in the Rhodope); ®@on, 4., T. Cnupudonos. Op. cit., 116; Kparka en-
LUKIIONEHSL..., €. 38; Archibald, Z. The Odrysian Kingdom of Thrace. Orpheus Unmasked. Oxford,
1998, 108—111 with the map on p. 108.

76 Strabo 7 fr. 48; 7.5.12; about Bessapara see supra. On the suggested localization of the Bessi
in the Haemus cf. Tauvesa, M. 3a 6ecute u texuure..., 12—-14, who spreads their territories over the
whole of the Western Haemus (but restricts their presence in the Hebros plain). Cf. also bomesa, /.
Etpononckusr...; Boteva, D. St. Athanase d’Etropolé, Sabazios et 1’oracle de Dionysos. — Dialogues
d’histoire ancienne 23/1, 1997, 287-298, with a suggested location of the Bessic sanctuary of
Dionysos on a mountain peak above Etropole. Cf. supra my comments on Strabo 7.5.12.

T Cf. supra about these events.

B Plin. . h. 4.40: ... amnem Strymonem accolunt ... laevo Digerri Bessorumque multa nomina
ad Mestum amnem.

" Ptol. geogr. 3.11.6: ... xai O7téo pév )y Madwknv Beoouer.

8 Strabo 7.5.12: ... Tvvamrtovtes 1) te Podomm kai toig Iatoot kai twv TAALQUOV Tolg Te
Avtaglatals Kot toig Aagdaviols.
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Jpyroto 4yecto cpemaHo MHEHHE Tipalia OecuTe B 3amajgHara 4acT Ha [op-
HOTpaKHUHCKaTa paBHIHA, KaTO O0XBATHT HA MPUIIICBaHATAa MM PaBHUHHA TCPH-
TOpHS € pa3jinyeH, B HAKOM BapUaHTH 4ak 10 peka Caznuiika Ha u3Tok. [loBeue-
TO aBTOPH, KOMTO MOJIBPIKAT Ta3u JIOKANIU3alu, 51 100aBIT KbM IpPEIXOAHATa,
Hpeoiaraiiki ChIIeCTBYBaHETO Ha MIAHUHCKU U pagHunnu Oecn’. Ilpu ToBa ce
TpeuIaraT pa3InyHd PEemIeHrs Ha MpoOiiemMa 3a MpHHAAIC:KHOCTTa (OecKka min
OJIPUCKA) Ha HAKOHM BaXXKHH apXeOJOTHYECKH HaxOlIKH Kato IlaHarropckoTo Chk-
poBHIIe U 0cOOEHO TUHACTUIECKHS HEKPOIIOJ IpH JlyBaHIM; KbM TSAX B MOCTE-
HUTE JICCETHICTHS ce T00aBUXa U pell IpYyTH, TIIABHO B MOAHOXKUATA U IOJKHUTE
ckioHoBe Ha CpenHa ropa — rpoOHUIM U OoraTu morpebenus okono Crpenya,
Crapocen u YepHo3seM, kakTo U pen cenuniau ooektu (Kompusmuia, Kpbscre-
Bud, Ko3u rpamanu u ap.). O0myaifHUTE CBUACTEICTBA, IIPUBEKAAHN B TIOAKpETa
Ha pa3nojiiaraHeTo Ha OecuTe B paBHHHHATA 4acT Ha [ OpHOTpakuiickaTa HU3UHA,
ca obmoro uM criomMeHaBaHe (y CtpaboH) KaTo HacelneHue Kpai pekara Xebpoc,
00 paiilona Ha Koumo ms 6una niasamenna, TI0KATH3aNUATa HA pUMCKATa ITBT-
Ha ctaHus becanapa (0OMKHOBEHO MHTEPIPETUPAHO KaTo ,,I1a3ap, ThPIKUILE Ha
Oecure™) kpait CuauToBo, [lazapmxuinko, U Hali-Bede CBHP3BAHETO HA OeCHUTE C
mnanuHata Xemyc (otHoBO 1o CTpaboH) M JKeJaHUETO TO3W Hal-ceBepeH palioH
Jla ce CBBpXKE C FOXKHATA JIoKanmu3anus Ha 6ecute (B PomoruTe) B KOMIIaKTHA Te-
putopus’. KbM TsiX Morar ia ce 1o0aBsaT 1 Apyrd JOBOAM, Hampumep nobenara
Ha Mapk Munymwmii Pyd Han 6ecute kpaii 3aMmpb3Hams XeOpoc Wil HATHINETO
Ha KOHHUIIA Cpe/l BOMCKUTE, KOUTO OeCKUAT BOk PabokeHT npezaran mpe3 I B.
np.Xp. va Jlynuit Kannypuuii [Tuzon”.

JoceramHnTe OMUTH 3a JIOKAIW3aIMsI Ha OecHTe ModTH 0e3 M3KIIOYCHUE
npeHedpersar 4acT OT aHTUYHUTE CBUJETENICTBA, KOUTO MPABIT B3MOXKHO pa3-
MIMPSIBAHETO Ha TAXHATa TEPUTOPHUS B 3alajHa Mocoka 1o OaceifHa Ha [opHa
Crpyma. Taka [lnuHWE W3pUYHO MMOMECTBA AWTEPHUTE U OECHTE, ,,KOUTO HOCAT
MHOTO UMeHa", 1o JieBust Opsar Ha CTpuMoH u otrTam 4ak 10 Hecroc’®; Knapauii
ITonmemeii ek pasmoinara crparerusta becuka ,,maq Menuka“”. B enno ot Haii-
XapaKkTepHHUTE aHTUIHU orncanus CTpaboH mocrass Oecute Mexay Pomonute, ot

5 Kayapos, I'. Tpakuiickute 6ecH, c. 31; Benedukos, H. Taiinara Ha tpakuiickure mormii. C.,
1968, 43—44; Hanos, X. Tpaku. C., 1969, 118-124; Muxaiinos, I Tpaxure. C., 1972, c¢. 50 u xapta
Ha c. 295; @on, A. [lonutudecka ucropus Ha Tpakute. Kpas Ha BTOpOTO XWIII07€THE 10 Kpas Ha
neTu Bek mpenu Hopara epa. C., 1972, 73-75; Tpakus u bankanwure..., 77-83 (cpB. u 75-76, 83-85
3a sokanu3zauus B Pononure); @on, 4., T. Cnupuoonos. Llut. cpbu., c. 116; Kparka eHuukioneus. . .,
c. 38; Archibald, Z. The Odrysian Kingdom of Thrace. Orpheus Unmasked. Oxford, 1998, 108-111
c xaprara Ha ctp. 108.

76 Strabo 7 fr. 48; 7.5.12; 3a becamapa Bx. mo-rope. 3a CTapOIUIAaHMHCKATa JIOKATH3AIKs Ha
Oecure BX.: Tauesa, M. 3a Oecute U TEXHUTE..., 12—14, KOATO pa3npoOCTHPa TEPUTOPUUTE UM B Iis1a
3ananna Crapa rianuHa (Makap ¥ J1a OrpaHH4yaBa IPHUChCTBUETO UM B [OpHOTpakuiickara paBHUHA).
Bx. u: bomesa, /[. ETpONONCKHAT ... C ONUT 32 JIOKaJIM3alMs Ha OECKOTO cBeTUuILE Ha J[HOHKC B
Erpononckus bankan. Cps. u Most komeHTap Ha CtpaboHoBus nacax 7.5.12 nmo-rope.

77 3a Te3u CHOUTHUS CHILO BXK. O-TOPE.

8 Plin. . h. 4.40: ... amnem Strymonem accolunt ... laevo Digerri Bessorumque multa nomina
ad Mestum amnem.

" Ptol. geogr. 3.11.6: ... xai OtéQ pév v Madwnv Beoou.
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foot, extending as far as the Pontus“®! might be interpreted as a list of the tribes
inhabiting the Strymon valley, from the foothills of the Rila (= Haemus?) to the
river Pontus (Strumeshnitsa?). Some further evidence could be adduced, like the
placing of the Bessi between the Odrysae and the Dentheletae in the description
of the Thracian expedition of Philip V in 183 B.C. by Polybios,*? or the mentioned
inscription of the praetorian Aurelius Abitus ,,0of Bessic nationality, born in the
village Magari in the city territory of Serdica”.® The inclusion of the suggested
territory in the realm of the tribal community of the Bessi would also offer an ad-
ditional explanation of the reasons for the establishment exactly in this territory,
at Germania (Sapareva Banya) of one of the very few Roman military camps in
the interior of the province of Thracia.®

The exact extent of this territory which presumably coincides also with the
Bessic strategy of Ptolemy is elusive in its details. Its main axis would probably
have been situated along the course of the Roman road between Pautalia and
Philippopolis in its central part, roughly between modern Dupnitsa and Pazardjik,
and comprising the valleys and basins enclosed between the slopes of the Rila
and the North-Western Rhodopes in the south and those of Vitosha, Plana and
Ihtimanska Sredna Gora in the north. The problem of the western limit of the
territory of the Bessi is linked with the just as obscure problems of the fate of the
Agrianians and the territory of the Dentheletae. Probably the latest mention of the
Agrianians in Strabo (in the barely recognizable form ,,Hybrianes) sends them
far to the west, making them neighbours of the Dassaretae (around the lakes of
Ohrid and Prespa) and of the Ardiaei (even further west, along the Adriatic coast),
while the enormous domain enclosed between the Rhodopes and the territories
of the Paeonians (in the upper Vardar valley), of the Dardanians (in Kosovo) and
of the Autariatae (in the Morava basin) is assigned in the same passage to the
Bessi.® The text of Strabo however contains some evident errors (like sending
the Bessi, Maedi and Dentheletae in the Haemus in the previous sentence), looks
rather general and arbitrary and should not be taken as the most dependable piece
of evidence on the exact territorial demarcation between the tribal groups in this
part of ancient Thrace in the second and first c. B.C. What could be put forward

81 Strabo 7.5.12: €16’ oi mepi 10 Alpov kai ol U7 avTOL oikoLVTES péXoL ToL TTovTov KdpaAAot
kai Béooot kai Maidwv tiveg kat AavOnAntav.

8 Polyb. 23.8.3-7; T. Liv. 39.53.12—14 offers however a different order of the same tribal
groups. Cf. supra for more detailed analysis of these passages.

8 CIL 10, 1754 (after Detschew, D. Op. cit., p. 59).

8 About the Roman military camp at Germania cf. I'epos, b. Op. cit., 303-304; Heanos, T.
K®Mm BbHpoca 3a narepyBanero Ha cohors II Lucensium B rpan I'epmanus. — Apxeonorus, 1964, Ne 1,
20-23; idem. ['epmMaHust — pUMCKH KacTeN U paHHOBU3aHTHUICKH rpaj. — BuB: [locenuiieH xuBoT B
Tpakus. T. 1. SIm6on, 1982, c. 125; idem. Ykpenutennara cucreMa Ha pUMCKHS KaCTeJ M pAHHOBU3aH-
tuiickus rpan ['epmanus (Canapesa Ganst). — Boennoucropuuecku coopHuk, 1992, Ne 4, 5-26; idem.
Doprudukanusra Ha epmanus (Canapesa 6anst) npe3 [I-VI B. — U3s. HUM, 11, 2000, 121-128;
Velkov, V. Cohors II Lucensium Equitata in Moesia and Thrace. — Acta Archaeologica Academiae
Scientiarum Hungarica, 41, 1989, 247-256. About other Roman military forts in the region cf. Kaya-
posa, B. Ilayranus u Helinara tepuropus npes [-VI sek. B. Teproso, 2005, 208-210.

8 Strabo 7.5.12.
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ellHa CTpaHa, U MEOHIUTE, AapJaHuTe U aprapuarure, ot apyra.®® ITo-rope Beue
CTaHa AyMa U 32 BE3MOXXHOCTTA MIPEAXOIHIS TEKCT B ChINUS macax Ha CtpaboH,
MIOCTABSAI KOpaluTe, OeCUTe, HIKOW OT MEANUTE U ACHTEIETUTE ,,0KOJIO ¥ OTTaThK
Xemyc vak g0 ITonTta*®!, ma ce uHTEpHpeTHpa KaTo ONMMCAHHWE HA IUIEMEHATa B
Oaceitna Ha CtpyMma, oT momHoxusTa Ha Pua (= Xemyc?) no pexama Iloumoc
(Crpymemrauma?). Morar na 6b1at 100aBeHU U pell IPYTH CBHICTEICTBA; HAIIPH-
Mep pasmnonaranero y [lonubuii B onucanueto Ha nmoxoaa Ha @uiun V B Tpakus
npe3 183 1. mp.Xp. Ha OecUTe MEKITY OIPUCHUTE M ICHTENETUTE, WM CIIOMEHA-
THUAT MO-TOpe HAIIKC Ha MpeTophaHena ABpenuit AOuTyc, ,,io pokaeHue Oec,
poneH B ceno Marapu B rpajckara Teputopus Ha Cepauka“®®. BkirouBaHeTo Ha
BBIIPOCHHUTE 3¢MH B 00XBaTa Ha TUIEMEHHATa OOIIHOCT Ha OecuTe OM Jao | Jo-
IIBITHUTETHO O0SICHEHHE 32 IPUIHHUTE 32 yCTAaHOBIBAHETO IMEHHO TYK, TIpH [ ep-
manus (CanapeBa OaHsl) Ha €JMH OT MAJIOOPOMHUTE PUMCKH BOCHHHU JIar€pH BbB
BBTPEIIHOCTTA Ha poBUHIHS Tpakus®.

OOXBaThT Ha Ta3W TEPUTOPHS, OUIEBUIHO ChBIaaama u ¢ IltonemeeBara cmpa-
meeust becuxa, TpymHO MOXe Ja ce ompeenu B neTaiiinn. HeitHusT rppOHaK Bepo-
ATHO JICKH OKOJIO TpaceTo Ha puMckus mbT [layTamust — @uimnononuc B Heroara
LEHTpaHA YacT, IPUOIU3UTEIHO Me Iy nHemmHuTe ynauna u [1asapmkuk, 06-
XBalllAKU JOJIMHUTE U TIOJIeTara, 3aKJII0OYeHN MeXIy CKiIoHOBeTe Ha Puna u Ce-
Bepo3zarnagaute Pononu Ha tor u Te3u Ha Buroma, [Tnana u Mxtumancka Cpenna
ropa Ha ceBep. [IpobneMbT 3a 3amagHara TpaHUIA HAa TCPUTOpUATa Ha Oecute e
CBBP3aH ChC CHILO TOJIKOBA HESICHUTE MPOOIEeMH 3a Ch/10aTa Ha arpuaHUTe U TepH-
TOPUATHOTO Pa3NOJIOKEHHE Ha JICHTeNeTuTe. BeposTHO Hail-KbCHOTO CIIOMEHABaHE
Ha arpuanuTe y CtpaboH (mmox opmara ,.X:0OpHaHu') TH Tpalia Jaied Ha 3amaf,
MpaBelKu ' cheenu Ha gacaperute (oxono Oxpuackoro u [IpecnanckoTo e3epo)
W apauenTe (OIle MO Ha 3anaj, Kpaid ApuaTHYecKOTO Kpaidpexue), JOKaTo orpo-
MHOTO TPOCTPaHCTBO MeXIy PomomnmTe u TepuTOpuUTE Ha NECOHIUTE (IO TOPHHUS
Bapnap), napnanuure (B KocoBo) u aBrapuarute (B IlomopaBueTo) e orpeneHo B
chius macax Ha 6ecure®. CTpaboOHOBOTO omucaHue odade ChabpiKa SBHH 0ObPK-

8 Strabo 7.5.12: ... Tuvamrtovteg 1) te Podomm kai toig Iatoot kai twv TAAvQuoV Toig Te
Avtaglatals Kot toig Aadaviots.

81 Strabo 7.5.12: €16’ ol el to Alpov kai ol Urtég avtov oikovvtes puéxoL tob ITovrov KdgaAAot
kai Béooot kat Maidwv tivee kat AavOnAntwv.

8 Polyb. 23.8.3-7; T. Liv. 39.53.12-14 ¢ pa3nn4HO moapexaane Ha n30pPOCHHUTE IIEMEHHH
rpynu. Bix. mo-rope 3a no-noapo0eH aHaanu3 Ha Te3U CBEACHUSL.

8 CIL 10, 1754 (uur. mo: Detschew, D. 1TuT. cbu., c. 59).

8 3a pumckus BoeHeH sarep B [epmanus Bx.: [ epos, b. Llut. cvu., 303-304; Heanos, T. Kpm
BbIIpoca 3a narepyBaneto Ha cohors Il Lucensium B rpan I'epmanus. — Apxeomnorus, 1964, VI, Ne 1,
20-23; cvwyuam. I'epManus — pUMCKU KacTeld M paHHOBU3aHTuUiicku rpai. — Bes: [locenumen xu-
Bot B Tpakust. T. 1. SImGomn, 1982, c. 125; cvwusam. YkpenurenHara cucteMa Ha pUMCKUSI KacTel U
panHoBHu3aHTHiickus rpan ['epmanus (Canapesa 6aHst). — BoeHHoucTopryecku cOopHuk, 1992, Ne 4,
5-26; cvwyusam. Poprudukanusra na [epmanns (Canapesa 6ans) npes 11-VI B. — 3. Hau. ucrop.
my3eit, 11, 2000, 121-128; Velkov, V. Cohors Il Lucensium Equitata in Moesia and Thrace. — Acta
Archaeologica Academiae Scientiarum Hungarica, 41, 1989, 247-256. 3a apyru puMCcKu BOSHHHU
KpenocTH B paiioHa Bx.: Kayaposa, B. [layranus u Helinara Teputopus npe3 [-VI Bex. B. TspHOBO,
2005, 208-210.

8 Strabo 7.5.12.
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as a cautious inference is that the minimum western limit of the Bessi fitting ac-
ceptably the discussed evidence would stretch their territory at least to the region
of Dupnitsa, while the region known as Razmetanitsa between Bobov Dol and
Boboshevo and the flatlands around Radomir and Pernik to the north-west should
rather remain uncertain between the Bessi, the Dentheletae or eventually the re-
mains of the once mighty Agrianians. It seems appropriate to bring up here the
continuation of the discussed passage of Strabo which contains the assertion that
the settlements of the Dassaretae, of the Hybrianes (Agrianes?) in question and of
other minor tribes in a territory which the text does not permit to define with any
precision were for a long time devastated by the Celtic Scordisci, until in the end
the whole country was depopulated and was covered on a distance of many days
travel with impenetrable woods.?

The northern frontier of the territory occupied bu the Bessi seems just as
uncertain; its above-mentioned hypothetical location along the ridges of the Vi-
tosha, the Plana and the Ihtimanska Sredna Gora is based on the assumption that
the Serdi were present about the same time in and around the plain of Sofia as
the main population of the future strategy Serdica (or Sardica).’” Christo Danov
however has suggested (presumably more or less arbitrarily since his opinion is
not based on any reliable information in the sources) that the river Oescus (Os-
kios, Iskar) marked the frontier between the Serdi who occupied only the western
part of the Sofia plain and the Bessi, whose territories receive thus the addition of
ample territories to the east of the river — the area around Elin Pelin at least to the
Galabets ridge, and maybe also the Pirdop basin to the east of it.*® The insecurity
surrounding the origin of the Serdi and the time of their establishment would
however authorize the hypothetical assumption that during the Hellenistic age the
whole of the plain of Sofia, and maybe even areas further west and north-west as
far as Dragoman might have been inhabited by Bessic tribes.

In the east, the location of Bessapara near Pazardjik seems to pinpoint the
minimum extension of the Bessic territory in this direction. But reservations and
objections are possible here too: the emporium of the Bessi could have been situ-
ated out of their proper territory, a place reached by the navigation along the
Hebros to which they would descend from their lands to trade their produce (to
Greek merchants?). And yet the affirmation of Strabo that the river was navigable
up to the lands of the Bessi * makes the assumption that these reached the area
of Pazardjik in the east a very probable one. Somewhat more to the east however
Pholippopolis was definitely out of the Bessic realm, as the double statement in
Polybios and Titus Livius describes the surrounding population at the time of the

8 Strabo 7.5.12.

8 The name of the Serdi appears quite late, being mentioned for the first time by Cassius Dio
on the occasion of the Thracian expeditions of Marcus Licinius Crassus (Cass. Dio 51.25.4). See also
Detschew, D. Op. cit., 430—432.

8 Jlanos, X. Ipesna Tpakus, c. 108. Danov however contradicts his own opinion further
down, attributing the archaeological finds from Chelopechene and Bailovo to the Serdi and not the
Bessi (ibid. p. 109, note 23).

8 Strabo 7 fr. 48.
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BaHUs (KaTo MPaIaHeTo Ha OSCH, MEIM U JICHTEJCTH B XeMYC B IPEIXOMHOTO H3-
pedeHue), M3k A JOCTa 0010 M IPOU3BOIHO U €1Ba JIH CJIEABA Ja CE BH3IPHEME
KaTo MEPOJAaBHO CBHUIETENICTBO 32 NIETAHITHOTO TEPUTOPHATHO pPa3MooKEeHHE Ha
IJIEMEHHUTE MacCUBU B Ta3M 4acT Ha Tpakuickute 3eMu npe3 [I-1 B. mp.Xp. Tosa,
KOETO M3IVIeXK/Ia BH3MOXKHO KaTO €HO MPEIIA3INBO MPEANON0KEHHE, €, Ye MUHH-
MaJTHOTO BEPOATHO Pa3lpOCTPaHEHHE Ha 3amaja Ha OScHTe, KOeTo OW OTTOBApPSLUIO
Ha pa3mIeaHuTe TO-rope M3BOPOBU MONATKU, OM Omio 10 paiiona Ha [lymHuna,
Jokato obnactra Pazmeranuna mexy bo6oB fgon u bobomieBo 1 mosnerara oKoJo
Panomup u [lepHuKk Ha ceBepo3armaj ocTaBaT HECUTYPHH B 00XBaTa OWiIo Ha Oe-
cuTe, OWJIO Ha JICHTEIICTHUTE, OWJIO HA OCTAHKUTE OT MOTBIIUTE HIKOTa arpHaHM.
Moske 61 IMEHHO TYK € YMECTHO Ja C€ IIPUIIOMHH, Y€ B IIPOIBIKCHUETO HA CHIITHS
nacax CtpaOoH TBBpAH, Ue CEIMIIATa Ha JacapeTUTe, Ha BHIIPOCHUTE XIOOpHaHH
(arpuanu?) v Ipyru HE3HAYUTEITHH IUIEMEHA B TEPUTOPHUS, KOSTO TEKCTHT HE MO3BO-
JIsIBa J]a CE€ OIIPEICIU ChC CUTYPHOCT, OWJIH IBJITO BPEME OITyCTOIIABAHHU OT KEJTUTE
CKOPJMCKH, JTOKAaTO HAaKpasi CTpaHaTa ce 0OC3NMIONMIIA U MTOKPHUIIA ¢ HEPOXOIUMHA
rOpH Ha Pa3CTOSHKUE OT MHOTO THU MBT,

CeBepHara TpaHHIla Ha 3aeTaTa OT OECUTE TEPUTOPHUS € CHIIO TOJIKOBA HE-
CUTypHa; HEHHOTO XUIOTETUYHO MOCTaBsHE TO-TOpe 10 XpebeTnte HAa Buroma,
[Tnana u Mxtumancka CpenHa ropa ce OCHOBaBa Ha MPEMOIOKECHUETO 3a MPH-
CBHCTBHETO BBB U OK0J0 COQHICKOTO TONe Ha cepOoume KaTo OCHOBHO HaceJe-
Hue Ha Opaeniara crparerus Cepauka (uiu Capauka)®. Xpucro JlanoB obade
npemnosara (IoBe4e Wi MO-MaJIKO IPOU3BOIIHO, TOKOJIKOTO MHEHHETO HE € 000-
CHOBAaHO C HUKaKBU W3BOpH), 4e pekara Oiickoc (MIckbp) cirykena 3a TpaHHIIa
MeX Ty obuTaBamuTe 3ananHara yact Ha CoduiickoTo mose cepan u 6ecute, KbM
YHHUTO TEPUTOPUH 10 TO3M HAYMH CE MPHUIABAT OOIIUPHU TEPUTOPHH HA U3TOK OT
pekara — paiionbT okosio Enun Ilenun mone go xpedera ['birbber, a Moxe Ou U
IMuppornckoto nose Ha u3ToK OT Hero®®. HecurypHocTTa 0KOIIo MPOU3Xoa U Bpe-
METO Ha T0sIBa HA CEPIUTE BIIPOUEM [TO3BOJISIBA IOHE XUIIOTETUYHO Ja CE€ JIOIYC-
HE BB3MOXKHOCTTA U IsU10TO Coduiicko mosie, a eBeHTyaHO ITOPH U TEPUTOPHU
Ha 3aIaj] U ceBepo3arnan Moxe 0u gak 1o [Iparoman nma ca Ouinn oOWTaBaHU TIpe3
SIMHUCTUYECKATa eroxa OT OSCKU IIeMeHa.

Ha ustox mMecrononoxkenuero Ha becanapa tipu Ilazap/kuk caxaml jaBa
eHA CHTYpHAa MUHHMAJHA TpaHHIa Ha TEPUTOpHUATAa Ha Oeckure ruieMena. Ho
U TYK MOXE J1a Ce HalpaBAT Bb3PaKECHUS U YTOBOPKH: mbpocUlyyemo Ha becume
MOKE J1a C€ € HAaMHPAJIO U3BBH COOCTBEHATa UM TEPUTOPHSI, OT KOSITO TE J1a ca ce
CIyCKaJId 10 Hal-ONMM3KUs MOCTUTAH OT PEYHUS TPAHCIIOPT IO pekara Xebpoc
MYHKT, 32 JIJa OOMEHST TaM CBOSITa MPOMyKIMs (C TpBIKH Thproeim?). U Bce mak,
TBbpAcHHEeTO Ha CTpaboH, ue pekata OWiia TuiaBaTellHa Yak JI0 TePUTOpUATa Ha
Oecure®, mpaBu TBHP/IE BEPOITHO MPEANONIOKEHHETO, Y€ TEPUTOPHTA Ha OecUTe

8 Strabo 7.5.12.

87 VImeTo Ha cepauTe ce MosBsABa KbCHO, 3a IPBB 6T y JJroH Kacwuii BB Bpb3Ka C MOXOIUTE HA
Mapk JIununwuii Kpac (Cass. Dio 51.25.4). Bxk. u: Detschew, D. lut. cbu., 430-432.

8 Jlanos, X. JpeBua Tpakus, c. 108. Camusit [laHOB 06ade CH IPOTHBOPEUH MAJIKO MO-I0TY, IIPH-
MICBAliKK Ha cepaunTe, a He Ha Oecute Haxozakute ot Yenonedene u baitnoro (I1ak Tam, c. 109, 6en. Ne 23).

8 Strabo 7 fr. 48.
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expedition of Philip V as Odrysian.”® It could be added that the imposing archaeo-
logical finds dating between the fifth and the first half of the third century B.C.
from the north-western periphery of the Hebros plain and the adjoining slopes of
Sashtinska Sredna Gora in the region around Panagyurishte, Strelcha, Starosel
and Hisar (including the necropoleis around Duvanli) make very probable its at-
tribution to the Odrysians; the frontier between the Bessi and the Odrysians could
then have run along the valley of the river Topolnitsa dividing (together with its
tributary river Smolska) Thtimanska from Sashtinska Sredna Gora and joining the
Hebros (Maritsa) near Pazardjik.

During the second and third centuries A.D. the city territory of Pautalia seems
to have embraced in the east a considerable part of the valley of the river German
(the region of Dupnitsa and Sapareva Banya) as well as the valley of the Pala-
karia, a tributary of the Iskar, enclosed between the slopes of the mountains Ver-
ila, Plana and Vitosha. To the east of this area the region of Samokov, Kostenets
and Ihtiman constituted in the same period a part of the city territory of Serdica,
and even more to the east the Trayanovi Vrata (Suci) pass divided this from the
territory of Philippopolis.”! It seems thus that the territory of the Bessi was split
by the Roman administrative division into three separate parts, probably with the
intention of overcoming the resistive powers of its rebellious population.

Despite the evident uncertainty of its frontiers, the territory thus delimited
seems reliably defined by the extant source data as the territory of the Bessi in the
second and first centuries B.C. It is relevant however to formulate the question
whether these were also the original Bessic territories, or their population by Bessic
tribes was only a late phenomenon, eventually dating only from Hellenistic times.
A similar idea has been expressed in the existing literature both for the lowlands of
the Hebros plain °2 and for the penetration of the Bessi to the Strymon valley in the
west.” In both cases the initial territory of the Bessi has been sought in the Rho-
dope Mountain, from where it has been suggested that their migration started. The
ambiguity of the data about the eventual presence of the Bessi in the Rhodope area
however makes this whole hypothesis very conjectural and problematic.

The eventual early relations between the Bessi and the Odrysians constitute
another aspect of the same problem. It is probable that already Teres spread the
domination of the Odrysians over the whole Hebros plain including its western-
most reaches; in the third quarter of the fifth century B.C. his son Sitalces further

% Polyb. 23.8.3-7; T. Liv. 39.53.12-14. However some modern authors still add to the Bessic
part of the Hebros plain the region around Philippopolis and even territories further east; cf. e.g.
Janos, X. Ipesna Tpakus, c. 122; @on, A. Tpakust u bankaunure..., c. 77; Archibald, Z. Op. cit.,
p. 111 leaves the question open.

I See the map in IGBulg 4, 1966.

%2 [lanos, X. Jpesna Tpakus, c. 122 speaks about a slow and gradual descent [of the Bessi] from
the mountain to the valley of the Hebros and the surrounding flatlands and their even slower gradual
establishment in the plain. Thus they spread much further to the east from their initial settlement area.

% Papazoglu, F. The Central Balkan Tribes..., p. 101, n. 33, admits the possibility that the
Dentheletae could have been a Bessic tribal group which had made its way further to the west during
the early Hellenistic age. The suggested Bessic origin of the Dentheletae does not seem convincing, but
the possibility of a migration of the Bessi in a westward direction should not be dismissed outright.
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€ IoCTHUraJla Ha M3TOK 10 paifoHa Ha [Tazapmxuk. Ore o Ha n3Tok GUINIONoIHC
€ 0CcTaBaJjl CbC CUTYPHOCT U3BBH TEXHUTE TEPUTOPHUU 3apaay JBOMHOTO CBEJCHHE
y omm6uit u Tut JIuBwii, KOETO OMpeeNs OKOTHOTO HACEICHHE 10 BpeMe Ha
noxoza Ha @unun V karo onpucko®. KbM ToBa MOXe 1a ce 100aBH, ue mpencra-
BUTEITHUTE apXE0JOrHYeCKH HaX0IKH oT V 1o mbpBata nonosuna Ha I1I B. ip.Xp.
B CeBepo3anaJHuTe NokpalHuHU Ha [ OpHOTpakuiickaTa HU3MHA, B IOAHOXKUATA U
1o ckJIoHoBeTe Ha ChiuHcka CpenHa ropa (paitonsT Ha [lanartopuiie, Ctpenya,
Crapocen u Xucap, BKI. HEKPOMIOJIUTE OKoJI0 JlyBaHiM), IPaBIT TBHPIE BEPO-
SITHO TIPUITMCBAHETO W Ha TO3HM PAalOH HA OAPHUCHTE; TPAHUIATA MEKAY Oech U
OJIpUCH B TAaKbB ClTyuyail Moxe Ja € MUHaBaja MPUOIM3UTENHO MO JOJIUHATA HA
TononHuna, KOATO 3aeaHO ¢ puToKa cu CMoscka peka pazaens MxTumaHcka oT
Coiuacka CpeHa ropa U ce BuBa B Mapwuiia 6im3o 1o [Tazapmkuk.

ITpes II u 111 B. rpanckara Teputopus Ha [layTamus usniexa e obxsalana
Ha M3TOK 3HAYMTENIHA YacT OT JoiuHaTa Ha p. [HkepmaHn (paiionsT Ha JlymHwuIa
u CamapeBa 0aHs), KaKTO M pasoyiokeHara Mexay Bepuia, [linana u Buroma
JonuHa Ha p. [Tamakapus (mputok Ha Mckbp). Ha u3tok paitonsT Ha CaMOKOB,
Koctenen n Uxtuman e 61 o ToBa BpeMe 4acT oT Teputopusita Ha Cepauka, a
OIIIe IO Ha U3TOK, OT npoxoja TpasHosu Bpara (Cyku), € 3ariouBajia TEpUTOPHSITA
Ha ®ununononuc® . TTo To3u HauMH TepUTOpHsATa Ha becrka e Ouia agMUHKUCTpa-
TUBHO pa3wIeHEeHa Ha TPH YacTH, BEPOSITHO C LeN Aa ObAaT CIIOMEHHU CHIIPOTHUBH-
TEJIHUTE CHJIM Ha HETTIOKOPHOTO VI HaceJIeHHE.

Taka ouepTaHaTa TEPUTOPHS, BHIIPEKU 3HAYUTEIHATA HECUTYPHOCT Ha Hel-
HUTE TPAHUIM, € OTHOCUTEIHO CTAOMIIHO M3SBEHA KaTO TEPUTOPHS Ha Oecure
B nucMmeHuTe ceuaerencTsa ot Il u I B. mp.Xp. Jlornuno ce nmopaxkaa BIPOCHT
JlaJI TOBA Ca U3KOHHU OECKH 3eMU, WM 3aCEIBAHETO UM OT IIJIeMeHaTa Ha OecH-
TE € CPABHUTEIHO KbCCH (PCHOMCH, TaTHpPAILl €BEHTYaJIHO €Ba OT CIMHUCTHIEC-
kara enoxa. [lomoOHa uaes e momyckaHa B IMTEpaTypara KakTo MO OTHOIICHHE
Ha [opHOTpakuiickara HU3WHA®?, Taka U HA MPOHUKBAaHETO Ha OecuTe Ha 3amaf,
kbM fonuHata Ha Ctpyma®. Tlpu ToBa KaTo MhbpBHYHA TePHUTOpHS Ha Oecute
00MKHOBEHO ce pa3miexkaa Pogorckara 00mact, OTKBAETO Ce MPEAIoara u TIX-
HOTO €BEHTYaJHO pa3cesBaHe. HecurypHocTTa Ha CBUJETEICTBATA 32 IPUCHCT-
Bue Ha Oecute B Pomommre obade mpaBm LisjiaTa XHIIOTE3a TBBPAE yCIOBHA U
npo0IeMaTHYHA.

% Polyb. 23.8.3—7; T. Liv. 39.53.12—14. Beupeku TOBa, HIKOU aBTOPH MPHIABAT KbM TEPHTO-
puunTe Ha Oecute B [opHOTpakuiickara HU3MHA U palioHa Ha DUITNTIONONKC, ¥ IOPH OILE TT0-U3TOYHU
TepuTopuu; BX. Hamp.: Janos, X. JIpeBHa Tpakus, c. 122; @on, A. Tpakus u bankanure..., c. 77;
Archibald, Z. lut. cpbu., c. 111 ocTaBs BeIpoca OTKPUT.

! Bsk. kaprara B [IGBulg 4, 1966.

%2 Jlanos, X. [lpesua Tpakus, c. 122 roBopH 3a e0Ho 6asHO u nocmenenHo cnyckane [Ha Gecu-
Te] om nnanunama no meyenuemo Ha Xebpoc u He2080mMo nopeyue u ouje no-6agHo U NOCMENEHHO
yeaoane 6 pasnunama. Taka me ce pasnpocmpenu 3HAYUMENTHO NO HA USMOK OM NbPEOHAYATHUNE
cu 3acenuwya.

% Papazoglu, F. The Central Balkan Tribes..., p. 101, n. 33, momycka AeHTeneTUTE 1a IPEACTa-
BJIABAT IPOHMKHANA HA 3aIlaj [Ipe3 PaHHOSIMHUCTUYECKaTa eroxa Oecka IUIeMeHHa Ipymna. Mnesara
3a GECKH IIPOU3XO]] Ha ICHTENETUTE eBa U MOXKe J1a ObJe MOIIbPKaHa, HO caMaTa Bb3MOXKHOCT 3a
Oecko IpeceIeHue Ha 3alaj He ciefBa Ja Obae OTXBBPJICHA C JIeKa PbKa.

51



enlarged the Odrysian territory to the west reaching the basin of the upper Stry-
mon. Thus all the lands which would constitute in the second and first century the
kernel of the Bessic territory as reflected in the historical sources, were included
in the late fifth century in the territory of the Odrysian kingdom. The western
part of the Hebros plain remained in Odrysian hands at least until the middle
of the fourth century, as the Vetren inscription clearly testifies.”* Two outlying
monumental tombs, the one by Vetren and the other even more to the west near
Belovo,” may be relics of the same situation, although their probable date in the
second half of the fourth or in the first half of the third century B.C. makes their
suggested Odrysian affiliation more unreliable.

The relevant question is evidently whether in this age the territory discussed
was already permanently settled by Bessic tribes, at least some of which would
in such a case have been placed for a considerable period of time under Odrysian
rule, or the Bessi were then still somewhere else (in the Rhodopes?), while the ter-
ritory between the eastern reaches of the Upper Strymon region and the western
part of the Hebros plain would have had some other (what?) population, subordi-
nate to the Odrysians. Unfortunately the only contemporary source which offers
some information on the interior of the Thracian lands — Thucydides in his ,,His-
tory”, does not mention the Bessi at all, nor for that matter any of the other tribal
groups of the interior subject to the Odrysians with the exception of the Getae in
the north-east and the Agrianians and Laeaei on the Upper Strymon valley. Thus
the population of the Odrysian territories including the area in which the Bessi
would be preeminent in the second and first centuries B.C. remains anonymous.
The few archaeological finds from this area do not offer the possibility of any seri-
ous further deductions, although, as accurately noted by Zosia Archibald, future
archaeological fieldwork ,,should throw some light on the relative importance and
development of different communities within these regions”.”

Another nuance is added to the same problem by the discussion on the idea
to eventually link with the Bessi a group of coins minted from the end of the 6
or the beginning of the 5™ to the first half of the 4" c. B.C. and attested with nu-
merous finds. This comprises two different coin types: silver staters and fractions
(tritae) as well as bronze coins with an obverse representation of a Satyr carrying
off a Maenad, and smaller silver fractions (hemihectae) with an obverse repre-
sentation of a Satyr running (or kneeling) to the right. All these coins are anepi-
graphic (some in rare cases have single letter signs) and all have the same reverse
type usual for the early coins of the region: a quadripartite incuse square, often re-

% Known also as the ,,Pistiros inscription®; cf. Velkov, V., L. Domaradzka. Kotys 1 (382/1-359)
et I’emporion de Pistiros en Thrace. — BCH, 118, 1994, 1-15; Chankowski, V., L. Domaradzka.
Réédition de I’inscription de Pistiros et probléemes d’interprétation. — BCH, 123, 1999, 247-258;
Archibald, Z. H. The Odrysian River Port near Vetren, Bulgaria, and the Pistiros Inscription. —
Talanta, 32-33, 20002001, 253-275.

% On the tomb near Vetren cf. Benedukos, U. Tpakuiicka rpobuuna npu c. Berpes, [Tasap-
mxumko. — UBAU, 15, 1946, 194-196; on the one near Belovo: Benxos, H. HoBooTkpuTa KynosiHa
rpo6uuua npu ¢. Manko benoso. — I'HM, 7, 1942, 37-44.

% Archibald, Z. The Odrysian Kingdom..., 110-111.
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Jpyr acnekt Ha chIIMs TPOOIEM MPENICTABISIBAT €BEHTyaTHUTE PAHHU B3au-
MOOTHOIIICHHS MEXAY Oecute u oapucute. BepositHo omie Tepec mogyuHsABa MO
OJIpUCKA BIIACT IsutaTa [opHOTpakuiicka HU3WHA, BKIL. 3aIIaJHUTE VI IIOKPAaiHIHL;
mpe3 TpeTara YeTBBPT Ha V B. 1p.Xp. HEroBUAT cuH CHUTaJIK pa3lInpsBa OApUCKa-
Ta TepUTOpHs Ha 3amaj o OaceiiHa Ha ['opHa Ctpyma. Taka 3eMuTe, KOUTO TIpe3
II-I B. e mpeAcTaBIABaT OCHOBHATA JOKYMEHTHPAaHA B U3BOPUTE TEPUTOPHS HA
Oecure, monaaar npe3 V B. M3IUI0 B rpaHuiuTe Ha Oapuckoro uapctso. [lone
Jo cpenara Ha [V B. 3anmagHara yacTt Ha [opHOTpakuiickara HU3MHA OCTaBa I0J
OJIPHCKA BIIACT, KAKTO CBHJETENICTBA HAAMUCHT OT Berpen®. Moxke Ou 3a ChIo-
TO TOBOPST IO CBOW HAuWH U JIBE yCAaMOTEHHM MOHYMEHTAIIHU TPOOHUIH, eHaTa
Kpaii Betpen, apyrara oie o Ha 3amaj, Kpaii beoBo®; TeXHHUTe mapaielid ca B
3eMHTE Ha OJJPUCUTE, HO BEPOSTHATA UM Jara, BbB BTOpaTa MojoBrHA Ha [V win
nbpBara Ha III B. np.Xp., IpaBu NpeAnonoxeHara Bpb3Ka I10-HECUTyPHA.

OdeBUAHO MPUHLIUIHUAT POOIEM € JaH B Ta3H €110Xa pasliiekaaHara Te-
puTopus e Oria Beue TpaiHo HacelieHa ¢ OECKH IIeMeHa, TIOHE YacT OT KOHUTO 32
€/IMH MPOABKUTENEH TIEPUOJT OT BpeMe ca OWIIM MOCTaBEHH MO/ OJPUCKA BIIACT,
wim OecuTe Bee ole ca OWiM ToraBa HsKbJe Apyraae (B Pomonure?), a BbIpocC-
HUTE TEPUTOPHUN MEKIY U3TOYHUTE MMOKpaitHIHN Ha [opHOCTpyMCKara obmacT u
3amagHuTe — Ha [OpHOTpakuiickaTa HU3MHA, Ca UMaJIM BCE OIIE HAKAKBO IPYTO
(xaxBO?) HaceneHUe, KOETO € OMJI0 MOTYMHEHO OT OIPUCHTE. 3a ChiKaJCHHUE CIUH-
CTBEHHUSAT M3BOP OT €110Xara, KOWTO JaBa HAKAKBH CBEACHUS 32 BRTPEITHOCTTA Ha
JIpEeBHOTpaKuiickuTe 3eMu — Tykuaus B Herosara ,,Jicropusa®, n3o011o He criome-
HaBa HUTO OecUTe, HUTO HAKOS JpyTra HOAYMHEHA OT OIPUCUTE BHTPEUIHOTPAKHUil-
CKa TUIEMCHHA OOLTHOCT C M3KIIIOUYCHHUE HA TETUTEC Ha CCBEPOM3TOK M arpuaHuTe
u neeute B nonuHara Ha ['opHa Ctpyma. Taka moABIACTHOTO Ha OJPUCUTE Hace-
JIeHWE B OCHOBHATa YacT OT TEXHUTE TEPUTOPHH, BKJI. pas3riiexkaaHaTa o0OnacT, B
kosito nipe3 I1-I B. mp.Xp. e ce u3sBsABaT OecuTe, 0OcTaBa aHOHMMHO. HemHoTrO-
OpOWHUTE apXEONIOTUICCKH ITAMETHHITU OT Ta3W OONACT HE TO3BOJISBAT HAKAKBH
3aciy’KaBallly JJOBEpHUE 3aKITIOUEHUS, BBIIPEKH Y€, KAKTO C OCHOBaHUE OTOEIsA3Ba
3ods Apunbann®®, Mmoxe Ou B Objielie M0-AeTallTHITe HAOTIACHHS BPXY apXeo-
Jorudeckara JIeHCTBUTEITHOCT I11€ MO3BOJIAT U MO-CEPUO3HO OCMHUCTISTHE Ha 3acera
TBBP/IC XUMOTCTUIHUTE PEKOHCTPYKLNH, Oa3upaHH HAa HEAOCTAThYHUTE TAaHHU B
MMCMEHaTa TpaJuLus 0 TO3H BBIPOC.

O1wie enyH HI0AHC KBM ChIIMA TpobiieM J00aBs U uesTa 3a eBeHTYalTHO CBbP3-
BaHe ¢ OecuTe Ha eHa T00pe MpecTaBeHa ¢ MHOTOOPOWHHU HAXONKU TpyTia cede-
HU OT Kpas Ha VI/Hauasioro Ha V 110 meppBaTa noioBuHa Ha [V B. ip. Xp. MOHeTH,

% W3BecteH omie Karo ,.Hammuc ot [luctupoc; 3a Hero BK.: Velkov, V., L. Domaradzka.
Kotys I (382/1-359) et I’emporion de Pistiros en Thrace. — BCH, 118, 1994, 1-15; Chankowski, V.,
L. Domaradzka. Réédition de I’inscription de Pistiros et problemes d’interprétation. — BCH, 123,
1999, 247-258; Archibald, Z. H. The Odrysian River Port near Vetren, Bulgaria, and the Pistiros
Inscription. — Talanta, 32-33, 2000-2001, 253-275.

% 3a rpoGuuuara npu Berpen Bx.: Beneoduros, H. Tpakuiicka rpoOHuia npu c. Berpen, Ila-
sapmxuiiko. — UBAU, 15, 1946, 194—-196; 3a ta3u npu benoso: Benxos, M. HoBooTkpuTa KynoiHa
rpo6uuua npu c. Manko benoso. — 'HM, 7, 1942, 37—44.

% Archibald, Z. The Odrysian Kingdom..., 110-111.
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sembling a swastika. These coin types have been traditionally linked with the coin
production of the island of Thasos,”” but doubts in this attribution have also been
voiced for a long time.”® At the present stage of knowledge and notwithstanding
the partial question of the eventual Thasian origin of a part of these coins, it seems
impossible to deny the existence of another part which was certainly minted in
the Thracian interior; this statement is corroborated not only by stylistic and met-
rological considerations which could not have a conclusive value, but also by the
existence of such coins evidently minted after Thasos changed its coin types at the
turn of the 5" and 4% centuries and of bronze coins of the same types.”

In his time Todor Gerasimov attributed the Satyr and Maenad coins to an
anonymous Thracian tribe.!” Later Yordanka Youroukova noticed the distribu-
tion of a series of collective coin finds in the area of the Upper Hebros and associ-
ated them categorically with the Bessi.!”!. Stavri Topalov on his part has recently
attributed all the coins of these types to the Odrysians.!”> What are the arguments
behind these opinions? They are based mostly on the distribution of a large series
of coin hoards found in the region between the upper courses of the Strymon and

" Head, B. V., P. Gardner. A Catalogue of the Greek Coins in the British Museum. The Tauric
Chersonese, Sarmatia, Dacia, Moesia, Thrace, etc. London, 1879, 216-219; Babelon, E. Traité des
monnaies grecques et romaines. Partie I, tome 1. Paris, 1907, 1195-1200; Kraay, C. M. Archaic
and Classical Greek Coins. Berkeley — Los Angeles, 1976, 148—149; Picard, O. Le monnayage de
Thasos aux époques grecque et romaine. — In: Y. Grandjean, F. Salviat (eds.). Guide de Thasos. Paris,
2000% 303-314.

% Head, B. V. Historia Numorum. A Manual of Greek Numismatics. Oxford, 19112, 263-264;
Price, M., N. Waggoner. Archaic Greek Coinage. The Asyut Hoard. London, 1975, p. 36.

9 Cf. e.g. the concession on this question of Olivier Picard (Picard, O. Monnayage thasien du
Ves. av. J.-Chr. — In: Comtes rendus des seances de 1’académie des inscriptions et belles-lettres 126/3,
1982, 418-422). The existence of bronze coins with Satyr and Maenad types was first signalled by
Stavri Topalov: Toranos, C. Ilnemena u Bnanerenu ot 3emute Ha OPUCKOTO LIAPCTBO U TPAHUYHUTE
My IOTO3alajHu TepUTOpHH OT kpast Ha VI no cpenara Ha IV B. mp. H. e. [IpuHOCH KBM IIpOyuBaHe
MOHETOCEUEHETO U ucTopusTa Ha aApeBHa Tpakus. [C.], 1998, 93—100.

10 Iepacumos, T. Tpakuiicku MOHETH — TOJPaKAHUSI HA TACOCKH TeTpaapaxmu. — Hymmzma-
Tuka, [V, 1972, Ne 2, 9—-13; idem. Autnunu u cpenHoBekoBHH MoHeTH B bunrapus. C., 1975, 22-24
(Ne 15-17), 31-35.

10! [Opykosa, H. MoneTuTe Ha TpakuiickuTe mieMeHa u snagereny. C., 1992, 28-33.

12 Tonanos, C. OapucKoTO HAPCTBO OT Kpasi Ha V 110 cpenara Ha [V B. mip. H. e. [IpuHOCH KBM
Mpoy4BaHe Ha MOHeTocedeHeTo u ucropusita my. [C.], 1994, 73—74; idem. IInemena u Biagerenu...,
119-162, 318-319; idem. OnpucKOTO APCTBO U MOHETOCEYEHETO HA TPAJ0OBETE OT IOTOU3TOUHHTE
Kpaiibpexus Ha Tpakus B kpas Ha V u mbpBara nonosuHa Ha IV B. mp. H. e. [C.], 2000, 13-14,
122-123; idem. HoBu npuHOCH KbM IIPOYyYBaHE MOHETOCEUEHETO U UCTOPUATA HA PaHHOTO OIPUCKO
napcTBo B 3emute Ha apesHa Tpakus. [C.], 2004, 18-21, 34, 230-235; Topalov, S. Ancient Thrace.
Contributions to the Study of the Early Thracian Tribal Coinage and Its Relations to the Coinage
of the Odrysians and the Odrysian Kingdom during 6" — 4" C. BC. [Sofia], 2003, 15-16, 99-106,
129-178, 225-230; idem. Urban Bronze Coins of Small Denomination from the Propontis Area with
Images of a Conical Vessel with two Handles, Dynastic Symbol of the Coinage of the Early Odrysian
Kings of the 54" Centuries B.C. Genealogy of the Odrysian Dynasty from the End of the 6" to the
3% Quarter of the 4* Century B.C. Catalogue of Early Thracian Tribal Coins of 65" Century B.C.,
Anepigraphic Types of Coins Minted on the Territory of the Early Odrysian Kingdom and Early
Odrysian Regal Coins of 54" Century B.C. Sofia, 2005, 64—68.
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BKJTFOYBAIIA /IBA OCHOBHH MOHETHH THIIA: CPEOBPHU cTaTepu U (ppakiuu (TpuTeTa)
¥ OPOH30BH MOHETH C JIMIIEBO M300pa)KEHWE Ha CaTup, OTBJIMYAIL MEHa/a, U I10-
IpeOHU cpeObpHU (PpaKINK (XEMUXEKTETA) C JIUIEBO U300paKEHHE Ha THYAIIl (WK
KOJICHUYEIIT) HA/ISICHO CaTHp; BCHUKUTE ca aHenurpadHu (B HAKOU CIIy4Yau C STHO-
OyKBeHH 0003HAUYCHHS ) U UMAT Ha peBepca Ci OOMYaliHHs 32 PAHHOTO MOHETOCEUCHE
B PErHOHA Pa3/ICiiCH Ha YETHPHU YaCTH BIUTHOHAT KBAJIPAT, Y€CTO C BHJ] HA CBACTHKA.
Te3u MOHETHH TUTIOBE Ca CBHP3BAHU TPAJUIIMOHHO C MOHETOCEUCHETO Ha OCTPOB
Tacoc®’, HO OTJaBHA ca M3Ka3BaHU M ChbMHEHMS B Ta3u arpuOynus’s. [Ipu cbBpeMeH-
HOTO HHMBO Ha TIO3HAHUSI U HE3aBUCUMO OT BBIIPOCA 33 TACOCKHUS MPOU3XOJ] HA YaCT
OT BBIIPOCHUTE MOHETH, M3IJIEXkK/Ia HEBB3MOKHO JIa C€ OTpede ChIIECTBYBAHETO Ha
JIpyTa 4acT, KOSITO ChC CUTYPHOCT € CeYeHa BbB BbTPEIHOCTTa Ha Tpakus; ToBa ce
MOTBBPK/@Ba HE CAMO OT CTHJIOBU U METPOJIOTHYHH ChOOPAKECHHSL, KOUTO HE MOTaT
Jla IMar NeUHUTHBHA CHJIa B CIIy4asi, HO M OT HAJIMYUETO Ha MOTOOHH MOHETH, BU-
JIMMO CeYEHH ClIe]] CMsIHaTa Ha MOHETHHTE TUIOBE Ha Tacoc okoo rpanuiiara Ha V
u IV B. ip.Xp., KakTo 1 Ha GPOH30BU MOHETH ChC CHIIUTE THIIOBE™.

Oute Tonop 'epacumMOB npunucea MOHETUTE ChC CHIIEH U HUM(DA HA GHOHUM-
Ho mpaxuiicko nieme'®, Mopnanka FOpykoBa, onupaiiku ce Ha pa3npoCTpaHEH -
€TO Ha CepHs KOJIEKTUBHH HAXOIKH C MOA00OHM MOHETH B paifoHa OKOJIO TOPHOTO
TeueHune Ha Xebpoc, i cBbp3Ba eqHo3Hayno ¢ becute!’. Crapu TomanoB mbk
TIPHUITHCBA BCHYKH MOHETH C TE3H TUITOBE Ha ofpucuTe' . KakBo Moke 1a ce kake

" Head, B. V., P. Gardner. A Catalogue of the Greek Coins in the British Museum. The Tauric
Chersonese, Sarmatia, Dacia, Moesia, Thrace, etc. London, 1879, 216-219; Babelon, E. Traité des
monnaies grecques et romaines. Partie I, tome 1. Paris, 1907, 1195-1200; Kraay, C. M. Archaic
and Classical Greek Coins. Berkeley — Los Angeles, 1976, 148—149; Picard, O. Le monnayage de
Thasos aux époques grecque et romaine. — In: Y. Grandjean, F. Salviat (eds.). Guide de Thasos. Paris,
2000%, 303-314.

% Head, B. V. Historia Numorum. A Manual of Greek Numismatics. Oxford, 19112, 263-264;
Price, M., N. Waggoner, Archaic Greek Coinage. The Asyut Hoard. London, 1975, p. 36.

% BiK. Hamp. KOHIecusTa mo To3u Berpoc Ha Omnusue [Tukap (Picard, O. Monnayage thasien
du Ve s. av. J.-Chr. — In: Comtes rendus des seances de 1’académie des inscriptions et belles-lettres
126/3, 1982, 418-422). Ha cpliecTByBaHETO Ha eMUCHU OT OPOH30BM MOHETH ChC CaTHP U MEHaja
npbB 00bpHa BHUMaHue Tonanos, C. Ilnemena u Bnazerenu ot 3eMute Ha OIPUCKOTO LAPCTBO U
TpaHUYHHUTE MY IOTo3anajHi TePUTOpUH OT kpast Ha VI 1o cpenara Ha IV B. mp. H. e. [Ipunocu kM
Mpoy4YBaHe MOHETOCEYEHETO U ucTopusTa Ha npeBHa Tpakus. [C.], 1998, 93—100.

10 Iepacumos, T. Tpakuiickn MOHETH — TOAPAKAHUSI HA TACOCKH TeTpaapaxmu. — Hymms-
matuka IV, 1972, Ne 2, 9—-13; cvwyuam. Aatndnu u cpenHoBekoBHH MoHeTH B benrapus. C., 1975,
22-24 (Ne 15-17), 31-35.

10! [Opykosa, H. MouneTuTe Ha TpakuiickuTe miemena u snageremu. C., 1992, 28-33.

12 Tonanos, C. OmpuckoTo HapcTBo ot Kpast Ha V 1o cpepara Ha IV B. mp. H. e. [Ipurocu
KBbM IIpOy4YBaHE Ha MOHeToceueHeTo u ucropusra my. [C.], 1994, 73-74; cvwuam. Ilnemena u Bna-
JeTend..., 119-162, 318-319; cvwuam. OapuckoTo ApCTBO U MOHETOCEUEHETO Ha IpafioBeTe OT
IOrou3TouHHTE Kpaitdpexxust Ha Tpakus B kpast Ha V u mppsara nonosuHa Ha [V B. np. H. e. [C.],
2000, 13-14, 122-123; cvwuam. HoBu npuHOCH KbM IPOyYBaHE MOHETOCEYEHETO M UCTOPUATA Ha
panHoTo OzpucKO LApcTBO B 3emute Ha apeBHa Tpakus. [C.], 2004, 18-21, 34, 230-235; Topalov,
S. Ancient Thrace. Contributions to the Study of the Early Thracian Tribal Coinage and Its Relations
to the Coinage of the Odrysians and the Odrysian Kingdom during 6% — 4* C. BC. [Sofia], 2003,
15-16, 99-106, 129-178, 225-230; cvwyusm. Urban Bronze Coins of Small Denomination from the
Propontis Area with Images of a Conical Vessel with two Handles, Dynastic Symbol of the Coinage
of the Early Odrysian Kings of the 54" Centuries B.C. Genealogy of the Odrysian Dynasty from
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the Hebros — at Vaxevo in the region of Kiustendil,'® Dupnitsa,'™ Ovcha Kupel
in Sofia,'® Venkovets near Ihtiman,'? Kostenets,'”” Goliamo Belovo,'® Akand-
jievo,'” Vinogradets,"° the region of Pazardjik.!"! Further to the east similar finds
have been published from Benkovski,!'? Plovdiv '* and Krushevo;!''* mostly un-
published finds are known from the northern border area of the Hebros plain (Sta-
rosel, Chernozemen, Hisar, Gorni Domlian, Karlovo).!"> Some hoards from the
more southern parts of the Strymon and Nestos valleys found at Sandanski,!!®
Gotse Delchev ' and Skrebatno ''® are more likely of eventual Thasian origin.'"

The finds from the deeper interior could not easily be attributed to either the
original Thasian coinage or its local Thracian analogue without new and detailed
studies and re-publication of the coins, in most cases only generally mentioned in
existing publications, without any details or illustrations; the possibility always

19 Thompson, M., O. Morkholm, C. M. Craay. An Inventory of Greek Coin Hoards (IGCH).
New York, 1973, 701; I'epacumos, T. KonexruBHu Haxonku Ha MoHeTH ripe3 1933 u 1934 . — UBAU,
8, 1934, c. 471: about two hundred coius

ITIGCH 712;Archéologischer Anzeiger. Beiblatt zum Jahrbuch des Deutschen Archéologischen
Instituts 1913, S. 363: over two hundred coins.

15 IGCH 713; I'epacumos, T. KoneKTHBHHA HAXOAKH HA MOHETH IPE3 MOCICIHUTE TOTHHH. —
UBAMN, 15, 1946, c. 237, 242; idem. KonextuBuu Haxonku Ha moHeTH. — UAU, 17, 1950, c. 318;
idem. KonekTMBHHM HaX0KM Ha MOHETH Ipe3 nocieanure roqunu. — MAU, c. 18, 1952, 403 (several
hundred coins).

196 IGCH 691; I'epacumos, T. CbKpOBHUILIA OT MOHETH, HaMepeHH B Boirapus mpe3 1960 u
1961 . — AW, 26, 1963, c. 257 (Archaic).

197 [Opyrosa, H. Mouertute..., c. 29, 6e1. Ne 90.

18 IGCH 711; I'epacumos, T. MoHeTHH CBKpOBHINA, HamepeHH B Boirapus mpe3 1958 u
1959 r. — UAU 25, 1962, c. 229.

19 [Opyxosa, H. MoHETHHTE CHKPOBHINA, OTKPHTH B Bhirapus mpes 1975 u 1976 . — Apxeo-
norusi, XX, 1978, Ne 4, c. 58.

10 IGCH 743; I'epacumos, T. MOHETHH CHKpOBHINA, HamMepeHu B Boirapus mpe3 1962 u
1963 r. — AW, 27, 1964, c. 241.

" IGCH 703; I'epacumos, T. KonextnHu Haxonku Ha MoHeTH mpe3 1934, 1935, 1936 rox. —
WBAN, 11, 1937, c. 323.

12 JGCH 702; I'epacumos, T. KonextnBHu Haxoiku Ha MoHeTd mpe3 1951, 1952, 1953 u
1954 r. — AW, 20, 1955, c. 609.

13 [Opyxosa, H. MoHeTHUTE CHKPOBHINA, OTKPUTH B Bbarapus mpes 1973 u 1974 r. — Apxeo-
norus, XX, 1978, Ne 2, c. 72.

14 JGCH 695.

15 Gorni Domlian: IGCH 742; I'epacumos, T. Monetu cpkpouia ... (MAU 27), c. 237; the
other locations: Tonanos, C. [Inemena u Biagereim..., 123—-124.

116 [Opykosa, H. MoHeTHUTE HAXONKH, OTKpUTH B Bpirapus mpes 1971 u 1972 r. — Apxeono-
rust, XIX, 1977, Ne 1, c. 68.

"7 IGCH 692; I'epacumos, T. KonextuBau Haxomku Ha MonetH npe3 1939 r. — UBAU, 13,
1939, c. 344 (Archaic, together with a stater of the Orrescii).

"8 IGCH 720; I'epacumos, T. Monetau cokposuia... (MAUW 27), c. 240 (about 200 coins).

119 Several small silver coins (hemihectae with running Satyr types) found during archaeological
excavations at Koprivlen near Gotse Delchev seem to support this idea. Besides one anepigraphic
example the Koprivlen finds include another two inscribed with the name of Thasos and belonging
to group 11, cf. Yurukova, Y. Early coins. — In: A. Bozkova, P. Delev (eds.). Koprivlen. T. 1. Sofia,
2002, 243-246.
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3a WK TPOTUB Te3u npeamnoioxkeHus? Te ce 0OCHOBABaT Ha Pa3MPOCTPAHEHHETO
Ha eJ[HA TOJISIMa CePHsi MOHETHH HAXOJKHU OT paifoHa MEXy TOPHHUTE TEUCHHUS HA
Crpumon u Xebpoc — npu Bakceso, Krocrenamicko!'®; Jymauna'®; kB. ,,OBua

kymen“ B Codusn'®; Benkosen, Mxrumancko'’; Kocrenen'"’; Tonsamo benoro!%;

AxanmxueBo'”; Bunorpaznen''’; paiiona na ITazapmkux!'!!. 10 Ha U3TOK ca my6-

nIuKyBaHM Haxoaku oT benkoscku''?, Tlnosnus'® u Kpymieso''*; cmomenasar ce

U MPEIMMHO HEMyOIMKYBaHH HAXOIKH OT CEBEPHUTE MOKpaHMHU Ha [OpHOTpa-
kuiickara HusuHa (Crapocen, Ueprosemen, Xucap, ['opau Jomisan, Kapioso)!''s.
Ha ror B nonmuuaute Ha CtpumoH u Hectoc ca n3BecTHH HAXOAKHU OT JPKUTYPOBO B
paiiona va Canmgancku''®, or Tore Jemues!!” u or CkpebaTHo''®, Ha KOUTO MHOTO
[0-BEPOSTHO MOJKE J1a C€ IPHIIUIIE TACOCKHU ITPOM3X0' .

the End of the 6™ to the 3" Quarter of the 4" Century B.C. Catalogue of Early Thracian Tribal Coins
of 6%-5" Century B.C., Anepigraphic Types of Coins Minted on the Territory of the Early Odrysian
Kingdom and Early Odrysian Regal Coins of 5"—4™ Century B.C. Sofia, 2005, 64—68.

19 Thompson, M., O. Morkholm, C. M. Craay. An Inventory of Greek Coin Hoards (IGCH).
New York, 1973, 701; I'epacumos, T. KonexruBuu Haxonku Ha MoHeTH nipe3 1933 u 1934 . — UBAU,
8, 1934, c. 471: okoj10 IBECTAa MOHETH.

14IGCH 712;Archéologischer Anzeiger. Beiblatt zum Jahrbuch des Deutschen Archéologischen
Instituts 1913, S. 363: Hax ABeCTa MOHETH.

15 JGCH 713; I'epacumos, T. KoneKTHBHI HAXOAKHA HA MOHETH Mpe3 MOCICIHUTE TOAWHU.
— UBAWU, 15, 1946, . 237, 242; cvwuam. KonektuBHu Haxoaku Ha monetu. — UAU, 17, 1950,
c. 318; cvwuam. KonekTUBHN HaXOIKU Ha MOHETH Ipe3 mocineanute roguHu. — MAU, 18, 1952,
¢ 403 (HSIKOIKOCTOTHH MOHETH).

196 IGCH 691; I'epacumos, T. CbKpoBHUILIA OT MOHETH, HaMepeHH B Brirapus mpe3 1960 u
1961 . — UAU, 26, 1963, c. 257 (apxanunwu).

197 [Opykosa, H. Mouetute..., c. 29, 6ex1. Ne 90.

18 IGCH 711; I'epacumos, T. MoHETHH CBKpOBHINA, HaMepeHn B Boirapus mpe3 1958 u
1959 . — MAMN, 25, 1962, c. 229.

19 [Opyxosa, H. MoHeTHHTE CHKPOBHINA, OTKPHTH B Bhirapus mpes 1975 u 1976 . — Apxeo-
norust XX, 1978, Ne 4, c. 58.

"0 IGCH 743; I'epacumos, T. MOHETHH CHKpPOBHIIA, HamepeHu B Boirapus mpe3 1962 u
1963 . — UAU, 27, 1964, c. 241.

" IGCH 703; I'epacumos, T. KonektiBHu Haxonku Ha MoHeTH mpe3 1934, 1935, 1936 rox. —
HBAW, 11, 1937, c. 323.

"2 IGCH 702; I'epacumos, T. KonextuBHu Haxoaku Ha MoHeTH mpe3 1951, 1952, 1953 u
1954 . — UAW, 20, 1955, c. 609.

13 [Opyxosa, H. MoHeTHUTE CHKPOBHINA, OTKPUTH B Bbarapus npes 1973 u 1974 r. — Apxeo-
norusi, XX, 1978, Ne 2, c. 72.

14 TGCH 695.

15 Topun Hommsa: IGCH 742; I'epacumos, T. Mouetnu cbkposuma... (MAU 27), c. 237,
ocrananure: Tonanos, C. Ilnemena u Bnagerent..., 123—124.

116 [Opyrosa, H. MoHeTHUTE HAXONKH, OTKpUTH B Bpirapus mpes 1971 u 1972 r. — Apxeono-
rus XIX, 1977, Ne 1, c. 68.

"7 IGCH 692; I'epacumos, T. KonextuBau Haxomku Ha MonetH npe3 1939 r. — UBAU, 13,
1939, c. 344 (apxanyHu, 3a€THO CbC CTATEP HA OPECKUTE).

"8 IGCH 720; I'epacumos, T. Monetau cpkpouia... (MAU 27), c. 240 (oxomo 200 MoHeTH)

19 Ha Ta3u naes HaBeXKIAT U HAKOJIKO ApeOHU CpeObpHI MOHETH (XEMHXEKTETa C THYAII[ Ca-
THp), IPOM3IU3AIIM OT apxeojorndecku paskonku npu Kompusien, TonenenueBcko; 0CBEH eauH
aHenrpadeH eK3eMIUIIp OT IIbpBa Ipyna, TyK MMa U JBa HAAIHCAHHU OT TPeTa rpyna ¢ UMeTo Ha
Tacoc; Bx.: IOpykoea, H. Paunu cpe6bprn MoneTH. — Bue: A. Boxxkosa, I1. Jlenes (pen.). Kompu-
sieH. T. 1. C., 2002, 244-248.

57



exists that some among them could turn out to be Thasian imports,'? yet it seems

undeniable that the major part would belong to that very active and productive
and presumably also long local coinage, the centre of which should be sought
somewhere in the territory where most of the coin finds are concentrated.'?!

Whom did these local coins with the Satyr and Maenad type belong to? The
opinion of Stavri Topalov in favour of the Odrysians is based on the assump-
tion that they were in possession of the area in question (including the Upper
Strymon basin) throughout the period when the coins were minted. However
it should not be forgotten that in the same period the Odrysians were minting
royal silver and bronze coins, and the parallel existence of a royal and a civic
(tribal?) coinage is difficult to explain. Odrysian authority to the west of the
Upper Hebros plain is only attested sporadically for the late reign of Sitalces
and may have been lost soon after, in the ensuing period of decline in the last
twenty years or so of the fifth century when the Odrysians are attested to have
lost peripheral territories.'? It is true that a part of the finds (and especially
those from the regions of Plovdiv and Hissar) are from areas which evidently
remained throughout inside the Odrysian kingdom, but the coins could have
been introduced from abroad (as the result of trade or taxation?) or could have
belonged to a local group at least partly independent from Odrysian authority
which would have inhabited (according to the rest of the finds) the area between
Dupnitsa in the west and Pazardjik in the east. As already mentioned, this cor-
responds exactly with the territory occupied by the Bessi in the second and
first centuries B.C. It remains however doubtful (as has also been commented)
whether the Bessi already occupied this area in the fifth and fourth centuries
B.C. or only settled there later; in the previous case they would have been the
most probable producers of the Satyr and Maenad coins, while in the latter these
should be attributed to their enigmatic and hypothetical predecessors (eventu-
ally the Agrianians?).

Another problem much discussed in the existing literature is the still elusive
localization of the Bessic sanctuary of Dionysos. According to Herodotus
the sanctuary was situated ,,in the highest mountains” (¢t t@v 0Qéwv t@V
vynAotatwv), belonged to the Satrae (Ovtot [Zdtoat] ot tov Aovooov to
pavtov eiot éxtnpévor) and was famous for its oracle (pavtrjiov); besides
the Bessi serving as prophets (mpodntevovteg) there was a chief priestess
(medpavtic) who gave the answers of the oracle just like the Delphic Pythia.'?

120 Cp. the opinion of Y. Yurukova on Akandjievo and Vetren/Pistiros (Yurukova, Y. Op. cit.,
p. 246). The find from Venkovets is of coins from group I, which after the opinion of Olivier Picard
should also be original Thasian examples (Picard, O. Monnayage thasien..., p. 420), although the
question needs further elucidation.

121 Cp. FOpyxrosa, H. Moneture..., 28-33. According to Y. Yurukova the active period of this
local coinage lasted from the late fifth to the early decades of the fourth century B.C. and its products
are among the coins represented in quantity in the contemporary hoards from the interior of Thrace.

122 E.g. the lands in the Thracian South-East which comprised the paradynastic domain of
Maesades the father of Seuthes II, cp. Xen. anab. 7.2.32.

12 Hdt. 7.111.2.
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3a OTHACSIHETO Ha HAaXOJKUTE OT MO-BhTPEUIHUTE PailOHW KbM OPUTHHAIHO-
TO TACOCKO MOHETOCEUYCHE TN KbM HETOBUS JIOKAJICH TPAKUICKH aHAJIOT TPYIHO
MOXE JIa ce TOBOpH 0e3 IETalIHO MOBTOPHO MIPOYUBaHE U IMyOIIMKyBaHe HA CaMU-
T€ MOHETH, KOUTO B MTOBEYETO CIy4au ca caMoO ChOOIIEHH Hai-00I0 B CHILECT-
BYBaIlIMTE MyOIMKALNH, 0€3 AeTaIN NIK UIIOCTPAaTUBCH MaTepralr; He3aBUCUMO
OT BB3MOXKHOCTTA HSKOHU OT TSIX JIa MPEJCTABIIABAT TACOCKU UMIopTH' >, He Oyau
CbMHEHME, Y€ OCHOBHATa 4yacT IPUHAJUIEKH HA €JHO 0COOEHO aKTMBHO U IpO-
IOYKTUBHO, a M3IIEXJa U MPOIBIDKUTEIHO MECTHO MOHETOCEUEHE, IICHThPHT Ha
KoeTo Ou TpsAOBaIO Ja ce THPCH HIKBIE B pailoHa Ha KOHIIGHTpPAIUsI HA MOHET-
HUATE Haxonku'2!.

Moske 11 1a ce Kayke KOMY NMPUHAJISKAT MOHETUTE C H300pakeHIsI Ha CaTHp
u MeHaa? Muenuero Ha C. TonanoB B 11oy13a Ha OOPUCUTE CE OCHOBaBa Ha Ipe-
3yMILUSATA, Y€ T€ Ca BJIAJENH BIPOCHUTE TEPUTOPUH (BKJIIOUUTEIHO JOIMHATA
Ha ropHa Ctpyma) BbB BRIPOCHHUS mepuon. Ho ompucure cekaTr B CHIIOTO TOBA
BpeMe IIapPCKU CpeOBPHU U OPOH30BH MOHETH, ¥ €THOBPEMEHHOTO CHIIIECTBYBAHE
Ha I1apCKO U MIeMEHHO(?) MOHETOCEUEHE HE € JIECHO 3a O0SICHEHME, a U BIacTTa
UM Ha 3amaj OT mpefenuTe Ha [opHOTpakuiickaTta HU3MHA € 3aCBUACTCIICTBAHA
eMM30INYHO KM Kpas Ha ympanieHneto Ha CUTalk U MOXe 1a € Omia u3ryoena
MHOTO CKOpPO CJIeJl TOBa, B HACTBIMWIUS MEpPHOA Ha oTciabBaHe Ha OnpPHUCKOTO
IIApCTBO B MOCJICAHUTE J1BE JICCETUIETH Ha V B., CBbP3aHO U ChC 3ary0BaHe Ha
nepudepuu tepuropun'??. BspHo, ye gact ot Haxomkute (0cobeHo Te3u ot [1nos-
JUBCKO U XHMCAPCKO) ca OT pailoHH, KOUTO HECBMHEHO Ca OCTaBalIX B T'PAHUIUTE
Ha OIPHUCKOTO APCTBO, HO TE MOXKE J1a Ca IPOHUKBAIN TaM OTBBH (TI0 THPTOBCKU
BT WU KaTo JaHBK?) U Aa ca MpUHAIekKall Ha (TIOHE OTHOCUTEIHO) He3aBH-
CHMa OT OJpUCHTE IJIEMEHHA IpyIia, oOuTaBalia (cropes pa3npocTpaHEHUEeTO Ha
OCTaHAIIUTe HAXOJKM) paiioHa Mexay JynmHuimko Ha 3anag u [lazapmkuiiko Ha
n3Tok. KakTo Beye crana gyma, IMEHHO TOBa € PallOHBT, B KOHTO M3BOPUTE OT
I n I B. mp.Xp. cutympar ruieMeHHara rpyna Ha 6ecure. OcraBa 006aue HEITOTBBP-
JICHO, KaKTO CBINO Beye Oerre KOMEHTHPAHO, Jalu OecHTe Beue ca 3aeMall TO3U
paiton npe3 V-1V B. np.Xp., uiu ca ro 3acequwiy Mo-KbCHO; B IbPBUA Cy4ail
TE 1IE Ca U Hal-BEpOATHUTE MPOU3BOJUTEIN HA MOHETUTE ChC CaTUP U MEHAJa,
KOUTO BBB BTOPUS OU CIIeBaJIO a c€ OTAaAaT Ha XUIIOTeTHYHUTE UM IpealIec-
TBEHUIU (MOXe OM arpuaHure?).

Enuna npyr decto MUCKyTHpaH B JIMTEpaTypaTa MpodiieM € TO3HU 3a BCe OIIe
EHUTMaTHMYHOTO MECTOTOJNIOKEHUE Ha OeckoTo cBeTmiuile Ha [uonuc. Cropen
XepomoT CBETIIIMILETO C€ HAMUPAJIO ,,B HAai-BUCOKHUTE INTAHUHA' (¢7TL TV 0Q€wV

120 Cpg. muenneto Ha M. IOpyxosa 3a Akammxueso u Berpen/ITuctupoc (FOpyrosa, H. Pan-
HH..., ¢. 247). Haxonkara ot BeHkoBell € OT MOHETH OT I'bpBa IpyIna, KOMTO, CIIOPE]] MHEHUETO Ha
Omnusue [1ukap, cpiio 6u TpaOBano na ca OpuruHaNHU Tacocku (Picard, O. Monnayage thasien...,
p. 420), MaKkap TO3H BBIPOC J1a M3UCKBA JTOMIBIHUTEIHO H3sICHIBaHE.

121 Cps. FOpyxosa, U. Monerute..., 28-33. Criope/i HeifHOTO MHEHME AKTHBHHSAT IIEPHOJ HA
TOBa MECTHO MOHETOCEUEHE € B Kpas Ha V U mbpBuUTe Aecetmierus Ha [V B. np.Xp. u HeroBute
MIPOAYKTHU Ca Hal-MacoBO MPECTaBeHUTE MOHETH B CKPOBHUINATA OT Ta3U €110Xa BbB BbTPEIIHOCTTA
Ha Tpakus.

122 Hamp. 3eMuTe B IOrOM3TOYHA Tpakws, ChCTABISBALIN APAANHACTHIESCKOTO BIAJICHHE HA
6amara Ha Cesrt 1l Mecan, cps. Xen. anab. 7.2.32.
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Later sources usually attribute the sanctuary directly to the Bessi.!** Tt was
visited by Alexander the Great, presumably during his Thracian campaign in
335 B.C., and by the father of Augustus, the propraetor of Macedonia in 60 B.C.
Gaius Octavius who received for his son the same magnificent prophecy which
the oracle had offered long ago to the great Macedonian king.'”® Suetonius
mentions that the sanctuary was situated inside a ,,sacred wood” dedicated to
the god.!?® In 28 B.C. Marcus Licinius Crassus took it from the Bessi together
with the adjoining territory (,,the land in which they worship the god“) and
handed it to their enemies the Odrysians,'?’ thus provoking the great Bessic
uprising lead by Vologaesus, a priest of Dionysos, in the following decade.!?
According to Macrobius the Thracian sanctuary combined under the name of
the Thracian Sabazios the cults of Apollo (the Sun) and Dionysos (Liber); it was
situated on the hill Zilmissos and consisted of a round temple open to the skies
in the middle."”

The imprecise translation of Herodotus’ expression émi t@v 0Qéwv t@v
vmnAotatwv has given rise to the popular opinion that the sanctuary was located
on a high mountain peak; the Greek text says only that it was somewhere in the
highest mountains, and does not give specific details on the exact topographical
situation. The traces of this sanctuary so popular in antiquity have long been
lost; a scholium on Euripides mentions uncertainly that according to some the
sanctuary of Dionysos was around Pangaeum, according to others — around
Haemus."*°

A number of contradictory opinions have been expressed on the problem
suggesting widely discrepant localizations for the sanctuary: on the mountain
peak Gyoz Tepe near Trigrad, on either Chil Tepe or Enihan Tepe to the south-
east of Chepelare, at Perperikon north-east of Kirdjali, on the St. Athanasius
peak in the Etropole Mountain among others."*! The late and therefore uncertain
attestation of the localization of the sanctuary in the Haemus (in the scholia to
Euripides) which has provoked the last mentioned suggestion (expressed by
Diliana Boteva), could alternatively be reviewed in the light of the discovery
that some ancient authors would use the name Haemus to designate the Rila

124 A review of the historical sources on the Bessic sanctuary of Dionysos in: Tauesa, M. 13-
BopHTe 3a npopuuanuiero Ha J{uonuc B Tpakus u T.Hap. Ceeuien rpan [lepnepukon. — Rhodopica,
2007, Ne 1, 251-258.

125 Sueton. Aug. 94.5.

126 Ibid.: in Liberi patris luco.

127 Cass. Dio 51.25.5.

128 Cass. Dio 54.34.5-7: BovAoyaiong ®a& Brjouds, iegeis tov mag’ avtoig Alovioov.

122 Macrobius Saturn. 1.18.11: item in Thracia eundem haberi solem atque Liberum accipimus,
quem illi Sabazium nuncupantes magnifica religione celebrant, ut Alexander scribit, ei que deo in
colle Zilmisso aedes dicata est specie rotunda, cuius medium interpatet tectum.

130 Schol. Euripid. Hec. 1267: ot pév meot 1o Tldyyawov eivat o pavtelov paot tod Alovioov,
ol d¢ mept tov Aépov (cf. 3Bopu 3a uctopusrta Ha Tpakust u Tpakure. T. 1. C., 1981, c. 113).

31 Cf. Kayapos, I'. Tpakuiickute 6ecu, 40—41; bomesa, []. ETpononckust...; eadem. IIpo6-
JeMH Ha Tpakuiickata uctopus u kyarypa. C., 2000, 138-141; Tomnexos, A. JlnoHNCOBOTO IpO-
punanuie B Tpakus. [Ipo6nemn Ha UCTOpHYeCcKaTa HHTEPIPETALHs HAa M3BOPHUTE U JOKAIH3AIHs-
ta. — Ulp, 2007, Ne 1-2, 224-246; Tauesa, M. V3Bopure..., c. 255.
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t@v VYnAotatwv), IpUHAUIEKaNo Ha catpute (Ovtol [Latoatl] ot tov Atovooou
TO pHaVTLOV elot ékTnuévot) U OHI0 MPOYYTO KAaTo IMPOPHIAIHUIIE (LLAVTILOV);
OCBEH CIy)XELUTe KaTo Mpopuuarenu (moodpntevovies) 6eCH UMANlo U TIIaBHA
xKpHna (TEOHAvVTIS), KOSITO JaBaia OTTOBOPUTE Ha Opakyla ChIIO KaTo Aeiduii-
ckara ITutust'?, TIo-KbCHUTE U3BOPU HAN-4€CTO MPUIIMCBAT CBETHJIMIIETO M-
pekTHO Ha Gecute'?*. To e 60 mocereHo OT AslekcaHabp Beauku, BEpOSTHO B
XOJla Ha TpakuickaTa My Kamranus npe3 335 . np. Xp., 1 oT O6amara Ha OKTaBUaH
Agryct, poripetopsT Ha Makenonust B 60 r. mp.Xp. OxTaBuid, KOUTO MOIYYHIT
3a CHHA CH ChUIOTO OJISICKAaBO MpejicKa3aHue, KOETO HAKOTa OpakyabT Ha J(uoHHC
OWJI 1aj1 Ha BENHMKHS MakeTOHCKHU Iap'?. CBeToHHU# cho0IIaBa, 4e CBETHIINIIETO
ce HAMHUpaJo B MOCBETeHA Ha Oora ,,cBemnieHa ropa““'?6. B 28 r. mp.Xp. Mapk Jlu-
nuHuid Kpac ro oTHen ot Gecure 1 3a¢JHO ¢ TEPUTOPHSTA OKOJIO HETO (,,3eMATa, B
KOSITO YecTBar 6ora‘“) ro mpeaal B phleTe Ha TEXHUTE POTHBHHUIIN ofpucuTe'?’, ¢
KOETO TPEIN3BHKAJ U FOJIIMOTO BECTaHNE HA OeCHTEe Hauelno ¢ pema Ha [nonmc
Bosore3 mpe3 cnensamioro aecermietue'?®, Cropea MakpoOuil TpakuiiCKOTO
CBeTWIIHIIE 00SIMHABAIO, ITOJT UMETO Ha Tpakuiickus Caba3ui, KyaTa Ha ATIOJIOH
(Con) u Auonuc (JIubep); To ce HaMupasIo Ha XbiIMa 3WIMHUCOC U MPEICTaBIABA-
JI0 KPBI'bJI, OTBOPEH KbM HEOETO B cpemara xpam'?,

Hemnpenusnoro ThikyBaHe Ha XepojoToBata dpasza €mi t@v 0Qéwv T@v
vPnAoTdTOV € TaI0 OCHOBAaHHE Ha Pa3IPOCTPAHEHOTO MHEHNE, Y€ CBETHIIHILIETO
TpsiOBa J1a ce ThPCU HEMPEMEHHO Ha BUCOK TNIAHUHCKHU BPBX; TPBLKUIT TEKCT HE
Ka3Ba HUIIO OBEYE OT TOBA, Y€ TO € OMJIO pa3MoJIOKEeHO B HAW-BUCOKUTE TUTAHU-
HU, Oe3 J1a YTOYHSBAa KOHKPETHHUS TOMOrpad)CKu OONMK Ha MECTOMOJIOKECHHETO
My. CireiuTe Ha IPOYyTOTO B IPSBHOCTTA CBETIIIMIIE Ca 3ary0OCHU OTJaBHA; CIIH
CXOJMOH KbM EBpunua oT0ena3Ba HECUTYPHO, Y€ CHOped HAKOU CEeMUNULEmnO
na [Quonuc 6uno oxono Ilaneeil, cnoped opyeu — oxono Xemyc'*®, B cpmiecTy-
BalllaTa JUTeparypa ca U3Ka3BaHU Hall-pa3inyHU MPENOI0KEHHUS 32 KOHKPETHA
JIOKalu3alus Ha CBETWIMILETO: B IulaHuHara [lanreif, Ha BpbX 1b03 Teme mpu
Tpurpan, Ha Uun tene win EHuxan tene, rorou3rouHo ot Yenenape, B [lepnepu-
KOH, ceBepon3ToyHO oT Kbpmxanu, Ha Bpbx CBetn Atanac B ETpomonckus bain-
kaH u ap."*! KbCHOTO U 3aTOBa HECUTYPHO TOCTABAHE HA CBETHJIMIIETO B XeMyC

123 Hdt. 7.111.2.

124 TIpernen Ha u3BopHTE 33 OECKOTO cBeTIMINe Ha JInouuc BX. y: Taueea, M. VI3Bopute 3a
npopunanumero Ha Juonuc B Tpakus u T.Hap. Cewen rpan Ilepmepuxon. — Rhodopica, 2007,
Ne 1,251-258.

125 Sueton. Aug. 94.5.

126 Ibid.: in Liberi patris luco.

127 Cass. Dio 51.25.5.

128 Cass. Dio 54.34.5-7: BovAoyaiong ®a& Broods, lepels tov mag” avtoig Atovioov.

122 Macrobius Saturn. 1.18.11: item in Thracia eundem haberi solem atque Liberum accipimus,
quem illi Sabazium nuncupantes magnifica religione celebrant, ut Alexander scribit, ei que deo in
colle Zilmisso aedes dicata est specie rotunda, cuius medium interpatet tectum.

130 Schol. Euripid. Hec. 1267: ot pév megl 1o Idyyaiov elvat 1o HavTeldv pact Tov Alovooov,
ot d¢ mept tov Aéuov (cpB. M3Bopu 3a ucropusita Ha Tpaxus u Tpakure. T. 1. C., 1981, c. 113).

B Bxk.: Kayapos, I. Tpakuiickute 6ecu, 40-41; Bomesa, /{. ETpONONCKuAT...; couyama. [po6-
JeMH Ha Tpakuiickata uctopus u kynrypa. C., 2000, 138—141; Tomnexos, A. JlnoHNCOBOTO TIpO-
punanuuie B Tpakus. [Ipo6iaeMu Ha HCTOpHYECKAaTa HHTEPIPETALUS HAa H3BOPUTE U JIOKAIH3ALHUs-
ta. — UlIp, 2007, Ne 1-2, 224-246; Tauesa, M. 3Bopure..., c. 255.
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mountain, and accordingly the location of the Bessic sanctuary could be sought
there; as a matter of fact Rila is the highest mountain in Thrace and such a lo-
calisation would also fit with the words of Herodotus if we were to accept them
literally. I would however suggest the addition of some further arguments to this
discussion, and this would lead to the addition of one more hypothesis to the
many existing ones.

The transfer of the sanctuary of Dionysos from the Bessi to the Odry-
sians in 28 B.C. suggests that it would have been situated comparatively near
to the lands of the latter, and therefore its emplacement should be sought
where the respective territories of the Bessi and Odrysians came together.!*?
On the other hand, Herodotus links the sanctuary with the Satrae, and that
speaks in favour of a southern localization (in the Rhodopes) and not one
further north (in the Sredna Gora or Stara Planina). The easternmost point
of Bessic territory attested with relative certainty is Bessapara to the south-
east of modern Pazardjik; therefore is seems logical to look for the sanctuary
somewhere in the north-western Rhodopes, rather in the stretch situated to the
south-west of Pazardjik which was contiguous with Bessic tribal territory in
the adjoining Hebros plain but remained close enough to the territory of the
Odrysians further east in the plain (certainly around Philippopolis). It is in
these parts, near the village of Batkun (today merged with Patalenitsa) that
Dimitar Tsonchev excavated, in the 1930-es, a Thracian sanctuary of Ascle-
pius which thrived in the Roman Imperial age. The numerous votive reliefs, in
many of which the healing god is represented as a Thracian horseman, carry
dedicatory inscriptions with a characteristic local epithet of Asclepius which
appears in the various forms ZvApvdpnvog, Zvpiv{dimvog, Zvipvldpnvog,
Zolpoldpmvoc, ZvApvcdpnvog, Zopivdpnvog, Zopdpnvog, Zupedpnvog,
Zopuldpnvog, Zvpwdpnvog and similar.!** This appellation (or rather its first
component, ZvApvg) bears a striking phonetic similarity with the name of the
hill on which the sanctuary of Dionysos — Sabazios was situated according to
Macrobius: Zilmissus. The sanctuary at Batkun, situated by a mineral spring
near the Monastery of St. Peter and St. Paul, was of course one of Asclepius
the healing god and should not be confounded with the sanctuary of Dionysos;
but it should not be forgotten that Asclepius was considered a son of Apollo
from whom he inherited his medical skills, and that according to Macrobius
the sun-god Apollo was worshipped together with Dionysos at the sanctu-
ary of Sabazios on the hill (or mountain) Zilmissus. Thus the homonymity
of the appellations Zylmydrenos and Zilmissus may eventually be taken to
imply that the sanctuary of Asclepius was situated in the same area (region?
mountain?) as the main sanctuary dedicated to Dionysos — Apollo — Saba-
zios, and could in fact have been something like its branch or subsidiary. The

132 This argument has been brought forward first by Y. Yurukova ({Opykoea, H. Mouerure...,
c. 32).

133 Tsontchev, D. Le sanctuaire thrace prés du village de Batkoun. Sofia, 1941, passim; Mihailov,
G.1GBulg 3.1, p. 117-118, Nos 1114-1296.
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(B cxonuuTe KbM EBpHII), KOETO € 1ajlo OCHOBaHUE Ha TOCIeHaTa OT H30po-
eHuTe JoKanu3anuu (tasu Ha Juinsaa boreBa), MoXe BIIpodeM Ja ce pasmiexnaa
¥ B CBCTJIMHATA HAa OTOENA3aHOTO BeUe MPEXBHPISHE HA UMETO Xemyc Y HIKOH
AQHTUYHU aBTOPH BBPXY MacuBa Ha Puiia v ChOTBETHO CBETHIIMIIIETO Ha OecHUTe J1a
ce ThpcH TaM; Pria e nelicTBUTETHO Hali-BUCOKaTa TuTaHnHa B Tpakus u ToBa Ou
OTrOBapsUI0 OYKBATHO HA XepOIOTOBOTO TBBPACHHUE, ako OsXxMe YOSICH! B HETO-
Bara npenu3HocT. CTpyBa MU ce 00ade, ue U CbOOpaXKeHUs OT APYyT poA Morar Ja
ce IpuBeAaT KbM Pa3lIekKAaHETO Ha TO3W MpobiIeM, U TOBA MU JaBa OCHOBaHHE
Ia 1o0aBst KbM MHOTOTO CHIIECTBYBAIIX XUIIOTE3H OIIE €THA.

[penaBanero Ha cBeTHIMIIETO HA JIMOHUC M 3eMUTE OKOJIO HETO Ha OJPHCH-
Te B 28 . ip.Xp. Ipearnoara, ue To c€ € HaMHUPaJI0 B OTHOCUTENHA OIM30CT 110
3eMUTE Ha MOCIETHAUTE, T.€. 4 € PEIHO J1a C€ TBPCH TaM, KBICTO TEPUTOPUUTE
Ha OecHTe M Te3W Ha OIPUCHTE ca OMJIM B HEMOCPENCTBEHO cheenctro'*2. Ot mpy-
ra CTpaHa, CBBP3BAHETO Ha CBETHIIMIIETO CHC CATPUTE Y XEpOIOT Mpennonara
mo-ckopo iwkHa (B Pomommre), otkonkoro ceBepHa (B Cpenmna ropa mian Crapa
IUIaHWHA) JIoKaiu3anus. Hali-u3TodHara CpaBHUTEIHO CUTYpHA TOYKa Ha Oecka-
Ta TieMeHHa Teputopus ¢ becanapa, roromsrouno ot [lazapmkuk; ciemoBaTen-
HO JIOTUYHO € CBETWJIMIIETO J1a ce Thpcu B CeBeposanmamuure Pomomy, u To 1mo-
CKOpO B yyacThbKa forozamajnHo oT [lazapmkuk, cbcefieH Ha Oeckara IIEMEHHA
TEpUTOpUS B IOJIMHATA, HO TOCTATHYHO OJM3KO PA3MOIOKEH U 10 TePUTOPHUSITA
Ha OJPHCHUTE MAJIKO IMO-M3TOuHO. MIMEHHO TyK, Kpai ceno barkyH (mHec cisaro
¢ Ilaranenuna) npe3 TpuaeceTTe roMUHU HAa MUHANMUA Bek Jumutep lloHueB e
MPOYYHIT TPAKUIICKO CBETHIIHINE HAa ACKIETHH, MpoIb(TsiIo mpe3 puMcKara uM-
meparopcka emnoxa. MHOroOpoitHuTe 0OpOYHHN MAMETHUIIH, B 9YaCT OT KOHWTO 31-
PaBEHOCHUAT OOT € M300pa3eH KaTo TPAKHUCKU KOHHHK, HOCST ITOCBEICHHUS C
XapaKTepHO MECTHO TPO3BUILE Ha ACKJICIIHiA, KOETO Ce Cpellla BbB BapHaHTUTE
ZuApvdenvog, ZupAvldinvog, ZuApvldenvos, ZLApvldemvos, ZuApvodenvog,
ZopAvdenvog, Zupdenvog, Zupedonvog, Zupldenvogs, Zupvdenvog 1 ap. nox. '
[IpaBu BneuamieHue GoHeTHYHATA OJU30CT HA TOBA MPO3BHINE (M IO-CKOPO Ha
HEroBaTa IbpPBa ChCTaBKa, ZLAUVG-, C IMETO Ha BHCOYHMHATA, Ha KosiTo Mak-
pobuii cutyupa TpakuiickoTo cetwiuine Ha J{uoHuc — Cabazuii: 3uiamucoc
(Zilmissus). Pa30upa ce, ceTuiauiieTo npu baTkyH, pa3nojoXeHO Tpu Jieue-
OeH u3BOp Kpail IHelmHus MaHactup ,,CB. cB. [lersp u IlaBen®, e mocBeTeHo Ha
3[paBeHOCHUs 60T ACKienuii; Ho ACKJIeNUi € CMSITaH 3a CUH Ha ATIOJNOH, OT KO-
TOTO € HAaCJEII JICYUTEIICKUTE CU CIIOCOOHOCTH, a CTbHUEBHUAT ATIONOH, CIIOPE]
Maxpo©wuii, Oun cuakperusupat ¢ Auonnc — JInbep B Caba3neBoTo CBETUIIHIIE
Ha XbJIMa (WM [TaHUHATa) 3WIMHUCOC. Taka ue ch3BYy4HeTO 3WIMHUAPEHOC — 3UI-
MHCOC MOXe O 03HauaBa, ye ACKJICTIHEBOTO CBETIIIMIIIE CE€ € HAMHUPAJIO B ChIaTa
MecTHOCT (o0yacT? miuaHuHa?), B KOATO € OWIIO WM TJIaBHOTO CBETHJHINEG Ha J[u-
onuc — Anosion — Caba3uii, ue Moxke OU e OMII0 HEelllo KaTo HEroB KJIOH WK (DHITH-

132 Topa chOOparkeHHe Bede ¢ n3ThkBaHo oT Mopaanka FOpykosa (Bx. FOpykosa, H. Monern-
Te..., C. 32).

133 Tsontchev, D. Le sanctuaire thrace prés du village de Batkoun. Sofia, 1941, passim;
Mihailov, G. 1GBulg 3.1, p. 117-118, Nos 1114-1296.
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sanctuary of Batkun is situated at the north-western outskirts of the western
Rhodopic ridge of Kirkaria (Snezhanka) which consequently could be singled
out as offering a strong possibility for the eventual localization of the sanctu-
ary of Dionysos. Also in relative proximity with Batkun, to the west across
the gorge of the river Chepinska raises the somewhat higher ridge of Alabak,
known also with the name of Bozhenets (God’s Mountain); despite the great
chronological interval this appellation could preserve a historical souvenir of
a former cult role of the mountain. Or, if we should suggest that the sanctuary
of Batkun was only situated at the gateway to the main sanctuary of Dionysos
which was somewhere in the higher interior parts of the Rhodopes (,,in the
highest mountains®), then the latter should eventually be sought to the south
of the Chepino basin, in the high ridges of Syutkya or the Batak Mountain ris-
ing to an altitude above 2000 m.
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aj1. baTKyHCKOTO CBETHIIUINIE CE€ HAMUPA B CEBEPO3araIHOTO MOJHOKHE Ha 3amajl-
Hopogornickus pua Kbppkapust (CHexxaHka), KOHTO ce MpeBpbhIla 10 TO3W Ha4YHH B
CWJICH KaHIWJAaT 3a €BeHTyaJlHaTa XUIIOTETUYHA JIOKAIU3auys U Ha JIMOHHCOBOTO
ceetunuiie. Chlo B OTHOCUTEHA O1130cT ¢ baTtkyH, Ha 3anaz OTBB]] MPOJIOMa Ha
YenmHcKka peka cpenty Kbpkapus ce u3aura Majko Mo-BUCOKHS XpebeT Aadak,
W3BECTEH U C MPO3BUILETO bojkeHeIr; BBIIpeKH OrpOMHUS HHTEPBAI BB BPEMETO,
BTOPOTO Ha3BaHUE MOXKE J1a Ma3u ChXpaHEeH MCTOPUYECKU CIIOMEH 3a HIKOrall-
HO KyJTOBO 3HaU€HHE Ha IUTaHUHATA. VM, ako JOIyCHEeM, Ye CBETHIIMIIETO MU
BatkyH ce € HaMHpao caMo Ha MOACTHIINTE KBM Pa3IOI0KEHOTO MHOTO TIO-HABb-
Tpe BbB BUCOKUTE YacTH Ha PomonuTe (,,B Hali-BUCOKUTE TUIAHWHU ) IJIaBHO CBe-
THIIHINE Ha JIHOHUC, TO MOCIeTHOTO OM MOIJIO /1a c€ ThPCHU Ha 10T 0T YeMHHCKOTO
KopuTO, B m3nuramure ce Hajx 2000 M xpebetn Ha CroTks 1 baranikara rmiiaHuHa.
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